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saw from the television portraits of some of you
that a lot of you have done this already—but
to try to take some of your time for as long
as you can just to find some way to expose
yourselves to the young people of this country.
Because so many of them have so many trou-
bles, they have so many difficulties; they have
no one to cheer them on or spur them on or
get them up at 4 o’clock in the morning the
way some of you had to to become what you
wanted to be. And yet, by seeing you they can
imagine themselves in the light of your life.

And I can tell you that I work hard up here
every day, all of us do, trying to find ways to
pull this country together and push this country
forward and give our people the opportunities
to live up to their God-given capacities. But
in the end, this country is great because of what
happens inside people’s spirits and in families
and in communities. And there are many of
those young people whom you could reach bet-
ter than I ever could. And because of what
you have done, they will see that there are
things that they could do; because of what you
became, there are things that they can become.

I thank my friends Florence Griffith Joyner
and Tom McMillen for their leadership of our
Council on Athletics and Physical Fitness and
all the others who have never forgotten the
power of example in a positive way. Just never
forget that. All of us as Americans are elated
at just the very thought that we could send
people to the Olympic games and what you had
to do. You will probably never know and most

of you will probably never see the results of
the people you may have influenced just by
visiting these schools in the last day. But I plead
with you to keep doing it, because there are
a lot of young people out there that we need
for America’s future. There are a lot of young
people out there who will be making decisions
about their lives in the next couple of years
who literally may be profoundly affected just
by seeing you standing in their classrooms or
walking their halls or having a simple conversa-
tion with them.

You are the embodiment of what the rest
of us try to create every day. I hope you’ll
never forget it and always give a little of it
back to the next generation of young Americans.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

[At this point, the President was presented with
a team jacket and a luge.]

The President. I don’t know if I have the
courage to get on this. [Laughter]

When I got this jacket, the Vice President,
never one to pass up an opportunity to keep
me humble, said, ‘‘They also have a luge suit
for you.’’ [Laughter] Nothing he says ever has
one meaning. The other meaning was, ‘‘Think
how much thinner you would look in it.’’
[Laughter]

This is wonderful. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:34 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.
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Thank you so much. Thank you very much,
Mr. Vice President and Dr. Walker and—what
am I supposed to call Hillary in public?—[laugh-
ter]—Madam First Lady.

You know, one of the things these Olympians
learn is a whole lot of discipline and, along
with that, sort of good conduct and good man-
ners. But I think we’re about to test it. They’ve
already heard all of us give one set of speeches
today, and now they’re having to sit through
a second or stand through a second, as the case
may be. It was wonderful for us to have all

of them at the White House today. And I want
to thank them for coming, for giving all of us
who work in the White House a big thrill at
having the opportunity to meet them and con-
gratulate them and express our great pride in
their achievements.

One potentially unfortunate thing occurred at
the White House today. Several of them invited
me to jog in the morning. [Laughter] So there’s
a whole bunch of them coming, and now that
I’ve announced it, doubtless more will come as
well. And so I’m going to have to go home
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early and get some extra sleep tonight. The Vice
President would come, too—and he’s a better
runner than I am—but he’s on his way to Mar-
rakesh tonight. He’s really taking a marathon—
going to the meeting which will finalize the un-
derstanding among all of our nations for a new
worldwide trade agreement and reminding the
other countries that they promised that the next
time we make a worldwide trade agreement,
it will be a green round, one devoted to pro-
tecting the global environment and proving that
that, too, can be good for our common eco-
nomic destiny. So I thank him for that.

A few moments before he ran and won the
100-meter final and captured the gold medal
in an Olympics a long time ago, one of the
heroes of my youth, Jesse Owens, said, ‘‘A life-
time of training for just 10 seconds.’’ Dr. Walker
and I were talking out here before we came
out to visit one more time and stand with the
Olympians, and we were speculating about what
the longest Winter Olympic event is, maybe the
cross-country skiing, maybe the biathlon. But
even the longest one is just the flash of an
eye compared to all the training. Think of how
many of these young athletes have worked their
lifetimes to compete for a minute, sometimes
slightly less, sometimes slightly more; a long
event, an exhausting event in some of these
encounters is 2 or 3 or 4 minutes. But really,
it isn’t a lifetime of effort for 10 seconds or
2 minutes or 2 hours. It’s a lifetime of effort
for a lifetime of reward. The reward of knowing
that you have done your best with your God-
given abilities, the reward of knowing you have
lived a good life and stand out as a good model.

