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tems. And he has become intimately familiar
with the workings of the intelligence community,
especially its support for the military. The blue-
print Deputy Secretary Deutch worked out to
eliminate redundancies and duplication between
our civilian and military intelligence dem-
onstrates the kind of innovative thinking we
need to meet the new challenges of the post-
cold-war world.

Strengthening U.S. intelligence is an effort to
which I attach the highest personal priority. To
make that commitment absolutely clear and to
underscore that he will be a full member of
my national security team, I have decided to
appoint Deputy Secretary Deutch to my Cabinet

if he is confirmed as Director of Central Intel-
ligence.

In John Deutch, we have a dynamic, brilliant
leader with all the necessary skills for this crit-
ical assignment and my highest trust and con-
fidence. I look forward to working with him,
the Aspin commission, and Congress in building
an intelligence community that will meet our
national security challenges well into the next
century.

NOTE: A statement by Michael Carns was also
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary.

Statement on Disaster Assistance for California
March 12, 1995

Today I am declaring that a major disaster
exists in California. Federal funds will begin to
flow to the individuals and communities affected
by this latest terrible act of nature. California
has been badly hit by Mother Nature during
the last 2 years, wildfires, the Northridge earth-
quake, January’s flood, and now this flooding.
But California has not been beaten. That is be-
cause of the great fortitude, spirit, and can-do
attitude of its people. I saw this spirit when
I visited the town of Roseville in January, as
neighbor helped neighbor cope with the tragedy
of destroyed homes, possessions, and livelihoods.

I know these are difficult times for many Cali-
fornians. My administration will do all that we
can to help permit life to return to normalcy
as soon as possible. James Lee Witt, our Federal
Emergency Management Agency Director, has
gotten all too familiar with California during the

last 2 years. I am directing Director Witt and
his staff to begin the flow of programs and to
continue to perform its tele-registration and
other outreach functions with the same enthu-
siasm and customer service orientation that we
are now used to. I met some of those outreach
people in January. They make us all proud.

State and local officials are working around
the clock to rescue victims and fight the floods.
And the American Red Cross is providing food,
comfort, and shelter to those in need. Most im-
portantly, the thousands of volunteers in com-
munities throughout California are all working
together in this difficult time. This community
spirit is truly the best America has to offer.

Hillary and I send our thoughts and prayers
to the families of those who have lost their
lives. The thoughts and prayers of the American
people are with them as well.

Remarks to the NCAA Football Champion University of Nebraska
Cornhuskers
March 13, 1995

Please be seated. Welcome to the White
House on this beautiful morning. I am delighted
to welcome all of the members of the national
championship Nebraska Cornhuskers here, along

with Chancellor Spanier, your athletic director
Bill Byrne, and of course, Coach Osborne and
all the players. I welcome the Nebraska congres-
sional delegation: Senator Exon, Senator Kerrey,
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and Representatives Barrett, Bereuter, and
Christensen. I do want to say a special word
of regret, too, that Bob Devaney couldn’t be
here today, but we all wish him a very speedy
recovery.

I have been, since I was a very small boy,
an ardent college football fan. I know that
Coach Osborne’s record alone justifies a national
championship, an 820 percent winning percent-
age. Most of us would like to have that here.
[Laughter] Cornhuskers have been to a bowl
game in each of his 22 years, and as I said
when I called him the night Nebraska won, no-
body deserves it more.

I want to congratulate your three first team
All-Americans, linebacker Ed Stewart, tackle
Zach Wiegert, and guard Brenden Stai, and also
your three first-team Academic All-Americans,
tackle Terry Connealy, tight end Matt Shaw,
and the Academic All-American of the Year,
who I just understood has never made a B,
Rob Zatechka. We could give him a job here
at the White House. It’s sort of like playing
for pro football.

I want to thank this team and this coach
not only for winning the national champion-
ship—that’s obviously a great honor—but for the
way that it was won and the character and team-
work and spirit that Coach Osborne has always
displayed and that this team displayed. I think
it inspired people all across the country who
are fans of athletics, and I think even people

who are not great football fans or particularly
knowledgeable about all the details, who read
about the Nebraska team, who saw not only
that you had three All-Americans but three Aca-
demic All-Americans, and who have followed the
work of Tom Osborne over the years. It inspired
them all to believe in the value of teamwork
and sacrifice and discipline, and certainly you
were rewarded in ways that were well justified.

I’d also like to say, I asked Coach Osborne
on the way out if this was the largest football
team ever to win a national championship, and
he said, ‘‘Yes, but they’re good students, too.’’
I liked it because I felt this is the only—when
those three guys walked out with me, this is
the only football team in America that could
make me look like a ballerina. [Laughter] I liked
it.

So I welcome you here. I honor your achieve-
ment. We’re delighted to have the players here.
And I’d like to ask Coach Osborne to take the
microphone now.

Coach?

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:51 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Graham Spanier, chancellor, and
Bob Devaney, athletic director emeritus, Univer-
sity of Nebraska. Following the President’s re-
marks, Coach Thomas Osborne made brief re-
marks, and the team presented the President with
a team jersey and an autographed football.

Remarks to the National League of Cities
March 13, 1995

Thank you very much, Carolyn, for that warm
introduction. And thank you, ladies and gentle-
men, for the wonderful welcome you have given
me. I’m glad to be here on this podium with
all your officers, including Mayor Lashutka of
Columbus. Did I pronounce that right? Close?
Lashutka.

I just had the Nebraska football team over
at the White House, and so I had a lot of
practice pronouncing names this morning.
[Laughter] The Nebraska football team are so
big, that’s the only group of people in America
I could stand with and look like the resident
ballet dancer. [Laughter]

Mayor James, it’s good to see you here, and
all the other mayors who are here and all of
the other representatives of the cities and towns
of our country.

I like to come here and meet with you be-
cause you deal with people at the level where
you can have the greater contact with them.
When I was Governor, nothing was more impor-
tant to me than actually being able to spend
a lot of time with the citizens at the grassroots
community level who were interested in solving
the problems of people. And I’ve always said
that one of the things I like most about the
job I used to have and one of the things I
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