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Dec. 17 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Richard J. Ernst Community Cultural Center

at Northern Virginia Community College in
Annandale, VA.

Statement on the Helicopter Tragedy in North Korea
December 18, 1994

We have been informed by the Government
of the Democratic Republic of North Korea,
through Congressman Bill Richardson who is in
Pyongyang, that one of the pilots of the U.S.
Army helicopter that strayed into North Korean
airspace on December 16, Chief Warrant Offi-
cer David Hilemon of Clarksville, TN, was killed
in the downing of the helicopter. North Korean
officials have told Congressman Richardson that
the other crewman, Chief Warrant Officer
Bobby Hall of Brooksville, FL, is alive and re-
portedly uninjured. Our thoughts and prayers
are with the families of both of these dedicated
aviators.

Congressman Richardson, who has been in
continuing contact with Secretary of State War-

ren Christopher during this period, has at my
instructions told the North Korean Government
that we want prompt access to Chief Warrant
Officer Hall and his return to a U.S. facility
along with the remains of Chief Warrant Officer
Hilemon. We are using all available channels
to press for an early resolution of this matter.

This tragic loss of life was unnecessary. Our
primary concern now is the welfare of Chief
Warrant Officer Hall and his return along with
the body of Chief Warrant Officer Hilemon.
Congressman Richardson, who has worked tire-
lessly to resolve this matter over the past 2
days, is staying in North Korea for now and
will remain in constant contact with North Ko-
rean officials on our behalf.

Remarks on the Middle Class Bill of Rights and North Korea
December 19, 1994

The President. Last week, I outlined my pro-
posal for a middle class bill of rights to help
the American people restore the American
dream. The GI bill after World War II gave
a generation of Americans a chance to build
their own lives and their own dreams. Now we
can help a new generation of hardworking peo-
ple get the right education and skills, raise their
children, and keep their families strong so that
they can get ahead in the new American econ-
omy.

I want to take just a moment to remind you
of the four features in that bill of rights. First,
for a family making less than $120,000, the tui-
tion they pay for postsecondary education, train-
ing, and retraining would be fully deductible
from a taxable income, phased up to $10,000
a year; second, for a family with an income
of $75,000 a year or less, a tax cut phased up
to $500 a year for every child under the age
of 13; third, for families with incomes under

$100,000 a year, the ability to put away $2,000
tax-free into an IRA and then withdraw that
money tax-free for costs of education, health
care, first-time home, or the care of an elderly
parent. Finally, we will make billions of dollars
available that the Government normally spends
itself, through separate job-training programs,
directly to workers who can decide on how best
to use the money to learn new skills.

There’s only one reason we can afford to do
this at this time. We have worked very hard
to cut Government spending and to bring the
deficit under control. The Government debt in-
creased by 4 times during the 12 years before
I took office. I want to remind you what that
burden means. It means that this April when
people make out their checks to the Govern-
ment, 28 cents of every dollar of Federal income
tax will be necessary to pay interest on the debt
accumulated between 1981 and the day I was
inaugurated. It is our responsibility to turn that
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