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Joint Statement on Future Aerospace Cooperation Between the United
States and Ukraine
November 22, 1994

President Clinton and President Kuchma un-
derscored the important role that cooperation
in civil and commercial aerospace activities can
play in furthering scientific, technical and eco-
nomic ties between the United States and
Ukraine. As a first significant step in this co-
operation, the two Presidents signed an agree-
ment on cooperation in the exploration and use
of outer space for peaceful purposes that will
expand joint efforts in space communications,
space technology, life and microgravity sciences
applications, remote sensing and earth sciences,
space sciences and telecommunications.

The two Presidents agreed that future joint
activities should be explored. Both Presidents
recognized that the Ukrainian aerospace industry
can make a valuable contribution to Ukraine’s
economic reform and development as it under-
takes the transition to a market economy. They
resolved to work together to open prospects for
Ukrainian access to international aerospace mar-

kets. Noting that a preliminary dialogue address-
ing the potential for commercial space opportu-
nities between the United States and Ukraine
had already begun, they agreed to hold further
talks on commercial launches and the scope of
these activities, in accordance with market prin-
ciples, with the principles contained in inter-
national arrangements for integrating economies
in transition into the international space launch
market, and consistent with current obligations
of the two countries.

President Clinton and President Kuchma also
directed the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration and the Ukrainian National Space
Agency to identify potential experiments and
payloads which could qualify for flight on the
Space Shuttle and also to create an opportunity
for a Ukrainian Payload Specialist to fly on the
Space Shuttle. Both agencies will jointly report
their recommendations for such a mission by
March 31, 1995.

Remarks at the State Dinner for President Leonid Kuchma of Ukraine
November 22, 1994

Ladies and gentlemen, President Kuchma,
Mrs. Kuchma, members of the Ukrainian dele-
gation, diplomatic corps, Ukrainian-Americans,
and distinguished guests, tonight we meet to
celebrate a new friendship between our two na-
tions and a new freedom for the people of the
Ukraine. We also celebrate our peoples’ devo-
tion to the shared values that produce peace
and prosperity. In a time when it is tempting
to take the easy way out, Ukraine has set for
itself the highest goals.

Mr. President, people around the world ad-
mire you for your wisdom in leading your coun-
try toward a nonnuclear future, a move now
heralded around the world. And we applaud
your courage on embarking on the difficult path
of economic reform, a path that holds the prom-
ise of turning the vast resources of your country
into real prosperity. As you strive to build a

peaceful and prosperous Ukraine, we will stand
by you and work with you.

The Slavic root of the name Ukraine means
‘‘borderland,’’ but the independent Ukraine of
today is at the very heart of Europe. It occupies
a central place in our world. Our freedom and
your freedom are bound together. We share the
same desire to build a safer and better world
for our children.

Mr. President, you are renowned as the man
who ran Pivdenmash, the largest aerospace plant
in the world. Just as you brought that vast oper-
ation to the pinnacle of technical excellence,
we know you will be able to bring the hard
work of reform down to earth and that you
will deploy all your engineering skill to the con-
struction of a new democratic nation. I might
also add that a democratic Ukraine supports the
idea of a democratic Russia, which is best for
Russia, Ukraine, and the United States.
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