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Make no mistake, more than 2 million jobs
were created last year because we took responsi-
bility and began to get our economic house in
order. Now we have to keep our commitments
to reduce the deficit, grow the economy, and
create jobs. We can do that by passing this

tough new budget, adopting our programs for
skills, new jobs, and new opportunities. Thanks
for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Letter Accepting the Resignation of Bernard W. Nussbaum as Counsel to
the President
March 5, 1994

Dear Bernie:
With deep regret, I accept your decision to

resign as Counsel to the President. Your friend-
ship and advice have meant a great deal to
me over the years.

During your tenure, this Administration
named the highest percentage of women and
minorities to the Federal Judiciary in history,
while meeting, in a vast number of cases, the
highest standards set by the American Bar Asso-
ciation. These Judges and Justices will leave a
lasting imprint on our case law, and their places
on the federal bench will be clear and abiding
signs of encouragement to those long excluded
from administering our system of justice. Those
serving, and those who can now dream of being
considered, owe you a great debt of gratitude.

You played an especially significant role in
the selections of Attorney General Janet Reno,
FBI Director Louis Freeh, and Associate Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg—people who will make
our streets safer and our society more just for
years to come. They are pioneers, and yours
was the lamp that lit their way.

It has been said that the best a man can
give is his living spirit to a service that is not
easy. And we have worked together in Wash-
ington at a time when serving is hard. But you
gave this Administration one of its liveliest spir-
its and keenest minds, along with your special
reverence for duty and friendship. For these
contributions, I will be forever grateful; for your
accomplishments, I hope you will be forever
proud.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

f

Dear Mr. President:
It has been a great honor and privilege to

serve you as Counsel to the President. I am
proud of the accomplishments of this Adminis-
tration and those that I know will be achieved
in the months and years to come. I am also
proud of the many contributions my office has
made to the wide array of policy initiatives of
your Administration.

It was also an honor to have assisted in your
choice of Janet Reno to be Attorney General
of the United States, Louis J. Freeh to be the
Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
and Ruth Bader Ginsburg to sit on the Supreme
Court of the United States. I am particularly
proud of assisting in your selection of more than
60 men and women of the most distinguished
and diverse backgrounds ever to serve on the
federal bench.

As I know you know, from the day I became
Counsel, my sole objective was to serve you
as well and as effectively as I could, consistent
with the rules of law, standards of ethics, and
the highest traditions of the Bar. At all times
I have conducted the Office of the White House
Counsel and performed the duties of Counsel
to the President in an absolutely legal and eth-
ical manner. Unfortunately, as a result of con-
troversy generated by those who do not under-
stand, nor wish to understand the role and obli-
gations of a lawyer, even one acting as White
House Counsel, I now believe I can best serve
you by returning to private life. With this letter
I am therefore tendering my resignation. It will
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be effective April 5, 1994, to assist you in ar-
ranging for an orderly transition in the Counsel’s
office.

I will always value your friendship and that
of the First Lady, and will always be grateful
for the opportunity you gave me to serve. I
wish you both the very best.

Very respectfully,

BERNARD W. NUSSBAUM

NOTE: Originals were not available for verification
of the content of these letters.

Remarks at a Habitat for Humanity Dedication Ceremony
March 7, 1994

Thank you so much, Frank. And thank you
all for being here, Mayor Kelly, Carol
Casperson, Mr. Walker, Reverend Weathers,
and others, and especially to Vivian and Theron
Miller. I have really looked forward to coming
here today because, as Frank said so eloquently,
this house, the work, the love, the concern that
made it, reflects what I think we have to do
as a people to rebuild the American community
and to give this country back to our children
and to the future.

I have cared a lot about and tried to support
Habitat for Humanity for a long time. Millard
and Linda Fuller are good friends of Hillary’s
and mine, and I received a letter from Millard
this morning explaining that he couldn’t be here
today because he’s speaking at the Kansas State
prayer breakfast. He might have said he couldn’t
be here today because he’s heard me give this
speech so many times before—[laughter]—but
we really owe all of this to their vision and
their lifetime of commitment to service.

In the summer of 1992, on my birthday,
which is also Tipper Gore’s birthday, the Gores
and Hillary and I worked on a Habitat project
with President and Mrs. Carter in Georgia. It
was one of the most memorable birthdays of
my life.

I like Habitat because it makes the American
dream of homeownership possible for good peo-
ple who are working hard and doing their best
and who themselves have to work to make this
work. I like it because it involves giving and
because it doesn’t involve the Government, al-
though in a place or two, for example, down
in Florida after the terrible hurricane, we’re try-
ing to do a few things which will make it pos-
sible for Habitat to do more.

We’re also trying to help, as Mayor Kelly said,
under the able leadership of Henry Cisneros,
the former mayor of San Antonio. The Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development is
working directly with Habitat affiliates all over
the country to get HUD-foreclosed properties
into the hands of low-income buyers. When you
think about how many boarded-up houses there
are in America and how many people there are
living on the streets, when you think about how
many boarded-up buildings there are in America
and how many Vivian Millers there are out there
who would give anything to have a chance to
work with her friends and her neighbors and
her church to get a home, it is unconscionable
that we do not do more. Secretary Cisneros
is committed to carrying out this administration’s
mission to do more, to make it easier for local
governments to make more use of the HOME
program, which provides block grants for afford-
able housing, and to put the Federal Housing
Administration back into the business of helping
folks buy their first loans.

Last year, FHA had its second best year in
its 60-year history, insuring more than a million
mortgages including 400,000 mortgages for first-
time home buyers, most of them young folks
in their twenties and thirties, an age group that
still has a harder time buying a home today
than it did in the previous generation. But we
know that Government cannot do this job alone.
And I have to tell you, I was very moved by
what Frank Belatti said today. I have eaten a
lot of his chicken over time—[laughter]—I think
I eat more now. And I’m glad they didn’t buy
that ad at the Super Bowl, aren’t you? And
instead they purchased this home.

You know, during my Inauguration—Frank
ought to give himself a little more credit, he
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