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knew emergency first aid, and then spent the
rest of the day and well into the night sorting
through the wreckage and saving lives. [Ap-
plause]

In the weeks since, he has been working with
Feed the Children, helping children, families,
and the extraordinary rescue teams. He deserves
our gratitude and the applause you just gave
him. He and countless others who are working
to heal the wounds from last week’s bombing
are living proof that we are truly a nation of
volunteers. They show us once again that altru-
ism will always triumph over the forces of divi-
siveness.

Let me say, too, if I might, a word of appre-
ciation to another volunteer who is not here
today. When the explosion occurred in Okla-
homa City, a nurse named Rebecca Anderson
rushed to the bombed Federal building as well
to help. She was hit by some falling debris in

the building, suffered a hemorrhage, and later
died. She left behind four children. But even
in death, she continued to serve, for she donated
her heart for a heart transplant which occurred
yesterday and saved the life of one more person.
That is the real America, and no matter what
else happens, we should never forget it.

You know, ‘‘voluntary’’ derives from a Latin
word which means both ‘‘wish’’ and ‘‘will.’’ I
cannot imagine a more accurate combination for
what we celebrate today: uniting the wish for
a better world with the will to make it happen,
neighbor to neighbor, community to community.
Each act of service pulls us together and pushes
us forward. Let’s keep it up.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:54 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Statement on the Observance of Freedom Day in South Africa
April 27, 1995

A full year has passed since South Africa em-
barked on a bold course to build nonracial de-
mocracy. Americans vividly remember watching
inspiring scenes of the people of South Africa
standing patiently in long lines to cast their first
votes together. Their work for a democratic fu-
ture still touches us all.

Under President Mandela’s wise leadership,
South Africa has taken the road of reconciliation
and consensus building. The United States re-
mains determined to assist South Africa in these
efforts, through our assistance program, the
U.S.-South African Binational Commission
launched in March, and a wide array of public
and private sector initiatives to support the re-
building of South Africa.

South Africans are charting a course to meet
the country’s pressing economic and social
needs. The Government of National Unity has
promoted sound economic policies. The Amer-
ican private sector—business, private voluntary
organizations, and academic institutions—has
joined efforts to nurture and sustain democracy
and economic growth in South Africa. Over 300
American companies have returned since apart-
heid ended.

On this Freedom Day, April 27, I congratu-
late the people of South Africa on their progress
and courage. They stand as a symbol of hope
in a strife-torn world. The American people wish
them every success.

Remarks on Presenting the Teacher of the Year Award
April 28, 1995

Thank you very much, Secretary Riley, Gov-
ernor Knowles, to our distinguished Teacher of
the Year. We’re fortunate to be joined here by

many friends of education. I cannot mention
them all, but I would like to mention a few:
First, my longtime friend Gordon Ambach, the
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