
323

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Feb. 25

The President. First of all—let me make a
couple of comments about that. First of all, I
have had no conversations to that effect with
anyone in the Justice Department. Secondly,
there is no way in the world we would do any-
thing like that. Thirdly, this investigation has
been going on for months. I have been in Chi-
cago before with Congressman Rostenkowski. I
am going there and will be with other Members
of Congress, at least one other I know and per-
haps more, to talk about issues that directly
relate to this administration’s work that he is
a critical part of, health care and crime. And
finally, there is still a presumption of innocence
in this country. He has not yet been charged
with anything.

But I can tell you, there has been absolutely
no contact of any nature about this case with
the Justice Department and the White House
that anyone could draw any inference of impro-
priety on. And I have received nothing back
the other way that I shouldn’t go to Chicago.
I am going there to fight for things I believe
in that he has played a critical role in. I am
going to be with at least one other, perhaps
more Members of Congress—I don’t know
yet—and I’m going to be doing something that
I have already done while this investigation has
been going on. No one ever said anything about
it before.

Yes, Gene [Gene Gibbons, Reuters].

Ames Espionage Case
Q. You said that the Ames case had caused

significant damage to the national security. Can

you be more specific, sir? And secondly, you’ve
said the FBI investigation is ongoing. Are you
satisfied that we know the full extent of the
penetration of the CIA at this point?

The President. Well, I can say very little about
that except to assure you: I talked with Director
Freeh this morning myself; I am confident that
the FBI, working with the CIA, is doing every-
thing that is humanly possible to fully investigate
this case. I do not want to raise red herrings
or other possibilities, only to say this, that it
is not unusual, as the FBI Director said this
morning. Sometimes it happens that when
you’re in a criminal investigation and you’re on
to something, the investigation turns up informa-
tion that could not have been anticipated in
the beginning. I am not trying to say that has
occurred. I’m not trying to raise any false hopes.
All I’m telling you is, I have directed the FBI
and the CIA and everybody else to do every-
thing they can to get to the full bottom of this.
And I have nothing else to say about it.

And again, I’m not trying to raise some tanta-
lizing inference, I’m just saying that we have
to keep going and try to root it out. After all,
this is fundamentally a problem within America,
about whether people here who are Americans
are spying, and that’s our responsibility to try
to find it out.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s 49th news conference
began at 11:55 a.m. in the Briefing Room at the
White House.

Remarks to the NCAA Soccer Champion University of Virginia Cavaliers
February 25, 1994

Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President,
Senator Robb, Mrs. Reid, and to the captains
and all the members of this wonderful team,
and your coach, and your athletic director, and
your parents and friends.

We’re very honored to have you here today.
I was thinking about this a little bit. The Vice
President is right, he and I are from the South,
and when we were boys nobody played soccer
down there, and we had to learn about it really
through our children. And one of my most
prized pictures is a picture of my daughter try-

ing to do what they did. It hangs on my wall
in the White House now, with Chelsea kicking
her soccer ball. I have followed this game closely
since she was about 5 and entered a league
which had both boys and girls in it. And I
watched the little girls grow up in this league,
fighting with the boys on the soccer field. It
was a great experience for me. And I’m really
proud that the United States is going to host
the World Cup here. I think it will do a lot
for soccer in the United States and a lot for
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our image as a soccer-playing country through-
out the world.

But I think that today I’d like to focus on
what this fine team has done for the sport in
the United States and to thank you for that.
I also noticed that, Coach, my researchers tell
me that your record is 252–54 and 29 ties. And
if that is true, we would like to invite you to
become a congressional liaison. [Laughter] We
would like margins like that on our major bills.
I don’t know how you did that.

I also was thinking we might recruit your
goaltender. Jeff Causey, where are you? That’s
what being President is like; people take shots
at you all the time, day to day. [Laughter] And
we decided that you could help us be in the
right sort of frame of mind to come to work
every day.

We’re delighted to have you here. We’re
proud of you. We’re proud of what you rep-
resent and proud of the teamwork that you rep-
resent. And that’s the last point I’d like to make.

One of the things I really like about soccer
is that even though people are given the chance
to star, to excel, to score, it really is fundamen-
tally a team sport. It’s a sport where people
really have to think about what’s best for the
team and how they can do well together. And
that’s a lesson we’re trying to get across to
America now. There are a lot of economic and
educational and social problems that we can only
face if we start to think of each other again
as well as ourselves and start to play on a team
again. And so you’ve set a good example not
only for soccer but for the way we might do
better in our own lives. We thank you for that
and wish you well. Congratulations.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:30 p.m. in the
Indian Treaty Room at the Old Executive Office
Building. In his remarks, he referred to Landra
Reid, mother of Cavaliers soccer player Key Reid
and wife of Senator Harry Reid of Nevada; Cava-
liers coach Bruce Arena; and Jim Copeland, direc-
tor of athletics, University of Virginia.

Nomination for Ambassador to Egypt
February 25, 1994

The President today announced his intention
to nominate Edward S. Walker of Maryland as
Ambassador to the Arab Republic of Egypt.

‘‘Ambassador Walker’s broad experience in
the Middle East and his dedicated service to
the United States in the Foreign Service will

be a valuable asset to our Embassy in Egypt,’’
said the President. ‘‘I am delighted to nominate
him to this position.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

The President’s Radio Address
February 26, 1994

Good morning. Today I’m speaking to you
from the First Police District in Washington,
DC, the base for hundreds of police officers
under the command of Inspector Robert Gales.
The men and women who are with me here
today and the other police officers throughout
our Nation are a lot like you; they’re our neigh-
bors and friends, they’re mothers and fathers,
brothers, sisters, daughters, and sons. The dif-
ference, though, is that it’s their job to keep

our streets, our workplaces, and our schools safe,
and it’s a dangerous job. In the last year alone,
about 150 police officers were killed in the line
of duty. Today I want to talk about two officers,
one who died this week in Los Angeles, and
the other, killed a few weeks ago just blocks
from where I’m sitting now. Both followed in
the footsteps of their fathers who also wore a
badge. They served with idealism, dedication,
and honor, and they died in the line of duty.
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