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we’re working hard to do those things, to create
more jobs, to improve our schools, to deal with
our health care problems, to make our streets
safer and our schools safer and take on some
of these tough law enforcement issues that re-
late to crime and drugs.

The Congress voted last week to ban assault
weapons. It’s high time to put more police offi-
cers on the street, to give young people more
programs that will help to prevent them from
getting involved in a violent life. We have made
some personal decisions. But you have to make
some personal decisions, too. The magic of edu-
cation starts in every school, in every classroom.
You have to decide that you will not drop out
of school and that you will stay in and that
you will do well. You have to decide that you
will not use alcohol or drugs or take up guns.
You have to decide that you will not become
a mother or a father before you’re old enough
to understand and take responsibility and do
the job right, instead of wrecking your life with
it. You have to decide that you are going to
have the discipline and commitment necessary
to continue your education and to tone down
the frustration and anger that every person feels.

A lot of these kids getting killed today are
getting killed with the same sort of anger and
frustration that people have always felt when
they were fighting over things, except now they
can go pick up a gun and do something about
it. You have to take the lead, every one of you,
in dealing with your own lives and your own
schools to try to stop this. This is crazy, all
this violence among young people. And a lot
of these kids that are killing their lives by shoot-
ing other people are people who don’t even
have prior criminal records. You’ve got to get
together and talk about what makes people mad,
and what do you do when you get mad and
when you get frustrated, and how do you walk
away from that. And that’s something that the

President and the Congress and all the people
in the world can’t do for you if you won’t do
for yourselves.

We are very fortunate in this country today
that 40 years ago the people did what was nec-
essary to bring that case to the Supreme Court
and that every Justice on the Supreme Court
said separate but unequal educational facilities
are wrong. And if they are separated by race
by law, they are by definition unequal, and they
are unconstitutional. We are all a better people
because of that. And you all wouldn’t be here
together, doing what you’re doing in this school
today, if that hadn’t happened.

But what you have to do now is to say, ‘‘That
didn’t solve all the problems, but it got me
to the starting line. It gave me a chance to
live in an America that was more honest in
living up to its creed that we are all equal under
God. And now I have a chance, and I’m going
to make the most of it.’’ The whole future of
America is riding on whether we can have young
people who are well-educated, well-disciplined,
hopeful about the future, and more interested
in helping each other than hurting each other,
more interested in books than guns, more inter-
ested in 5 years from now than 5 seconds from
now. You have to do that. Your country is count-
ing on you.

I will do everything I can as President. And
all these people will do everything they can to
make sure that you have a good country to
grow up in, that you can succeed, that you can
have a good life. But a lot of it is in your
hands. I urge you, on this 40th anniversary of
one of the greatest decisions for freedom ever
made, to stand up for your own freedom and
make the most of it.

God bless you, and good luck. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. at Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., Middle School.

Statement on the Report of the Federal Interagency Council on the
Homeless
May 17, 1994

Last year, I directed the Federal Interagency
Council on the Homeless to forge a single, co-

ordinated plan to break the cycle of homeless-
ness and prevent future homelessness.
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Today the Interagency Council released their
report, which recognizes the magnitude of the
problem of homelessness for the first time and
proposes a comprehensive, innovative approach,
the continuum of care, to move millions of
Americans off our streets and back into our
communities and our families. The 17-member
agency, under the leadership of the Secretaries
of HUD, HHS, and VA, and with the unprece-
dented consultation of thousands of people
across the country, deserves credit for a thor-
ough and honest examination of this complex
problem.

‘‘Priority Home: The Federal Plan to Break
the Cycle of Homelessness’’ is part of a larger
strategy of health care reform and welfare re-
form which will give every American the oppor-
tunity to break the cycle of dependence, become
self-sufficient, and work towards a better life
for themselves and their families.

NOTE: The report was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary. An additional release
of May 18 announced that the President proposed
funding increases for homeless programs in cities
across the country, and a State-by-State break-
down of dollar amounts was also made available.

Nomination for United States Marshals
May 17, 1994

The President today announced his intent to
nominate Robert Henry McMichael as U.S.
marshal for the Northern District of Georgia,
John W. Caldwell as U.S. marshal for the South-
ern District of Georgia, Roy Allen Smith as U.S.
marshal for the Southern District of Ohio, and
David William Troutman as U.S. marshal for
the Northern District of Ohio.

‘‘I am pleased to nominate these individuals
as U.S. marshals,’’ the President said. ‘‘They are
well-qualified, and I am confident they will
make a positive difference in our fight against
crime.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Appointment for the American Battle Monuments Commission
May 17, 1994

The President today announced the appoint-
ment of Joseph S. Laposata as Secretary of the
American Battle Monuments Commission.

‘‘I am happy to name Joseph Laposata as Sec-
retary to the American Battle Monuments Com-
mission,’’ the President said. ‘‘His career with

the Armed Forces will provide the Commission
with a wealth of experience that will certainly
prove beneficial.’’

NOTE: A biography of the appointee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks on Signing the Human Services Amendments of 1994
May 18, 1994

Thank you so much. I think Dr. Johnson is
a stronger statement for the merits of what has
been done and what is about to be done than
anything any of the rest of us can say. If every

American child could grow up to be like him,
we wouldn’t even have more than half the con-
versations we have every day in this town. So
I thank President Johnson and all those wise
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