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Friday say that he really wanted to get welfare
reform out.

But let us recognize what real welfare reform
would be. It would be turning people who are
permanently dependent into permanently suc-
cessful workers who also are successful parents.
That should be the goal of welfare reform. We
should not punish people for the sins they com-
mitted in the past. Instead, we should say, we
will help you if you will behave responsibly in
the future as parents, as students, and as work-
ers. If that is the focus of this welfare reform,
believe me, there’s a lot of reform that needs
to be done.

Everybody in this society, we ought to have
the same goal for. And someday we ought to
be able to have a meeting like this where men
and women all have exactly the same problems
and exactly the same opportunities, because
what our goal should be is that all of us should
be able to live up to our God-given capacities,
to follow our dreams, and to succeed as citizens,
as parents, and as workers. And unless we can

do that, the American dream will not mean the
same thing in the 21st century as it does today.

For all the wonderful things that are going
on, all the millions of jobs we have created,
the fact that now we have more new businesses
created every year than before, we’ve got more
new millionaires every year than before, that’s
a good thing. But the world is changing so fast,
there are a lot of people that are getting caught
at the breaking points, and we’ve got to have
an institutional response to give people the
sense that they can preserve their families and
preserve some order and stability in their lives,
even as they are changing.

Every one of you is entitled to that. That’s
what you are entitled to. And if you really count,
that’s what your country will give you.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:14 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to working mother Marina
Foley and Karen Nussbaum, Director of the
Women’s Bureau at the Department of Labor.

Message on the Observance of Passover, 1995
April 10, 1995

Warm greetings to all who are observing Pass-
over.

A celebration of both liberation and spring,
Passover is a special opportunity to give thanks
for the blessings of freedom and to remember
the faith that sustains us in our bleakest hours.
During this holiday, millions of Jews around the
world draw inspiration from the example of the
Israelites, who preserved their beliefs, their cul-
ture, and their dignity throughout the brutal

winter of slavery. When the warm spring of free-
dom finally came, the Jewish people rebuilt their
community and thrived, ultimately infusing every
corner of the earth with a powerful commitment
to faith and family.

This year, let the Passover holiday remind
us of the hope that can sustain us as a people.
Hillary joins me in extending best wishes to
all for a meaningful Passover.

BILL CLINTON

Message on the Observance of Easter, 1995
April 10, 1995

Warmest greetings to everyone observing
Easter Sunday.

On this day of great hope and promise, Chris-
tians the world over celebrate God’s redemptive
grace as manifested in the life and teachings

of Jesus of Nazareth. This day symbolizes the
victory of good over evil, hope over despair,
and life over death. Rejoicing in the miracle
of Easter, we pledge anew to hold in our hearts
Christ’s message of peace and joy.
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As springtime returns to our corner of the
earth, we are reminded of the beauty of new
beginnings. Our faith in God lifts our spirits,
and many Americans step back from the con-
cerns of daily life to reflect on the power of
our religious traditions and on the values they
teach us. During this time of renewal, let us

all thank God for the countless wonders of cre-
ation and rededicate ourselves to the common
ideals that have made ours a land of infinite
blessings.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes to
all for a joyous Easter celebration.

BILL CLINTON

Statement on Signing the Emergency Supplemental Appropriations and
Rescissions for the Department of Defense to Preserve and Enhance
Military Readiness Act of 1995
April 10, 1995

Today I have signed into law H.R. 889, an
Act ‘‘Making emergency supplemental appro-
priations and rescissions to preserve and en-
hance the military readiness of the Department
of Defense for the fiscal year ending September
30, 1995, and for other purposes.’’

I commend the Congress for its action on
my request to replenish the Department of De-
fense for funds used to perform contingency
operations in the Persian Gulf, Somalia, Rwan-
da, Haiti, and elsewhere. These funds are re-
quired to ensure that our forces are provided
the resources they need to continue their superb
performance.

I also commend the Congress for recognizing
that to maintain peace in today’s world, we must
continue our investments in a number of key
nonmilitary programs. I commend the Congress
for making certain that the United States is able
to fulfill its promise to the Russians that is
linked to their removal of troops from the Bal-
tics. The Nunn-Lugar program was also spared
from reductions that would seriously impair its
effectiveness. In addition to enabling continued
progress in dismantling the weapons of mass
destruction in the former Soviet Union, the
Nunn-Lugar program helps ensure that per-
sonnel in the strategic rocket forces of the
former Soviet Union do not become a source
of instability.

Although funding for debt forgiveness linked
to the historic peace agreement between Jordan
and Israel was removed from this bill, it remains
urgent that the Congress pass debt relief for
Jordan as part of legislation that can be signed
into law. This agreement has improved prospects

for overall peace in the region markedly, and
I urge the Congress to support this American
promise.

Regrettably, rescissions will reduce some of
my Administration’s technology priorities, which
serve as a foundation for America’s future com-
petitiveness and national security. Nevertheless,
reductions in this Act are less than those in
earlier versions of the bill. The Technology Re-
investment Project (TRP), Advanced Technology
Program (ATP), and National Information Infra-
structure grants program will remain vital com-
ponents of my Administration’s technology-re-
lated initiatives.

Despite my Administration’s objections, the
Act contains a provision that will rescind $1.5
million for listing threatened and endangered
species and determining critical habitats needed
for the recovery of such species, while imposing
a moratorium until the end of this fiscal year
on the remaining funds. As a result, these provi-
sions will impair the Administration’s ability to
proceed on its recently announced package of
reform principles and consequently, our ability
to respond to the needs and concerns of private
landowners.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

April 10, 1995.

NOTE: H.R. 889, approved April 10, was assigned
Public Law No. 104–6.
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