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the right people. These tax cuts must be di-
rected at the right people, that is, the middle
class Americans who need them to help them
build a successful future. And they must be
fully paid for by spending cuts. Tax cuts must
include a deduction for the cost of college or
other education after high school.

Then Congress and I need to work together
to go beyond the $600 billion of deficit reduc-
tion we’ve already enacted. And I’ve already pro-
posed another $80 billion in cuts on top of pay-
ing for all the tax cuts that I have proposed
for the cost of education after high school for
helping people with raising children and for an
IRA which can be withdrawn from, tax-free, for
the cost of education or health care, first-time
home buying or caring for an elderly parent.

We’ve also worked with Congress on $15 bil-
lion of further cuts. And I am ready to do more.
But we have to focus on our twin deficits—
we have a budget deficit and an education def-
icit. And we cannot cut one at the expense of
the other.

The third thing I want to do is to build on
last year’s crime bill, not tear it down. We
should all be open to new proposals for tougher
penalties and more support for our police, but
they must not be a cover for cutting back on
our commitment for 100,000 new police officers
on our street or for repealing the assault weap-
ons ban that would put our police and our citi-
zens more at risk. If that happens, I’ll veto it.

More police on the street is the single most
effective crime-fighting tool we know of. And
assault weapons have no place on our streets.
Last year’s bill did ban assault weapons in the
future, 19 of them, whose only purpose is to
kill people. But it also for the first time gave
legal protection from Government meddling to
over 650 kinds of hunting and sporting weapons.

Congress must send me a bill that doesn’t
scale back or repeal the efforts so I can sign
it and it can become law. There is too much
to do in crime to play politics with it or to
go back.

Real welfare reform, tax and spending cuts
that reduce both the budget deficit and the edu-
cation deficit, and more steps to fight crime,
not to back up on the fight: those are my top
priorities. The first 100 days of this Congress
produced a blizzard of ideas and proposals. The
next 100 days must get down to the hard task
of passing bills that command majorities in both
Houses, bills that will help to build a stronger
America, bills that I can sign into law.

In the coming months, we have an historic
chance to make progress on the issues of great
concern to all Americans. Let’s get on with it.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4 p.m. on
April 13 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 15.

Remarks at the White House Easter Egg Roll
April 17, 1995

The President. Thank you. First let me wel-
come all the children here and all the people
like me who feel like children when they’re at
the Egg Roll.

I want to thank all of you who helped to
make this event possible and remind you that
this has been going on here at the White House
now for more than 115 years. This is one of
the most important traditions we have at the
White House. It’s really a day for children; it’s
a day for joy; it’s a day for gratitude. And we’re
all very, very happy and proud to have you here.

Now, I don’t want to delay the roll any fur-
ther, so I think—Bernie is supposed to come
up and give me the whistle after the rabbit
gives me the jellybean carrot. [Laughter] I want
you kids to eat your real carrots, too. [Laughter]

This is—this gentleman that’s giving me the
whistle, he’s been doing this for 9 years now.
Let’s give him a big hand. This is Bernie Fair-
banks. [Applause]

Where are they? Down there? Can you hear?
Are you ready? You count to 3 for me.

Audience members. One, two, three!
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NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 9:45
a.m. on the South Lawn at the White House. Prior

to his remarks, Hillary Clinton welcomed the par-
ticipants and introduced the President.

Remarks on Signing the District of Columbia Financial Responsibility and
Management Assistance Act of 1995
April 17, 1995

Thank you very much. Thank you, Alice
Rivlin, for your hard work on this issue and
for being such a devoted resident of the District
of Columbia. I told somebody in the Oval Office
before we came out here that, unlike a lot of
us who are transients, Alice Rivlin’s not going
anywhere. [Laughter] And she desperately want-
ed this to be done well.

Congressman Davis, Congressman Clinger,
Congresswoman Morella, Congresswoman Nor-
ton, Mayor Barry, President Clarke, members
of the City Council, and other friends of the
District of Columbia, this is a very important
day and a very important piece of legislation
for all of us who care about our country’s Cap-
ital and for all of us who love Washington as
a city. I have lived here not only as President
but also as a college student. I know this to
be a city not only of our national monuments
and political centers but also a city of neighbor-
hoods, of Shaw and Anacostia and Cleveland
Park and Adams Morgan and so many others.

So this is a very important day for a city,
a city and thousands and thousands of people
who live in it, who love it, who care about
it, who have lives, many of them who have noth-
ing to do with the politics of the Nation’s Cap-
ital but who deserve to live in a city that works,
that functions, and that also can symbolize the
very best in America.

The health of the city and the security of
its citizens have been threatened by the financial
crisis. And I applaud all those who have come
together to work together to begin the road
back.

The purpose of the bill I am signing today
is just that; it is a road back. The Financial
Responsibility and Management Assistance Act
will speed the District’s recovery and return to
fiscal health and will help over the long run
to improve the delivery of services to its citizens.

For the past 2 years, I’ve worked hard to
turn the economy of our country around. And

we’ve seen dramatic improvements in the def-
icit, in the ability of this country to create jobs,
and having a Government that is both smaller
and more efficient.

But none of that means very much to people
whose own lives are troubled with insecurity.
And the citizens of the District of Columbia
need to know that security, stability, growth,
and opportunity will be the hallmarks of their
living in our Nation’s Capital.

This effort, as Alice Rivlin has said, is proof
of what we can accomplish when we work to-
gether, when we put the interests of real people
first, when we ignore partisan politics, and when
we get on with the job at hand.

I want to thank Alice Rivlin, as I said, for
all the work that she has been doing. I want
to thank the Members of the Congress here
present. Congressman Davis, I think, when he
came to the Congress, never could have imag-
ined that this would be his first big assignment.
[Laughter] He is now, I guess, an honorary cit-
izen of Washington, DC. Eleanor Holmes Nor-
ton, when she ran for Congress, probably never
imagined that this would be one of the most
important pieces of legislation which she would
have to undertake. But they have worked to-
gether in good spirit, in good faith. And I thank
them, along with the other Members who are
present and Congressman Walsh and others, and
also the Members of the Senate who worked
so expeditiously on this legislation.

The legislation calls for the creation of the
Financial Responsibility and Management Assist-
ance Authority to monitor and certify District
budgets and borrowing, to get the city back
on solid financial footing. I expect to appoint
the five members of this Authority very soon.
All of them will have a commitment to this
city, and all of them will either live or work
here.

Our goals are clear. There are tough choices
in the short term, but I am confident that this
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