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the 21st century, when things are changing
much more rapidly, when it requires a whole
lot of knowledge from different sources to make
good decisions, and when you’re dealing with
problems that developed over a long period of
time and therefore may need some period of
time to solve. In that sort of environment, a
whole different decisionmaking process has to
take hold. And you need to deal with different
kinds of people and work in different ways to
make things happen.

But I think if I get scored based on what
we actually did, I’ll be satisfied. I just want
the American people to know what kind of
changes we’re trying to effect. And I don’t want
them to turn back; I want them to keep going
with us. Give us 2 more years to make these
changes; then they can make a judgment about
whether we did what we said we’d do.

Life in Washington, DC
Ms. Ratner. One last question: How’s it been

living in Washington? You’re new to this area;
I’m fairly new to the area. I find it a tough
place to be sometimes.

The President. Well, you know, Harry Truman
said if you want a friend here, you ought to
buy a dog. [Laughter] But I must say first, it’s
a beautiful place; it’s a magnificent place.

Ms. Ratner. It certainly is.
The President. Secondly, it is an honor—with

all the difficulties, it is still an honor and a
joy to come to work in this office every day.
Next, my wife and I have a lot of good friends
here. And our daughter has done wonderfully
well. She’s been blessed with a terrific school,
a very difficult, challenging, but good school and
wonderful friends. So I have no complaints
about living here. I’ve enjoyed it very much,
and I’m just trying to get up here every day
and do the job the American people hired me
to do.

Ms. Ratner. Thank you very much, Mr. Presi-
dent.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at 3:23 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this
interview.

Nomination for Controller of the Office of Management and Budget
October 12, 1994

The President today announced his nomina-
tion of G. Edward DeSeve as Controller of the
Office of Management and Budget (OMB).

‘‘Ed DeSeve is a financial innovator with fi-
nancial management expertise in both the public
and private sectors,’’ the President said. ‘‘He
is a welcome addition to OMB and will help

the administration meet its goal of strengthening
financial management throughout the Federal
Government.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks on Signing the Federal Acquisition Streamlining Act of 1994
October 13, 1994

Thank you very much. Ladies and gentlemen,
let me begin by thanking all of you for all your
work on these projects and thanking the Mem-
bers of Congress who are here. Let me also
begin with a story that’s not in my notes but
I think is important to you to understand all
this.

When Vice President Gore and I showed up
here 20 months ago, we had talked about a
lot of things. There were even cartoons making
fun of us for being policy wonks. I’ve got one
in there in the White House with everybody
falling asleep while I talked to them about more
new ideas. [Laughter] But one of the things
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