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Letter Accepting the Resignation of Jean Hanson as General Counsel at
the Department of the Treasury
August 18, 1994

Dear Jean:

I have your letter of August 18, tendering
your resignation as General Counsel of the De-
partment of the Treasury, and I accept your
resignation effective on the confirmation of your
successor.

Secretary Bentsen tells me that you have per-
formed your duties with great skill and devotion.
You have my thanks for your valuable service
to the nation, and my best wishes for your
future legal career.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

f

Dear Mr. President:

I am resigning today as General Counsel of
the Treasury. My former law partners have
asked me to rejoin them in the private practice
of law in New York and I believe this is the
right time to accept their offer, upon the effec-
tiveness of my resignation. I understand that,
with your concurrence, my resignation will take
effect upon the confirmation of my successor.

I was honored to be nominated by you and
grateful for the opportunity to serve in your
Administration. You have repeatedly dem-
onstrated your willingness to tackle the difficult
issues of our time and I admire your vital lead-
ership. I consider myself fortunate to have been
able to work with, and for, Secretary Bentsen
and Roger Altman.

While the decision to leave government is
not an easy one, I look forward to returning
to New York to resume my personal and profes-
sional relationships there. I wish you well in
your continued efforts and want you to know
that my support for your policies and programs
remains strong and resolute.

With every best wish.

Sincerely,

JEAN E. HANSON

NOTE: Ms. Hanson’s letter of resignation to Sec-
retary of the Treasury Lloyd Bentsen and the Sec-
retary’s letter of acceptance were also made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the
Partnership For Peace
August 18, 1994

Dear Mr. Chairman:
In accordance with section 514(a) of Public

Law 103–236 (22 U.S.C. 1928 note), I am sub-
mitting to you this report on implementation
of the Partnership for Peace initiative.

The adoption of the Partnership for Peace
initiative at the NATO Summit last January
marked an historic milestone in the relationship
between NATO and the nations of Europe re-
cently emerged from decades of communist
domination. The reaction of the new democ-

racies to NATO’s opening to the East has been
energetic. In the 6 months since the Summit,
22 countries, including Russia, have joined the
Partnership. In their enthusiastic response to
NATO’s invitation, these countries have under-
taken to respect existing borders and to settle
disputes by peaceful means. Moreover, they will
engage in practical cooperation with the armed
forces of NATO countries and continue to ab-
sorb our culture of democracy, individual free-
dom, and the rule of law. As the attached report
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indicates, the Partnership established offices in
Brussels and Mons, and a full program of mili-
tary exercises this fall will serve to demonstrate
NATO’s commitment to immediate implementa-
tion of the Partnership initiative. The first Part-
nership exercises are scheduled for this Sep-
tember, with Poland the first former Warsaw
Pact nation to host an exercise on its territory.

The end of the Cold War presented the
United States and our allies with a tremendous
opportunity to establish real security in Europe.
Through the Partnership, the United States can
work toward NATO’s expansion to democracies

in the East. The Partnership for Peace provides
a dynamic instrument for transforming former
adversaries into lasting partners and for consoli-
dating, strengthening, and extending peace for
generations to come.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Claiborne
Pell, chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Re-
lations, and Lee H. Hamilton, chairman, House
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

The President’s News Conference
August 19, 1994

Cuban Refugees

The President. Good afternoon. In recent
weeks the Castro regime has encouraged Cu-
bans to take to the sea in unsafe vessels to
escape their nation’s internal problems. In so
doing, it has risked the lives of thousands of
Cubans, and several have already died in their
efforts to leave.

This action is a cold-blooded attempt to main-
tain the Castro grip on Cuba and to divert atten-
tion from his failed Communist policies. He is
trying to export to the United States the political
and economic crises he has created in Cuba,
in defiance of the democratic tide flowing
throughout this region.

Let me be clear: The Cuban Government will
not succeed in any attempt to dictate American
immigration policy. The United States will do
everything within its power to ensure that
Cuban lives are saved and that the current out-
flow of refugees is stopped.

Today, I have ordered that illegal refugees
from Cuba will not be allowed to enter the
United States. Refugees rescued at sea will be
taken to our naval base at Guantanamo, while
we explore the possibility of other safe havens
within the region. To enforce this policy, I have
directed the Coast Guard to continue its ex-
panded effort to stop any boat illegally attempt-
ing to bring Cubans to the United States. The
United States will detain, investigate, and, if
necessary, prosecute Americans who take to the

sea to pick up Cubans. Vessels used in such
activities will be seized.

I want to compliment the Coast Guard and
the Immigration and Naturalization Service for
their efforts. And I want to thank Florida’s offi-
cials, including Governor Chiles and the Florida
congressional delegation, for their help in pro-
tecting and saving the lives of Cubans who seek
to escape the regime.

Anticrime Legislation
Now I’d like to speak just for a moment about

the crime bill. In the last week I have fought
hard to put this crime bill back on track. After
extensive talks with members of both parties,
I have indicated my support for strengthening
the provisions that require sexual predators to
report to the police and make sure their com-
munities are notified of their presence. And I
support cutting overall spending in the bill by
10 percent.

These cuts will ensure that every dollar au-
thorized in the bill will actually be paid for,
not with new taxes and not by diverting dollars
from other needed programs but, as I have al-
ways insisted, with the savings we will gain from
reducing the size of the Federal Government
by over a quarter of a million people over the
next 6 years, to its lowest size in over 30 years,
since President Kennedy was here. And all of
these historic savings will go back to the Amer-
ican people to make their streets and their
homes, their schools safer.
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