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of our day-to-day triumphs and our heartbreaks,
our joy, our sorrow, our love, and our hope.
These women of country are using their power
and their skill and their heart to make this music
even richer and more compassionate and more
wonderful.

Thank you, and good night.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:44 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks on Budget Proposals and an Exchange With Reporters
May 18, 1995

The President. I want to say something about
the discussions now going on about the rescis-
sion bill. First of all, for me, this is not a par-
tisan issue at all. This is about pork. And in
this pork battle, Democrats aren’t blameless ei-
ther. This is about pork over people.

Now, let’s look at what happened. I worked
hard with the Senate to get a big deficit reduc-
tion bill that would protect people and edu-
cation and our efforts to raise the incomes of
the American people as much as possible. Then
they went into conference behind closed doors
and took out a lot of the people programs that
will raise incomes and increase security to put
in pork.

There’s one congressional district with nine
road projects in it. One courthouse cost over
$100 million. And those two things alone will
take over $200 million away from our efforts
to make sure our children go to safe schools,
to make sure that we can fund our national
service program to let young people do commu-
nity service work and earn money to go to col-
lege. There is even a project in there that gives
a million dollars to a city street. Now, what’s
the Federal Government got to do in that?

You know, if we’re going to bring this budget
into balance, we’re going to have to make a
lot of tough decisions. We’re going to have to
have a lot of serious cuts. And we have to
change the way we do things here, and we have
to be very careful about how we spend the
money we do spend. We’ve got to spend it
on things that matter like education and training
and building up the American people.

So, that’s my position. If they’ll get rid of
the pork, we can have a bill.

Budget Proposals
Q. Mr. President, your administration isn’t

blameless, either, though, is it? These aren’t pro-

grams that were just put in. These are programs
that were put in the budget that you signed
off on and Democrats approved. If it’s pork,
wasn’t it pork then? Why did you approve it?

The President. Because we’re going to cut $16
billion out. Because a $100 million courthouse
is not as important to raising incomes as the
school-to-work program to give young people
who don’t go to 4-year universities a chance
to get good training, or as a program for women
and infants to make sure they’re properly nour-
ished, or as a program to let our young people
work in their communities and earn money to
go to college. It just doesn’t compute.

There’s nowhere near—you know, special in-
terest road projects, nine in one congressional
district, are not as important as giving our teach-
ers the training they need to make sure our
students reach world-class standards in edu-
cation. The judgments are wrong. If we’re going
to get serious about continuing the spending
cuts and continuing the cuts in the deficit, mov-
ing this thing to balance, we cannot afford to
choose pork over people.

It is a very simple choice, and it has nothing
to do with partisan politics. And if they will
fix it, we can have a bill.

Q. If they will put the AmeriCorps program
back in and fully fund that, would that be
enough for you? Would you then let the rescis-
sion bill go through?

The President. For one thing, on AmeriCorps,
I didn’t ask for AmeriCorps to be fully funded
at the level that we funded it in our budget.
I only asked that it be funded at the level that
the Senate—the United States Senate passed a
rescission bill with a bipartisan vote. And all
I asked the conference to do was to leave the
people programs, the education programs in at
the Senate level. I asked the conference also
to take out some very harmful language on the
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environment dealing with the forests in the Pa-
cific Northwest which will cause us all kinds
of legal problems and headaches. I hope that
can be modified as well.

But I accepted some cuts in every—I think
we’re going to have to look at everything for
cuts, but what I asked was that we not cut
below what the Senate did. And what happened
was, they cut below what the Senate did to
stick in a bunch of pork projects. And that
wasn’t right.

And I want to say this: To the people of
Oklahoma and California and Louisiana and the
other States who need the emergency aid, they
can get that aid today, they can get that aid
tomorrow with more deficit reduction than is
in this bill that came out of the conference

if the Congress will just take out the pork and
put back the people.

Secretary of Commerce Ronald H. Brown
Q. Can I ask you one question on Secretary

Brown? Are you concerned, sir, that the inves-
tigation of Secretary Brown and other Cabinet
officials is giving at least a perception they
haven’t lived up to——

The President. Read what the Attorney Gen-
eral’s referral said, and I think you will see
why I asked him to stay on.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:22 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House, prior to a meet-
ing with congressional leaders. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Message to the Congress Reporting on the National Emergency With
Respect to Iran
May 18, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby report to the Congress on develop-

ments since the last Presidential report on No-
vember 18, 1994, concerning the national emer-
gency with respect to Iran that was declared
in Executive Order No. 12170 of November 14,
1979, and matters relating to Executive Order
No. 12613 of October 29, 1987. This report
is submitted pursuant to section 204(c) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers Act,
50 U.S.C. 1703(c), and section 505(c) of the
International Security and Development Co-
operation Act of 1985, 22 U.S.C. 2349aa–9(c).
This report covers events through April 18,
1995. It discusses only matters concerning the
national emergency with respect to Iran that
was declared in Executive Order No. 12170 and
matters relating to Executive Order No. 12613.
Matters relating to the March 15, 1995, Execu-
tive Order regarding a ban on investment in
the petroleum sector, and the May 6, 1995, Ex-
ecutive Order regarding new trade sanctions,
will be covered in separate reports. My last re-
port, dated November 18, 1994, covered events
through October 18, 1994.

1. There have been no amendments to the
Iranian Transactions Regulations, 31 CFR Part

560, or to the Iranian Assets Control Regula-
tions, 31 CFR Part 535, since the last report.

2. The Office of Foreign Assets Control
(‘‘OFAC’’) of the Department of the Treasury
continues to process applications for import li-
censes under the Iranian Transactions Regula-
tions. However, a substantial majority of such
applications are determined to be ineligible for
licensing and, consequently, are denied.

During the reporting period, the U.S. Cus-
toms Service has continued to effect numerous
seizures of Iranian-origin merchandise, primarily
carpets, for violation of the import prohibitions
of the Iranian Transactions Regulations. OFAC
and Customs Service investigations of these vio-
lations have resulted in forfeiture actions and
the imposition of civil monetary penalties. Addi-
tional forfeiture and civil penalty actions are
under review.

3. The Iran-United States Claims Tribunal
(the ‘‘Tribunal’’), established at The Hague pur-
suant to the Algiers Accords, continues to make
progress in arbitrating the claims before it. How-
ever, since my last report, the Tribunal has not
rendered any awards although payments were
received by claimants in late November for
awards rendered during the prior reporting pe-
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