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land, one that builds prisons to lock up violent
criminals where they belong, one that takes
handguns away from minors, one that provides
prevention programs that police officers demand
to help steer our kids in troubled areas away
from crime and drugs in the first place. And
the bills must be paid for not by raising taxes
but by cutting the Federal bureaucracy.

I gave the Congress a plan to reduce the
Federal bureaucracy by 250,000 and more over
the next 5 years, to bring the Federal Govern-
ment to its lowest level in 30 years, and to
put all the savings in a trust fund to pay for
the crime bill. And let me be clear about this:
The crime bill must ban the assault weapons
that have no place on our streets.

We don’t need any more Washington, DC,
games like the House of Representatives played
last week. Up until that vote, this crime bill
was bipartisan all the way, with Republicans and
Democrats voting for everything that must be
included. Now the Republicans say, well, there’s
too much money for prevention in this bill. They
call it pork. Well, all I know is, all the police

officers in this country know we need to give
kids something to say yes to. I know that 65
Republicans voted for a bill that had even more
prevention funds back in the spring, but only
11 would stand up to the withering pressure
of their leadership when the bill came back and
was ready to pass just this week.

The American people have to make it clear
to Members of Congress from both parties that
even if they disagree with a particular measure
in this crime bill, the overall bill is the best,
the smartest bill we have ever had in this coun-
try, and the American people need it. It’s time
to put politics aside and finish the job. Help
our Nation’s police officers make our streets
safer.

This fight is not over. I am continuing it.
I want you to fight with me. Our children, our
families, our future deserve no less.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
Camp David, MD.

Statement on the Death of NATO Secretary General Manfred Woerner
August 13, 1994

It was with deep sorrow and regret that I
learned today of the death of NATO Secretary
General Manfred Woerner. On behalf of the
American people, I convey the United States’
most heartfelt condolences to Mrs. Woerner and
the Woerner family.

As Secretary General of NATO for the past
6 years and as a distinguished German statesman
over the two preceding decades, Manfred
Woerner’s heroic leadership made an enduring
contribution to democracy and security in Eu-
rope. He was a true and loyal friend of the
United States and provided wise counsel to me
and other Alliance heads of state and govern-
ment. Even while he bravely fought his illness,

Manfred Woerner worked tirelessly to transform
our Alliance to meet the new challenges of the
post-cold-war era and to direct its critical in-
volvement in the search for peace in Bosnia.
Manfred Woerner’s central role in forging
NATO’s partnership with the new democracies
of Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union
was a major contribution to our common effort
to build an integrated transatlantic community.

I will miss the candor, the friendship, and
the good humor that Manfred Woerner dis-
played to the very end of his life. The trans-
atlantic community has lost one of its finest citi-
zens and leaders.
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