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Statement on Maritime Legislation
October 19, 1994

The American maritime industry plays an im-
portant role in our Nation’s economy and secu-
rity. Under Secretary Peña’s leadership, we have
made significant progress implementing a pro-
gram that enhances the competitiveness of
American shipyards in the international commer-
cial market. But our work is not complete.

Congress still must act to ensure a maritime
presence in the United States’ vast international

trade. It must act to ensure that a fleet of U.S.-
flag merchant ships, crewed by skilled American
seafarers, stands ready to serve our country’s
economic and military sealift needs. The admin-
istration looks forward to working with the next
Congress to enact legislation that achieves these
important goals.

Remarks at a Dinner for Governor Mario Cuomo in New York City
October 19, 1994

You’ve still got it, Mario. [Laughter]
Among the many things I admire about Gov-

ernor Cuomo is his remarkable family. And here
was his wife saying you should vote for him
because he’s strong and slim. Can you imagine
what would happen to anybody else if someone
got up and said, ‘‘You should vote for this per-
son because he’s got a good body’’? I mean,
it was great. [Laughter]

His son tells him today, Andrew says in the
economic conference, ‘‘Don’t speak very long,
Dad.’’ So Mario gets up and announces it and
then gives his speech at twice the normal speed.
[Laughter]

I watched him tonight, and I was thinking,
why is this a race? Why is it even close?

I don’t know how many of you saw my friend
Ken Burns’ magnificent series on baseball, but
Mario was in it, and he hasn’t seen it because
he’s been out campaigning. I’m not up, so I
stay home and watch ‘‘Baseball’’—[laughter]—
the only baseball we have right now. One of
the things that is in this series is the scouting
report from the Pittsburgh Pirates on the prom-
ising young center fielder from St. Johns. This
is what the scout said about Mario Cuomo: ‘‘Po-
tentially the best prospect on the club; could
go all the way if he improves his hitting to
the point of a respectable batting average. He’s
aggressive; he plays hard; he’s intelligent, not
easy to get to know but very well-liked by those
who succeed in penetrating his shell.’’ Let me
tell you something, he’s still the best prospect

on the club, and he ought to be sent back
to the playing field. And his batting average
is very, very good.

You know, when Mario was talking about
how—all of his immigrant roots and doing all
that, I just was virtually transported. I never
get tired of thinking about that sort of thing
about our country. In a much more blunt and
less eloquent way, Boris Yeltsin said the same
thing to me the other day when he was here—
really, it was the time before last we were to-
gether. Yeltsin grew up in a house literally
where the farm animals shared the living room
with the children. He was in a very difficult
way as a child, and he had read somewhere
that I had once lived in a house without indoor
plumbing. So about halfway through this ban-
quet he looked at me one night and he said,
‘‘You know, guys like us don’t get to be Presi-
dent very often.’’ [Laughter] The truth is, guys
like us do get to be President or Governor or
other things in this country because this is a
very great country, because we’ve had leaders
like Mario Cuomo.

I’ve had a lot of time to think about this
Governor’s race in New York. You know, I ad-
mire your Governor so much, I like him so
much, I feel that he is my real partner. I think
that he has given you strong and disciplined
and responsible leadership, and he’s still full of
new ideas and energy. But I also understand
what the issues are.
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