I asked all these young people today to con-
tinue to visit schools and see the children of
America, as they did today. So many of our
children today don’t have parents or coaches
or teachers who can get them up early in the
morning, encourage them to great heights, pro-
vide the opportunities that so many of the rest
of us take for granted. And yet I think these
young Olympians, simply by talking to disadvan-
taged kids who may have no hope, who may
have no opportunity in their own mind, who
may not even be able to imagine what it is
like to make a commitment for a year, much
less 5 or 10 years or 20 years, the incredible
impact that they can have on the young people
of America is something that we must never
underestimate and something that I hope and
pray they will never underestimate.

I’d also like to say, to echo what the Vice
President said, that we are doing our best
through the President’s Council on Sports and
Physical Fitness to try to spread opportunities
for participating in athletics to all of our people.
And I have to tell you that one of the real
tragedies of the economic hardships our country
endured in the 1980’s is that many of our
schools and many of our cities cut back on rec-
reational facilities. Here in the Nation’s Capital,
I am told that there are only three functioning
ballparks that are open to kids who want to
start teams. We have kids growing up on streets
in America today who get all the way through
their teen years without ever holding a baseball
bat in their hand or having a mitt on their
hand. We have whole cities where there are
no Olympic-size swimming pools for children
to swim in.

And so the second thing I ask of you all
is to try to remind the city fathers and the
State officials and the Federal officials, too, that
body and mind go hand in hand, and we’ve
got to bring recreational opportunities back to
kids. We have to give them the spirit of team-
work and possibility even those who can never
be Olympic athletes.

And finally, let me remind you that when
the Olympics started, I mean, really started a
long time ago, it gave all the warring Greek
city states an excuse to quit fighting with one
another and find a way to compete in peace
and harmony and to forge bonds of under-
standing among people who literally were at war
one with the other. We saw that in a gripping
way in these Winter Olympics when the coura-
geous Olympians from Bosnia somehow made
their way to Lillehammer.

And so I ask all of you who have had the
experience of the Olympics always to be emis-
sary for a decent and humane set of relations
among the people of the world. Most of what
people are fighting for in this old world today,
with the end of the cold war, is based on ancient
hatreds, not present rational divisions, not prin-
cipled arguments over differences in a way of
life but old-fashioned bigotry that somehow they
can’t quite overcome. The spirit of the Olympics
can help that, and all of you can embody that
for the rest of your lives.

Somehow I think that all of these words that
we’ve just said may not be quite registering on
all the athletes because they’ve been through
so much this year. Robert Frost once said about
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the present, ‘‘It is too much for the senses,
too crowded, too confusing, too present to imag-
ine.’’ But soon the present will be past, and
all the athletes will fully comprehend, with the
benefit of time, the magnitude of their achieve-
ment in making our Olympic team and what
they mean in their own lives and to the lives
of their friends and families and what they can
mean to the lives of so many millions of others
in America. The Olympic moment may be over,

but their lifetime of training will bring a lifetime
of benefits to themselves and to all the rest
of us as well.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:10 p.m. at the
Washington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Leroy Walker, president, U.S. Olympic
Committee.

Statement on the Bombing in Hadera, Israel
April 13, 1994

The United States strongly condemns this ter-
rorist act. On behalf of the American people,
I want to express my condolences to the families
of the innocent victims killed on Israel’s day
of remembrance for those who fell in war. This
action, like those before it, is a further attempt
by extremists to derail the peace process. They
must not be allowed to succeed.

We strongly support Prime Minister Rabin’s
pledge that he will continue the peace negotia-

tions regardless of such terrorist acts. We also
welcome Chairman Arafat’s rejection of attacks
on innocent Israeli civilians intended to strike
at the peace process. We believe the best re-
sponse to the enemies of peace is to dem-
onstrate that negotiations can change realities
on the ground and give hope to Israelis and
Palestinians for a peaceful future.

Statement by the Press Secretary on the President’s Telephone Call to
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin of Israel
April 13, 1994

The President called Prime Minister Rabin
of Israel this afternoon to express his condo-
lences over the killings of Israeli civilians in
Hadera and to express his sense of urgency re-
garding concluding the agreement on implemen-
tation of the Israel-Palestinian Declaration of
Principles. Prime Minister Rabin agreed with
the President that it was important to accelerate

the negotiations and reach prompt agreement.
Both leaders underscored the need to ensure
that the enemies of peace do not succeed. The
President made it clear that the United States
was ready to do its part to ensure that the
negotiations reached a successful conclusion as
rapidly as possible.

Nomination for the Export-Import Bank of the United States
April 13, 1994

The President today announced his intention
to nominate Julie Belaga as a member of the

Board of Directors of the Export-Import Bank
of the United States.
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