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nities. The welfare system shouldn’t be central-
ized in Washington, dispensing services through
large bureaucracies. We’ve got to shift more re-
sponsibilities back to the citizens of this country.

We’ve made a good start on this over the
last 2 years. We’ve already given 23 States the
right to slash through Federal rules and regula-
tions to reform their own welfare systems. Last
year, we introduced the most sweeping welfare
reform plan ever presented by an administration.
Today at the White House, I’m hosting an all-
day working session on welfare reform including
Governors, Members of Congress, Democrats
and Republicans, people on welfare, and people
who have worked their way off. I’m determined
to work with all of them to pass welfare reform,
and I hope we can make some progress today.

This is a complex and sometimes divisive
issue. But if we put partisanship aside, we can
come together and solve it around some simple
and important values: moving from dependence
to independence, from welfare to work, from
childbearing to responsible parenting. Let this
be the year we end welfare as we know it.
And let it also be the year we are all able
to stop using this issue to divide America. That
should be our commitment. The American peo-
ple deserve nothing less.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 6:08 p.m. on
January 27 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 28.

Statement on the Death of Jim Grant
January 28, 1995

It was with deep sadness and regret that Hil-
lary and I learned today of the death of Jim
Grant, executive director of UNICEF. Through-
out his long career, Jim Grant was a visionary
leader, one of the most distinguished inter-
national public servants of our time. It was in
recognition of Jim Grant’s lifelong contributions
that I was honored to present him with the
Presidential Medal of Freedom last August.

Under Jim Grant’s 15 years of leadership,
UNICEF has earned a reputation as one of
the most effective and esteemed U.N. agencies.
UNICEF retains its special place in the hearts
of all Americans.

We will remember Jim Grant most for his
tireless advocacy on behalf of the world’s chil-
dren and for pioneering low-cost, simple tech-
niques for alleviating disease, poverty, and suf-
fering among the neediest of children. One
measure of his legacy lies in the fact that today
80 percent of children in the developing world
receive immunizations, compared with 20 per-
cent in 1980 when Jim Grant assumed leader-
ship of UNICEF.

Today we have lost a personal friend, an
American hero and champion of children
throughout the world. We will all miss him.

Remarks at the National Governors’ Association Dinner
January 29, 1995

Good evening, ladies and gentlemen, and wel-
come to the White House, again for many of
you and for the first time for some. This is
always one of my favorite evenings of the year,
one of Hillary’s favorite evenings, a chance to
see old friends and think about old times and
look to the future.

Two years ago, when I had the opportunity
for the first time to host this dinner, after having
been on the other end of it for 12 years, I
pledged to you that I would take the experiences
that we had shared together and strive to form
a new partnership with the Governors and with
the States. After 2 years, I think it’s fair to
say that we have made good on that pledge.
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And tonight, I want to renew that pledge as
we debate the astonishing range of opportunities
and challenges that are ahead of us.

I also want to thank those of you who have
gone out of your way to give me the opportunity
to make good on the pledge when you thought
we were slipping a little. [Laughter] And I want
to thank those of you who have acknowledged
what you thought we were doing right. In par-
ticular, two of the Governors, not of my party,
who went through the line tonight and com-
plimented the partnership of the Federal Gov-
ernment and various agencies, I appreciate very
much.

I think every American now wants Govern-
ment to expand opportunity and to shrink bu-
reaucracy, to empower people to make the most
of their own lives, to enhance our security but
not to do those things which it ought not to
do. Working in partnership with us, many of
you have pioneered ways to reform health care
and to reform welfare, free of Federal rules
and regulations which had previously encum-
bered you. We have done our part to be good
partners. We have reduced the deficit; we have
reduced the size of the Government; we have
reduced regulation in important areas.

We have also done what we could to improve
our performance. I cited in the State of the
Union, and I cite again, something that those
of you who have had the misfortune to have
disasters know, which is that the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency and all those who
work in the disaster area, the Department of
Transportation, HUD, and others, are no longer
a disaster when disaster occurs. They are there
working in partnership with you, and we want
to do more of that.

In that spirit now, we begin a new year of
debates, working on welfare, perhaps the most
important thing we can do from the point of
view of all the people of all of our States, with-
out regard to party or region or race or income.
We had a very, very good meeting yesterday
with a bipartisan group of Governors, local offi-
cials, Members of Congress, and I thank those
of you who participated.

