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differences and coming together in goodwill.
Recognizing that there is still much work to
be done, let us build on this success and nurture
love and caring in our world, in our neighbor-
hoods, and in our homes. With this commit-

ment, we can all share in the fulfillment of
the Christmas promise.

Hillary joins me in wishing you joy and peace
this Christmas.

BILL CLINTON

Statement on the California Bay Delta Agreement
December 15, 1994

When I campaigned for President, I said
many times that environmental protection and
economic growth can go hand in hand.

Today’s historic Bay Delta agreement dem-
onstrates that this goal can be achieved. It re-
solves one of the most contentious and impor-
tant public policy issues affecting the State of
California. It puts an end to a bitter conflict
that has persisted for decades.

This is a solution that serves all the people
of California. It means farmers will have a reli-
able supply of water to grow their crops; that
commercial and sport fishermen will have reli-
able supplies of fish; that cities in California
will have consistent, predictable supplies of
water at reasonable rates; and that those who
love the outdoors will find places throughout
northern California with fish, birds, and clean,
fresh water.

Under the leadership of Secretary Babbitt and
Administrator Browner, the Federal Govern-

ment aggressively faced up to its responsibilities,
took a process that had previously failed, and
made it work. We made certain all the Federal
agencies worked together, not at cross purposes;
we challenged our scientists to create new ways
of using water more efficiently; and we invited
all stakeholders to take responsibility for a com-
prehensive solution.

The result is an innovative plan that protects
both water quality and water supplies; that en-
hances environmental and economic progress;
and that provides the certainty necessary for
water users to plan well into the future. It dem-
onstrates that, with strong leadership and a co-
operative spirit, environmental laws can be prop-
erly and productively enforced.

This historic agreement is good for economic
growth, good for the environment, and good
for California and the Nation.

Address to the Nation on the Middle Class Bill of Rights
December 15, 1994

Good evening. My fellow Americans, ours is
a great country with a lot to be proud of. But
at this holiday season, everybody knows that all
is not well with America, that millions of Ameri-
cans are hurting, frustrated, disappointed, even
angry. In this time of enormous change, our
challenge is both political and personal. It in-
volves Government, all right, but it goes way
beyond Government, to the very core of what
matters most to us. The question is, what are
we going to do about it?

Let’s start with the economic situation. I ran
for President to restore the American dream

and to prepare the American people to compete
and win in the new American economy. For
too long, too many Americans have worked
longer for stagnant wages and less security. For
2 years, we pursued an economic strategy that
has helped to produce over 5 million new jobs.
But even though the economic statistics are
moving up, most of our living standards aren’t.
It’s almost as if some Americans are being pun-
ished for their productivity in this new economy.
We’ve got to change that. More jobs aren’t
enough. We have to raise incomes.
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