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would be one. And I strongly support what she
said.

We'll take—take one last question—
[At this point, a question was asked in Por-
tuguese, and a translation was not provided.]

Brazilian Infrastructure

President Cardoso. OK. OK, the point raised
is that Brazil needs something like $70 billion
in the coming 4 years just to enlarge its infra-
structure, and we have passed a bill on public
services concessions. By the way, I was the au-
thor of the bill when I was Senator. It took
4 years to approve the bill. And now what is
required is a set of rules by the executive branch
in order to clarify how to do it. This is—at
this point in time, we have a draft for this Exec-
utive order, and it is a matter of weeks and
the Brazilian Government will approve these
rules.

And of course, the Brazilian economy is open
to foreign investors through this mechanism of
concessions, public service concessions law, but
also we are going ahead with our privatization
program. As I said yesterday at the Brazilian-
American Chamber of Commerce, we are ready
to ask for more foreign capital in several areas.

It depends in some areas yet from our con-
stitutional reform, and we are moving fast in
that direction. I expect for the next months the
approval of the constitutional amendments as
sent to the Congress regarding economic order.
As you know, President Clinton, constitutional
amendments requires enormous debate at the
Congress, and it takes time. To my view, what
is going now on in Brazil is the Congress is
reacting very quickly because they are about

to vote the first one of these amendments in
a matter of maybe some days, and this will be
a record. I am absolutely confident that the
Brazilian Congress will approve what is needed
for the Brazilian economic improvement.

That’s all.

Oklahoma City Bombing

President Clinton. 1 agree with that.

Let me—we have to conclude. I want to make
sure that I have been very clear on the question,
Rita, that you asked. You asked, well, what if
we find out someone did it affiliated with an-
other country. I don’t want anyone to assume
that we are accusing anybody or anything today.
We do not know.

On the other hand, let me reiterate what I
said yesterday. Whoever did it, we will find out,
and there will be justice that will be swift and
certain and severe. And there is no place to
hide. Nobody can hide any place in this country,
nobody can hide any place in this world from
the terrible consequences of what has been
done. This was an attack on innocent children,
on innocent victims, on the people there in
Oklahoma City. But make no mistake about it,
this was an attack on the United States, our
way of life, and everything we believe in. So
whoever did it, we will get to the bottom of
it, and then we’ll take the appropriate action.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President’s 94th news conference
began at 12:52 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to For-
eign Minister Luiz Felipe Lampreia of Brazil.
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Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Excused Absence for Employees
Affected by the Bombing of the Federal
Building in Oklahoma City

I am deeply saddened by the loss of life and
suffering caused by the bombing of the Alfred
P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City.
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I convey my deepest sympathy and heartfelt sor-
row to our fellow Americans and their families
who have been affected by this senseless act
of violence. Many parts of the Federal Govern-
ment have been mobilized to respond to this
tragedy.

As part of this effort, I ask the heads of exec-
utive departments and agencies having Federal
civilian employees in the Oklahoma City area
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to excuse from duty, without charge to leave
or loss of pay, any such employee who is pre-
vented from reporting to work or faced with
a personal emergency because of the bombing
and who can be spared from his or her usual
responsibilities. This policy should also be ap-
plied to any employee who is needed for emer-
gency law enforcement, relief, or recovery ef-
forts authorized by Federal, State, or local offi-
cials having jurisdiction.

Workers’ compensation benefits are available
in the case of Federal employees who were in-
jured or killed in the bombing. The Department
of Labor has sent a team of workers” compensa-
tion specialists to Oklahoma City to provide di-
rect assistance to affected employees and their
families.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Remarks at the State Dinner for President Fernando Cardoso of Brazil

April 20, 1995

Mr. President, Mrs. Cardoso, members of the
Brazilian delegation, to all of our distinguished
guests, Hillary and I are delighted to welcome
you to the White House this evening.

Mr. President, I learned many things about
you today. But one thing sort of surprised me:
I learned that as a young man you were drawn
to a life of the cloth. The reason 1 learned
that and found it surprising was my grandmother
told me that I would make a good minister
if T were just a little better boy—[laughter]—
and failing that, that I should go into politics.
[Laughter]

But I think for a long time your family and
friends believed you were more likely to wear
a Cardinal’s red hat than a President’s sash.
Well, you embraced politics, and now you lead
your great nation. But I can’t help wondering
whether after 4 months in office, after spending
2,880 hours dealing with Congress and fielding
questions from the media, whether you ever
wonder if you made the right choice. [Laughter]

Let me say from the point of view of the
people of the United States, you clearly made
the right choice. And it is obvious to all of
us that your faith has remained a powerful part
of your life. Otherwise, it would be difficult
to explain how you have endured arrest, black-
listing, and exile without giving in to despair;
difficult to explain that although the enemies
of democracy forced you to listen to your friends
being tortured and later bombed the office
where you worked, you never wavered from the
ideals of tolerance and openness.

Those ideals animate your leadership in Brazil
today and your quest for social justice for all

the people whom you proudly represent. And
you have added to them an academic’s expertise
in policy and economics, which I am pleased
to note, you have refined by teaching at some
of our finest universities. We have all been im-
pressed by the results you have achieved, espe-
cially the success of your “Real Plan.”

Mr. President, I have been very pleased for
the opportunity to continue the personal con-
versation we began in Miami last year at the
Summit of the Americas. The warm and produc-
tive relationship that we have established mirrors
the relationship that is growing closer every day
between our two countries. We have common
interests, bringing free trade to the Americas,
promoting sustainable development throughout
our hemisphere, keeping peace around the
world. And that relationship is more important
than ever.

I know from our discussions that we both
believe Brazil and the United States have an
opportunity, indeed an obligation, to be partners
for progress in the Americas for all the years
ahead. Today we have taken that partnership
to a new level.

Let me also say, Mr. President, you know
that you have come here, along with your wife
and your fine delegation, at a very difficult time
for our country. And all the American people
have been profoundly impressed and grateful
by your expressions of condolence and sympathy
and your assertion that we are all partners in
the struggle against evil and inhumanity. For
that we are especially grateful, and we will never
forget it.
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