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Exchange With Reporters Prior to a Meeting With Opposition Leaders in
Moscow
May 11, 1995

Q. Good morning, Mr. President.
The President. Good morning. How are you?
Q. Very good, sir. Does President Yeltsin have

any reason to be upset at this meeting you’re
having this morning?

The President. I don’t think so. I’m looking
forward to this breakfast. I want to have this
opportunity mostly just to listen to all these
leaders talk about the conditions here in Russia,
what the people are going through. It’s an op-
portunity for me to learn and to reemphasize
that I came on this trip because, first, I wanted
to express the feelings of the United States on
the 50th anniversary of the end of World War
II and to finally acknowledge the enormous sac-
rifice of the Russian people and, secondly, be-
cause I am trying to increase the security of
the people of America and the people of Russia
in this partnership. So I’m glad to have a chance
to have this meeting.

Q. What are you going to tell them?
The President. Just what I told you just now.

I’m going to listen. I’m going to listen.

Q. Do you think you have—you’ve been em-
phasizing the security aspect of your trip. Do
you think you’ve succeeded?

The President. Yes. We’re in better shape than
we were before I got here. It was a good trip.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Q. [Inaudible]—did you run today, Mr. Presi-
dent? Did you run today?

The President. I didn’t. I ran yesterday, and
I was——

Q. What about today?
The President. ——in the gym this morning.

I ran away from the weather. I worked out
in the gymnasium at the hotel. I was weak
today. I gave in to the weather.

NOTE: The exchange began at 8:45 a.m. at Spaso
House. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this exchange.

Remarks on Arrival in Kiev, Ukraine
May 11, 1995

President Kuchma, Mrs. Kuchma, distin-
guished members of the government: It is a
great honor for me and for our party to be
in one of Europe’s oldest nations and youngest
democracies.

This trip, which follows my stopover here in
January of 1994 and President Kuchma’s trip
to Washington last fall, will give us an oppor-
tunity to continue the tremendous progress we
have made in building strong and productive
ties between our countries.

This week in Washington, Moscow, and now
Kiev, we celebrated an alliance that turned back
the forces of fascism 50 years ago. Our victory
was shared. But its cost to the people of the
former Soviet Union was unique. On this land
alone, more than 5 million Ukrainians lost their
lives to the war.

Now, the tremendous will the Ukrainian peo-
ple brought to the war effort is building a great
future for this nation. The United States has
an important stake in that future. A secure, sta-
ble, and prosperous Ukraine can become a hub
of democracy for Central Europe and an impor-
tant political and economic partner for the
United States.

Already, we have seen what such a partner-
ship can accomplish. Ukraine chose to give up
nuclear weapons when the former Soviet Union
dissolved. Your decision has made the Ukrainian
people, the American people, and the entire
world much safer and more secure. On behalf
of the United States, I want to thank you for
that brave and wise decision.

We have also been heartened by the bold
steps Ukraine has taken over the past several
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months to foster free markets. Those were the
right steps, and the international community has
given the right response, large-scale assistance
to help Ukraine stay on the path of reform.
I want President Kuchma and the Ukrainian
people to know that the United States and the
West will stay the course with you.

I look forward to discussing the potential for
strengthening the economic ties between our
two nations. The private sector can be the en-
gine of economic growth for Ukraine. And as
prosperity takes hold, 52 million Ukrainians can
become major consumers of our goods and serv-
ices. That will produce more jobs, at better
wages, in both our countries.

The United States admires the extraordinary
progress Ukraine has made in such a short time.
Building democracy and a successful market
economy takes time and patience. Ukrainian
people are demonstrating an abundance of both,
and I am here to reaffirm our country’s strong
support for your courage and vision.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 3:25
p.m. in the Mariinsky Palace Courtyard. In his
remarks, he referred to President Leonid Kuchma
of Ukraine and his wife, Lyudmyla Niaolayivna
Kuchma.

Statement on Extension of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
May 11, 1995

Today in New York the nations of the world
made history. The decision by consensus to ex-
tend indefinitely the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty without conditions is a critical step in
making the American people—and people
throughout the world—more safe and secure.
It will build a better future for our children
and the generations to come.

Indefinite extension of the NPT has been a
central priority of my Administration—the pri-
mary item on the most ambitious arms control
agenda since the dawn of the nuclear age. For
25 years, the NPT has been the cornerstone
of global efforts to reduce the danger of nuclear
weapons. Today’s overwhelming consensus in
favor of making the treaty permanent testifies
to a deep and abiding international commitment
to confront the danger posed by nuclear weap-
ons.

It is fitting that we should do this today. This
week, all the world’s peoples have joined to-
gether to commemorate the events of 50 years
ago, when the Allied forces defeated fascism
but much of the world lay shattered by war
and shrouded by the dawn of the atomic age.
After five decades of cold war competition and
the specter of nuclear holocaust between East
and West, the decision to make the Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty permanent opens a new and
more hopeful chapter in our history.

The nuclear danger has not ended. The capa-
bility to build nuclear weapons cannot be un-
learned, nor will evil ambition disappear. But
the overwhelming consensus in favor of the
Treaty and its future attests to a deep and abid-
ing international commitment to confront the
nuclear danger by rejecting nuclear proliferation.
This decision says to our children and all who
follow: The community of nations will remain
steadfast in opposing the dangerous spread of
nuclear weapons.

I am especially pleased to receive this news
in Kiev, for Ukraine’s adherence to the NPT
as a nonnuclear weapons state and its action
to bring START I into force were major con-
tributions to the effort to achieve indefinite ex-
tension of the Treaty. I want once more to thank
President Kuchma for these important and posi-
tive steps.

This moment also owes much to the progress
made by the United States and Russia in reduc-
ing and dismantling strategic nuclear arsenals.
As one of the three depositaries of the NPT,
Russia has worked closely with us and others
to bring about the Treaty’s indefinite extension.

This event is a victory for all. I want to ex-
press my appreciation to all of the countries
who worked hard to achieve a successful out-
come to the NPT Extension Conference, and
who have made a decision that strengthens the
security of every nation and of all people.
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