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Q. Realistically, politically, sir, what are the
prospects?

The President. I don’t know yet. We’re work-
ing it. We couldn’t—because the House was un-
willing to consider it together, we had to work
the crime bill and get it through before we
could work the assault weapons bill, because
they had made a decision to vote them sepa-
rately. So I can’t answer your question now be-
cause we’re just now getting pounced in trying
to get our teeth into the effort.

Q. So you don’t know yet whether the tide
is turning on that?

The President. I think we’re in a lot better
shape than we were a week ago. But I don’t
know yet that it’ll pass. I’m working on it. I
think—it certainly should pass, and we’re in bet-
ter shape than we were a week ago. We’ll just

keep working. I feel pretty hopeful about it.
If these people are heard from, it will pass.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Lt. Randy Bean, whose fellow po-
lice officer was killed during a routine traffic stop;
Steven Sposato, whose wife was killed by a gun-
man in a San Francisco law office; James Brady,
former White House Press Secretary who was
wounded in the 1981 assassination attempt on
President Ronald Reagan; and former political
prisoner Wang Jontao. A reporter referred to
United Nations Secretary-General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali. A tape was not available for
verification of the exchange portion of this item.
The proclamation on National Crime Victims’
Rights Week is listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the International Fishing Conservation
and Management Agreement
April 25, 1994

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to acceptance, I transmit
herewith the Agreement to Promote Compliance
With International Conservation and Manage-
ment Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High
Seas, which was adopted at Rome by consensus
by the Conference of the United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organization (‘‘FAO’’) on No-
vember 24, 1993.

This Agreement was negotiated largely on the
initiative of the United States, in response to
the fisheries crises that have arisen in many
corners of the world. In my view, it represents
a significant breakthrough and offers the inter-
national community an opportunity to develop
responsible fishing practices on a global basis.
The Agreement once implemented, will begin
to resolve many of the problems that have un-
dermined the sustainability of high seas fishing
resources. By becoming party to this Agreement,
the United States would continue to dem-
onstrate its commitment to preserving these re-
sources and the livelihoods that depend on
them.

The Agreement sets forth a broad range of
obligations for Parties whose fishing vessels op-
erate on the high seas, including the obligation
to ensure that such vessels do not undermine
international fishery conservation and manage-
ment measures. Parties must also prohibit their
vessels from fishing on the high seas without
specific authorization and must take enforce-
ment measures in respect of vessels that con-
travene requirements flowing from the Agree-
ment.

The Agreement also creates an important role
for the FAO as a clearinghouse of data relating
to high seas fishing. Through the collection and
dissemination of such data, it will be possible
to improve our knowledge of all high seas fish-
eries, which is of critical importance if the inter-
national community is to protect these valuable
resources successfully.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Agreement and
give its advice and consent to acceptance.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
April 25, 1994.
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