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this week now, we’ve got to go ahead and pass
that crime bill. I feel very good about where
we are on that.

Q. [Inaudible]—any change in the current
policy?

The President. My policy is clear, and I have
no plans to change it.

Immigration
Q. Mr. President, on immigration, the State

of Florida is talking about a lawsuit against the
Federal Government to recoup the monies that
this State pays on incoming refugees. Should
the Federal Government help pay for that?

The President. We should pay more. And
under my administration we are paying more
than ever before. This situation had been al-
lowed to develop, in my judgment, to a very
severe degree when I became President only
a little over a year ago. Since that time, we
have moved aggressively to try to alleviate the
health, the education, and the welfare costs that
States bear because of immigration. The States
that have the biggest burdens, California, Flor-
ida, and Texas, to some extent New York, have

not been fully reimbursed. But I’m moving
ahead to try to alleviate this burden. It isn’t
fair. National policies, or lack of policies, and
the inability of our country to control our bor-
ders in the face of illegal immigration, are not
the fault of any particular State. And it is a
national responsibility. But we are moving in
the Congress to try to alleviate these burdens.
I worked hard—we made some real progress
last year. We’re going to make some more this
year. And I think Florida should do what they
can to keep the pressure on us. But they need
to know that I’m on the side of the Florida
officials on this one. It’s just going to take some
time to work ourselves out of a very big hole
that I found when I came here.

Thank you all.
Q. Welcome to Florida, Mr. President.
The President. Glad to be back.

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately 3:30
p.m. at Miami International Airport. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
exchange.
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North Korea

Q. Anything new on North Korea, Mr. Presi-
dent?

The President. Let me just say, about North
Korea, the IAEA has made their judgment; now
there will be consultations at the U.N.

I think you know—I think President Kim has
confirmed that I sent him a letter at the end
of last week. And we have agreed that it is
in our national interest and the interest of the
security of the people of South Korea and the
security of our armed forces there to proceed
with the Patriot deployment, so we will do that.

As to the next issues, I think we have to
just wait and see what will happen. I can’t say
more today. We’re going to have to work on

this on a day-to-day basis. I will say again, I
want to emphasize this decision on the Patriots
is purely defensive in nature. But it is appro-
priate—General Luck has said he thinks it’s nec-
essary as the continuing modernization of our
forces proceeds. What happens now is still in
the court of the North Koreans, and we must
hope that they will do the right thing.

Thank you.

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:47 p.m. at Cen-
tury Village East. In his remarks, the President
referred to President Kim Yong-sam of South
Korea and Gen. Gary E. Luck, USA, commander,
U.S. forces, Korea. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.
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