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is the kind of insight that will serve Haiti so
well in the years ahead.

Let me conclude by expressing my gratitude
to all those who have done their part to give
Haiti a second chance, something we need more
for not only countries but people in this old
world. I thank the 30 countries whose troops
are in Haiti as part of the multinational coalition
and all the nations who joined our multilateral
efforts in the Caribbean community, the Organi-
zation of American States, and United Nations.
Your efforts have made our hemisphere safer
and sent a message of resolve around the world.

I thank the men and women of our Armed
Forces who have answered the call and per-
formed a difficult job with skill, devotion, and
humanity. You are the steel in the sword of
America’s diplomacy. Thanks to your efforts, the
world knows that we will stand for democracy,
honor our commitments, and expect others to
honor theirs.

I thank especially the families of our service
members here at home, those who make such
great sacrifices. Some of them, including the
children, are here today, and I would like to
ask them to stand and be recognized, the fami-
lies of the service people serving in Haiti. [Ap-
plause]

And finally, to the American people, I say
that although we are not, we cannot, and we

should not be the policemen of the world, we
have proved once again that America will stand
up for others when the cause is clear, the mis-
sion is achievable, and our interests are at stake.
The American people have done the right thing
in Haiti. They have stood for what is best about
America. And because of the support of the
American people, democracy will be stronger
tomorrow than it is today all around the world.

Finally, to President Aristide and the people
of Haiti, for 3 years you have kept faith against
all odds that one day a government of the peo-
ple would be restored to your native land. To-
morrow will be that day. You have survived dec-
ades of violence, terror, poverty with dignity,
pride, and hope. Now you and your people will
have the opportunity to make democracy work
for yourselves; to let all the children we are
tired of seeing in turmoil on our newscasts be-
come a part of that vast mass of humanity in
free societies seeking their God-given potential.
I say to you, bonne chance, Haiti toma. Good
luck, and long live Haiti.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. at the
North Portico of the West Wing at the White
House. The Executive order is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Haiti
October 14, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On October 4, 1991, pursuant to the Inter-

national Emergency Economic Powers Act (50
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) and the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), President
Bush exercised his statutory authority to issue
Executive Order No. 12775, declaring a national
emergency and blocking Haitian government
property. To further tighten the sanctions
against Haiti, President Bush exercised his statu-
tory authority to issue Executive Order No.
12779, and I acted pursuant to the same au-
thorities as well as the United Nations Participa-
tion Act of 1945, as amended (22 U.S.C. 287c),
to issue Executive Order Nos. 12853, 12872,
12914, 12917, 12920, and 12922.

In view of the restoration of a democratically
elected government in Haiti, and taking into
consideration United Nations Security Council
Resolution 944 of September 29, 1994, I have
determined that the unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States previously
posed by the policies and actions of the de facto
regime in Haiti has terminated. Today, pursuant
to the above authorities, I have exercised my
statutory authority to issue an Executive order
to terminate the national emergency declared
in Executive Order No. 12775 and revoke the
Executive orders referenced above imposing ad-
ditional sanctions with respect to Haiti.
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I have determined to issue the new Executive
order terminating all remaining sanctions against
Haiti in view of the return of Haiti’s legitimately
elected President, Jean-Bertrand Aristide, and
the adoption of United Nations Security Council
Resolution 944, which rescinds mandatory sanc-
tions against Haiti previously adopted by the
Security Council with our support.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
Executive order is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Remarks on Presenting Arts and Humanities Awards
October 14, 1994

Thank you very much. Ladies and gentlemen,
Hillary and I are delighted to have all of you
here today. This is the second year I’ve had
the pleasure of honoring the winners of the
National Medal of the Arts and the Charles
Frankel Prize. And it’s really one of the great
pleasures of my job. I may or may not be the
first President who’s actually reviewed the rec-
ommendations of the committee when they send
them to me for who should receive the prize,
but it enables me to sort of relive large chunks
of my life as I see the artists who have been
recommended for this esteemed honor.

Today we celebrate the human imagination
and its power to move us forward as a civiliza-
tion. In honoring our finest artists and human-
ists, we honor the great American cultural tradi-
tions of pluralism, free expression, and toler-
ance. We honor the quality of our civic life,
which for more than two centuries has offered
hope and opportunities to Americans from all
walks of life, even in the midst of momentous
social and political change.

The arts and humanities are our bridge as
a people, our bridge to one another. Whatever
divisions exist among us, the arts and humanities
draw us together. They enable us to celebrate
our own individual identities, while also teaching
us about the things we share as Americans. They
give us a window on the human condition that
prevents us from becoming too complacent or
too numb or too fearful of the challenges and
complexities of the world of today and tomor-
row.

Too often we think of art and scholarship,
of creative expression and the world of ideas,
as the provinces of a cultural elite. Indeed, too
often these very arguments have been made by

those who would seek to divide us one from
another, to divide those who write our songs
and paint our pictures and act in our dramas
from what they would call normal Americans.
But the truth is that the arts and humanities
don’t discriminate or prejudge, they honor all
of us equally. And when we listen and look
and feel, they bind us together instead of giving
in to those who would divide us.

Song, dance, painting, drama, books, ideas,
and scholarship have never been the province
of one ethnic group, one religion, one political
faction in this country. They are part of our
common heritage. They convey all the distinct
and different voices, emotions, and images that
together make up what is a uniquely American
culture. That’s why they can be a powerful
source of our renewal and our common unity
as we move forward into the 21st century.

We need only look at our own history to
know that every step we have taken forward
as a democracy has coincided with a period of
great artistic and intellectual ferment. By fueling
our own imaginations, by enlarging our under-
standing of human experience, the arts and hu-
manities have always given us greater confidence
to confront whatever uncertainties loom before
us. We need that now, greater confidence in
the face of uncertainty, because I believe more
than I can convey in words that the 21st century
can be our greatest time if we learn to relish
and cherish and celebrate our diversity and to
face our challenges with genuine confidence.
[Applause] You know, I’m glad you clapped for
that because it wasn’t in the notes; it’s just what
I wanted to say. [Laughter] The president of
my alma mater, Georgetown, is over there. He’s
very glad I’m well-educated enough to think of
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