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Roe against Wade. And secondly, we should not,
in any way, shape, or form fund abortions if
they are enforced on citizens by the govern-
ment, if they're against people’s will.

There may be other restrictions I would favor,
but I can just tell you that on the front end,
I think that those are the two places where
I would not support our funding going in. And
so 1 think that we ought to be very careful
in how we do this.

On the other hand, I don’t necessarily think
that we ought to write the Hyde amendment
into international law, because there are a lot
of countries who have a very different view of
this and whose religious traditions treat it dif-
ferently.

So I think that there is some room between
the original draft and where—it appears, from
the news reports, some folks in the State De-
partment may be going to write a policy that

most Americans could support. But I'm glad
you brought it up.

I, myself, did not know about this until just
a few days ago. And I have asked for a report,
and I've asked to see the documents myself
so I can get involved in it and at least try to
have some influence on what happens. Of
course, it’s an international conference. We
don’t know exactly how it will come out in the
end, and there will be countries and cultures
that have widely clashing views on this.

But anyway, I've answered you what I think.

Q. Thank you.

Q. Mr. President, thank you very much. We're
looking forward to a more informal gathering
with you Friday night.

The President. I'm looking forward to it, too.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:31 p.m. at the
J.W. Marriott Hotel.
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The President. Thank you very much, Mr.
Vice President, the First Lady, thank you for
coming out here, in this case not warming up
but trying to cool down the crowd—[laughter]—
while I was trying to get out of the Oval Office;
to all of our distinguished guests, and especially
to the Olympians.

Let me say, first of all, that the Olympics
for me, like most Americans, is primarily a per-
sonal experience, not something I experience as
President but something—I'm just another
American cheering for our teams. I'm proud
of the fact that we brought home more medals
than any U.S. Winter Olympic team in history.
I'm proud of the astonishing achievements of
this Paraolympic team and the fact that at least
two of the athletes won four gold medals.

I was elated and a little resentful, frankly,
when my wife and daughter were able to go
to Lillehammer, and I couldn’t. But you can
bet your last nickel that all of us will be in
Atlanta—[applause]—to our friends from Geor-
gia there.

There’s not much I can add to what the First
Lady and the Vice President have said, except

to first say how terribly impressed I was at the
reports I got from Hillary and Chelsea about
their contacts with the Olympians from the
United States, about what kind of young people
we sent over there and what kind of courage
they had and the efforts that they made. It
made an incredible impression on me.

And second, to tell you what I said when
I started, I experience the Olympics primarily
as a citizen. As a matter of fact, I may have
endangered the national security, because I
stayed up every night until you went off the
air. [Laughter] 1 saw every last event. 1 saw
every last interview. I heard “The Star-Spangled
Banner” played every time it was played. I did
it first when I was alone, and then when Hillary
and Chelsea came back, we did it together. And
I want to say something very personal about
it.

What you did there, just by getting there,
I hope with all my heart was communicated
to the children that you visited when you went
to the schools. And I thank you for that. And
if I could ask you just for one thing, it would
be to try to take some of your time—and I

689



Apr. 13 / Administration of William |. Clinton, 1994

saw from the television portraits of some of you
that a lot of you have done this already—but
to try to take some of your time for as long
as you can just to find some way to expose
yourselves to the young people of this country.
Because so many of them have so many trou-
bles, they have so many difficulties; they have
no one to cheer them on or spur them on or
get them up at 4 o’clock in the morning the
way some of you had to to become what you
wanted to be. And yet, by seeing you they can
imagine themselves in the light of your life.

And I can tell you that I work hard up here
every day, all of us do, trying to find ways to
pull this country together and push this country
forward and give our people the opportunities
to live up to their God-given capacities. But
in the end, this country is great because of what
happens inside people’s spirits and in families
and in communities. And there are many of
those young people whom you could reach bet-
ter than I ever could. And because of what
you have done, they will see that there are
things that they could do; because of what you
became, there are things that they can become.

I thank my friends Florence Griffith Joyner
and Tom McMillen for their leadership of our
Council on Athletics and Physical Fitness and
all the others who have never forgotten the
power of example in a positive way. Just never
forget that. All of us as Americans are elated
at just the very thought that we could send
people to the Olympic games and what you had
to do. You will probably never know and most

of you will probably never see the results of
the people you may have influenced just by
visiting these schools in the last day. But I plead
with you to keep doing it, because there are
a lot of young people out there that we need
for America’s future. There are a lot of young
people out there who will be making decisions
about their lives in the next couple of years
who literally may be profoundly affected just
by seeing you standing in their classrooms or
walking their halls or having a simple conversa-
tion with them.

You are the embodiment of what the rest
of us try to create every day. I hope youll
never forget it and always give a little of it
back to the next generation of young Americans.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

[At this point, the President was presented with
a team jacket and a luge.]

The President. 1 don’t know if I have the
courage to get on this. [Laughter]

When I got this jacket, the Vice President,
never one to pass up an opportunity to keep
me humble, said, “They also have a luge suit
for you.” [Laughter] Nothing he says ever has
one meaning. The other meaning was, “Think
how much thinner you would look in it”
[Laughter]

This is wonderful. Thank you very much.

NotE: The President spoke at 2:34 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.
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Thank you so much. Thank you very much,
Mr. Vice President and Dr. Walker and—what
am I supposed to call Hillary in publicP—{[laugh-
ter]|—Madam First Lady.

You know, one of the things these Olympians
learn is a whole lot of discipline and, along
with that, sort of good conduct and good man-
ners. But I think we're about to test it. They've
already heard all of us give one set of speeches
today, and now theyre having to sit through
a second or stand through a second, as the case
may be. It was wonderful for us to have all
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of them at the White House today. And I want
to thank them for coming, for giving all of us
who work in the White House a big thrill at
having the opportunity to meet them and con-
gratulate them and express our great pride in
their achievements.

One potentially unfortunate thing occurred at
the White House today. Several of them invited
me to jog in the morning. [Laughter] So there’s
a whole bunch of them coming, and now that
I've announced it, doubtless more will come as
well. And so I'm going to have to go home
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