The Vice President will also be presenting
a second round of reinventing Government pro-

posals which will cut further spending and re-
duce the Federal role and give more responsibil-
ities to the State. And as you know, we are
proposing a tax relief package which focuses pri-
marily on education and giving people tax reduc-
tions in return for educating their children and
themselves.

I hope as we go forward, we can agree on
the things which we don’t think the Federal
Government should be doing. And I hope we’ll
also be agreeing on some things we think we
should do. There is a plain national interest
in protecting the essential needs of the children
of this country. We clearly can do some things
right in a nonbureaucratic, creative way. And
I think the best example of that is AmeriCorps,
our national service program, which has worked
closely with many of you in this room tonight.

I want to close by saluting your distinguished
chair, Governor Dean, and Judy, and all of you
for all you have done. For those of you who
have worked with Hillary and with me over the
years and with the members of our Cabinet,
particularly those who are former Governors—
and I see Governor Babbitt and Governor Riley
here—let me say that there is no more reward-
ing experience than being able to reach across
the lines that divide us to feel that we are really
making a difference in peoples’ lives, that we
are giving the American people a government
that is leaner but not meaner, one that really
does help them make the most of their own
lives. I think that’s why we all got into this
work, and if we’ll just keep that in mind, I
think when we’re all done, we’ll be very proud.

I’d like to propose a toast to the chair of
the National Governors’ Association and to his
fine wife and to all the Governors and their
spouses tonight.

To the Governors and their families: Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:41 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Gov. Howard Dean of
Vermont, chair of the National Governors’ Asso-
ciation, and his wife, Judith.
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Remarks in a Telephone Conversation Congratulating the Super Bowl
Champion San Francisco 49ers
January 29, 1995

The President. Eddie, can you hear me?
Eddie DeBartolo. Yes, Mr. President, I can.
The President. It’s nice to hear your voice.

Congratulations.
Mr. DeBartolo. Thank you so much, sir.
The President. I want to say to you and to

George and Carmen and to all your wonderful
players, it was a—the whole season was thrilling
for all of us, and I think the best thing I can
say about the 49ers is, I haven’t met a single
fan anywhere in America who resents all the
success you’ve had. And that’s a rare thing. And
it’s a real tribute to you, to the coach, and
to the players in the way you’ve won and the
way you’ve conducted yourself. We’re all happy
and proud of you tonight.

Mr. DeBartolo. Well, Mr. President, I can’t
thank you enough for taking this time, and I
know from a very busy schedule. And we’re
all your backers, and I thank you so much from
the bottom of my heart.

The President. Thank you. Congratulations to
all of you.

Mr. DeBartolo. Thank you very much.
The President. I liked seeing George without

his glasses. He looks good.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 p.m. from the
Residence at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to San Francisco 49ers football team
owner Eddie DeBartolo, head coach George
Seifert, and team president Carmen Policy.

Remarks at the National Governors’ Association Gala
January 29, 1995

Thank you. Well, we want to thank John and
Jonathan and Mary Chapin Carpenter. And at
least from my part, I know how hard it is to
do anything when you’re hoarse. [Laughter]

It doesn’t get any better than this. You were
wonderful. We thank you. It’s been wonderful
for Hillary and for me to have all of you here.
There will be music out in the foyer and a
little dancing if you have a little of that spirit.

I will say this: For all of us who come from
small towns all across America, I wish I had

a nickel for every time I drove through that
town you sang about tonight. [Laughter]

Thank you all. God bless you, and good night.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:48 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to singer Mary Chapin Carpenter and
her accompanists, John Jennings and Jonathan
Carroll.

Remarks to the National Governors’ Association
January 30, 1995

Good morning. First, I want to welcome you
back to the White House. For those of you
who were here last night, Hillary and I enjoyed
having you; it was a great dinner and we enjoyed
the conversation and the entertainment and the
fellowship.

There are two or three things I’d like to speak
about this morning before turning the micro-
phone over to Governor Dean and Governor
Thompson and the Vice President. First, let me
thank the executive committee for its vote yes-
terday on our stabilization measure for Mexico.
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