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an education tax cut. That’s all we need for
this country.

Let me close by asking you once again to
make your voice heard in another way. The
community colleges of America look like Amer-
ica. If you go to a board meeting of a commu-
nity college and hear people talk about what
programs they’re going to have and what
projects they’re going to have and what partner-
ships they’re going to create, chances are a hun-
dred to one you can’t tell whether there’s a
Republican or a Democrat talking at the board
meeting.

Community colleges are open to people of
all races and backgrounds and religious faiths
and views. They bring people together. They
are America at its best. We need more of that
in Washington. So if you believe that we
shouldn’t start charging interest on the loans,
especially since there’s a better way to reduce
the deficit; if you believe we should increase
the Pell grants, not decrease them; if you be-
lieve we should keep expanding the direct loan
program on a purely voluntary basis and see
if our program is as good as I think it is and
people keep using it; if you believe we should
have this training voucher instead of this com-
plicated welter of Federal programs; if you be-
lieve it’s important to cure the education deficit
and the budget deficit and therefore we should

focus on a tightly targeted education-related tax
cut, then go back home and ask the students
and the faculty members and the board mem-
bers to sign petitions that you can send to your
local Members of Congress and your Senators,
without regard to party.

We dare not let education become a political
partisan issue in America. It was not in the
last 2 years; it should not be in 1995 and 1996.
Every American has a vested interest in seeing
that we all go forward in education. Every sin-
gle, solitary bit of evidence shows us it is the
fault line standing between us and a future in
which the American dream is alive for everyone.
If you want to reward hard work in America,
that work must be smart work. Our future is
on the line.

So I implore you, when you go home, make
your voices heard. Say it is not a partisan issue,
it is not a political issue, it is a question of
keeping the American dream alive into the 21st
century.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:46 a.m. in the
Grand Ballroom at the Minnesota Convention
Center. In his remarks, he referred to Jacquelyn
Belcher, chair, and David Pierce, president,
American Association of Community Colleges.

Remarks on Departure From Minneapolis
April 24, 1995

Thank you. I’m so glad to see you all. As
you can see, I’m here with Senator and Mrs.
Wellstone and Congressman Vento and Con-
gressman Luther and Attorney General Hum-
phrey. And I’m glad to be here with all of
them, and I’m glad to be with you.

I also want to tell you, I’m glad I’ve got
this big wind because I just had lunch down-
town at a place called Peter’s Grill, and I’m
so full, I need a nap. [Laughter]

Let me thank you for coming out today and
tell you that I have had a wonderful trip to
Minnesota. I want to thank the people here
at the airbase for making me feel welcome, as
they always do, and the Air Force reservists
for their service. And I want to thank the young

AmeriCorps members who are here today for
their service.

The men and women here at this Air Reserve
unit have gone all across the globe to preserve
our freedom and to fight for the freedom of
others. They served in Operations Desert Shield
and Desert Storm. They delivered food and sup-
plies to people in Bosnia to help them survive.
That’s the longest airlift in history, thanks to
the United States Armed Forces and the people
here. And people here have even helped to fight
the fires in California. We’re grateful to all of
them for all those services.

I want to say something about the
AmeriCorps volunteers here. In Minnesota
alone, in this first year for AmeriCorps, they’re
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making 200 houses or apartments into real
homes for working families. And that is a noble
thing to do. You’re teaching more than a thou-
sand children who might not make it without
you, and I hope you’ll keep working with them,
because they need you. They need you as role
models and mentors. And in their work, they
are also piling up some credits for themselves
to help them pay for the cost of going to col-
lege. They represent the tradition of American
service at its best, and we thank all these young
people for their service. Thank you very much.

You know, this coming week is our National
Volunteer Week, and tomorrow is a national day
of service when a million Americans will join
with many of you in special service all across
America. It is fitting that National Volunteer
Week should come now because volunteering
is one of the best ways that Americans, and
especially those fine people in Oklahoma, can
deal with their grief and their pain and their
loss.

I must tell you that yesterday when I saw
them and I realized what they had been through

and how so many of them had continued to
work to help their friends and neighbors and
loved ones—some of them haven’t slept in
days—it reminded me once again that service
is the greatest gift of citizenship in this country.

And for all of you who are giving your service,
whether here in the Reserve unit, or in
AmeriCorps, or in some other way through your
churches and synagogues or clubs or schools,
I thank you, because the real heart of America
is not in the Nation’s Capital; it’s out here with
all of you and what you do every day to make
your lives and this country’s life better.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:15 p.m. at the
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport. In his
remarks, he referred to Hubert H. Humphrey III,
Minnesota attorney general. The National Volun-
teer Week proclamation of April 21 is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume. The Na-
tional Youth Service Day proclamation of April
19, 1994, was published in the Federal Register
at 59 F.R. 19123.

Remarks on Arrival in Des Moines, Iowa
April 24, 1995

Thank you very much. Thank you very much,
Senator Harkin, and thank you, ladies and gen-
tlemen, for that wonderful welcome. It’s great
to be back in Iowa when it’s dry. [Laughter]
I am glad to be here.

I want to thank the State officials who came
here to greet me at the plane. Standing behind
me, your attorney general, Tom Miller; your sec-
retary of state, Paul Pate; your State treasurer,
Mike Fitzgerald; your State auditor, Richard
Johnson; and your secretary of agriculture, Dale
Cochran, I thank them all for coming. I am
also glad to see some old friends here. Your
former Congressman, Neal Smith, who’s been
a great friend of mine, I’m glad to see him.

I’m glad to see all those folks from the United
Rubber Workers Union, Local 310 here. Good
luck to you. And I want to say a special word
of welcome and thanks to the young national
service AmeriCorps volunteers for their work.
Thank you. I’d like to thank the base com-

mander here, General Don Armington, for wel-
coming me and for making available this facility.

And as Tom Harkin said, I’m here for the
National Rural Conference. I want to say to
all of you before I begin that, how much I
appreciate what Senator Harkin said and the
response that you had to the terrible tragedy
that the people of Oklahoma City have been
through and that our entire Nation has been
through. You, I know, are very proud of them
for the way they have responded, the work they
have done, and the courage they have shown.
It was a very profoundly moving day yesterday.

Today and in all the days ahead, as we help
them to rebuild and as we continue to search
for total justice in that case, which we will see
carried out, I ask all of you to remember what
I said yesterday. This is a country where we
fight and where people have died to preserve
everyone’s right to free speech, indeed, to all
the freedoms of the Bill of Rights, the freedom
of speech, the freedom to associate with whom-
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