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you and all of your schools participate in this
national service program and have your kids out
there tutoring these kids, turning these kids
away from violence, teaching people in our
schools that there are nonviolent ways to resolve
your angers, your frustrations, your disappoint-
ments, the thwarting we all feel every day in
our lives. You can do that. You can teach the
illiterate to read. You can teach the frustrated
to be peaceful. You can raise the children up
when they are very young. You can help to
implant values into children who aren’t getting
them in other places. You have a larger, a dif-
ferent, a more profound mission than ever be-
fore.

I want to support you in that mission, too,
because I know, I know, if we can get back
to the point where the promise of all those
ads we saw tonight, from the very first to Maya
Angelou’s magnificent poem, if we can do that,

then this country’s going to be all right. But
if you want to hear somebody singing that poem
over and over in their head, ‘‘And still I rise
and still I rise and still I rise,’’ it has to be
true not just for the best of us but for all the
rest of us. That is our challenge. Let us do
our best to meet it.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:38 p.m. at the
Sheraton Hotel and Towers. In his remarks, he
referred to United Negro College Fund president
and chief executive officer William H. Gray III;
former presidents Stephen Wright and Vernon
Jordan; former executive director Arthur A.
Fletcher; former chief executive officer Chris-
topher Edley; Viola Trent, wife of William Trent,
first executive director; founder Frederick C. Pat-
terson; and author Maya Angelou.

Statement on Proposed Maritime Security and Trade Legislation
March 10, 1994

Today my administration is sending to the
Congress the ‘‘Maritime Security and Trade Act
of 1994.’’ This legislation represents an impor-
tant step forward to assuring America’s future
as a maritime nation.

A modern merchant United States flag fleet,
with skilled U.S. mariners, will provide not only

jobs and economic benefits but also an impor-
tant sealift capability in times of national emer-
gency. My administration’s proposal calls for a
$1 billion, 10-year program to revitalize the U.S.
maritime industry. I look forward to working
with the Congress to secure approval for this
important legislation.

Remarks Announcing the Summit of the Americas
March 11, 1994

The President. Thank you very much, Mr.
Vice President, ladies and gentlemen. Today’s
announcement is good for our Nation and good
for our hemisphere. This has been a very impor-
tant year and a couple of months for this hemi-
sphere. Late last year, in an historic choice, the
American people and the Congress embraced
NAFTA, which will establish the world’s largest
free-trade zone, create jobs, and bolster the
growth of democracy in market economies. In
December, right after the NAFTA vote, the
Vice President went to Mexico City, as he said,

and announced my intention to host a meeting
of democratically elected heads of state and gov-
ernment in this hemisphere.

Today I am pleased to announce that the
Summit of the Americas will be held in early
December in the city of Miami. [Applause]
Thank you. The diversity, the dynamism, the
applause meter—[laughter]—all make Miami an
ideal site for this meeting. Miami’s economy is
fully integrated with the economies of Latin
America and the Caribbean. In so many ways,
it represents the promise of hemispheric integra-
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tion. The Summit of the Americas will be an
historic event, will be the first meeting of hemi-
spheric leaders in over a generation, and it will
be the first-ever hemispheric meeting of demo-
cratically elected leaders.

Let me say a word about why this summit
matters so much to us here at home in the
United States. Our Nation has a major stake
in the prosperity and freedom of the entire
hemisphere. Our exports to Latin America and
the Caribbean have more than doubled in just
7 years, rising to nearly $80 billion in 1993.
That has generated hundreds of thousands of
new jobs for American workers. If we can con-
tinue to bring down hemispheric trade barriers,
we can create a million new jobs by the turn
of the century. At the same time, the rising
tide of democracy in this hemisphere helps
make us more secure. Democracies tend not
to fight one another; they make better partners
in trade and diplomacy. And as we work with
our neighbors to build more free, prosperous,
and secure relations throughout this hemisphere,
this summit will advance our common efforts
and our shared interests.

When the Summit of the Americas convenes
in Miami, we will crown a process of intensive
consultation that will begin next week when the
Vice President travels to Bolivia, Argentina, and
Brazil to meet with the leaders of those nations.
In the coming months, I will be working with
my hemispheric counterparts to develop a full
and productive agenda for this summit. We want
to consider two broad themes: first, how to
strengthen our democracies, defend them collec-
tively, and improve our governance; second, how
to promote economic growth while advancing
a strategy of sustainable development that pro-
tects the environment and alleviates poverty. To
help to define our agenda, we will also encour-
age business, labor, and nongovernmental orga-
nizations all across the hemisphere to exchange
ideas and propose initiatives that can enrich the
summit deliberations.

We’ve arrived at a moment of very great
promise and great hope for the Western Hemi-
sphere. Democratic values are ascendant. Our
economies are growing and becoming more
intertwined every day through trade and invest-
ment. Now we have a unique opportunity to
build a community of free nations, diverse in
culture and history, but bound together by a
commitment to responsive and free government,

vibrant civil societies, open economies, and ris-
ing living standards for all our people.

So as we prepare for this Summit of the
Americas, let us think boldly and set forth a
vision of progress for all our people. Let us
begin the work of building a genuine new com-
munity for all of us in this hemisphere. Thank
you very much.

[At this point, Christopher Thomas, Assistant
Secretary General, Organization of American
States; Muni Figueres de Jimenez, External Rela-
tions Advisor, Inter-American Development
Bank; and Gov. Lawton Chiles of Florida made
brief remarks.]

The President. I’d like to just say, in closing,
a couple of things. First of all, I don’t think
anyone who is not aware of this process can
possibly understand the energy and the persist-
ence and the thought that went into the applica-
tion that Governor Chiles pressed for Miami
to host this conference. I compliment him and
my long-time friend Buddy MacKay for the
work that they did and the way they did it.
They did not make me witness grown men cry-
ing—[laughter]—but all short of that was tried.

I’d also like to say a special word of thanks
to my former colleague, as a Governor and a
Senator, Bob Graham, and to the other mem-
bers of the congressional delegation for the work
that they did in pressing this cause. But most
of all, I have to tell you that I have been deeply
moved over the last few years when I’ve had
the opportunity to go to Miami and to south
Florida and see the heroic efforts that people
have made to deal not only with the aftermath
of the hurricane but to build a genuine multicul-
tural, multiracial society that would be at the
crossroads of the Americas and, therefore, at
the forefront of the future. In the end, I think
that this decision was made on the merits, be-
cause our best hopes to do things that democ-
racies find difficult to do—get people together
across racial and economic and ethnic lines—
lies in the efforts that are being made there
now. And I believe that in December, we will
have a great gathering in a place that can sym-
bolize the future toward which we are all tend-
ing.

Thank you very much. We’re adjourned.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:37 a.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building.
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