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to obey the law can at least live in a safe envi-
ronment and children can go to a safe school.

The third thing that we have to do, in my
opinion, is to try to give people a leg up in
life. That’s what the education programs and
the welfare reform programs are all about, giv-
ing people a chance to see that they can always
do better than they’re doing if they’re willing
to work at it.

The fourth thing we have to do, and this
is why I want the health care program to pass
so much, is to give people the security of know-
ing that they can succeed in all these different
ways: that you can succeed as a student, you
can succeed as a worker, you can succeed as
a parent, and that if you work hard and play
by the rules and you try to make something
of your life, you will have a certain level of
personal security. And that’s what we’re trying
to do.

In other words, I think America should be
seen as sort of an extended family, a big com-
munity. And I think we should look at all of
our people, without regard to where they live
or what their race is, as an enormous resource,
as something precious, where everybody is
equally important. And I don’t think we can
make it as a country unless we do that. I don’t
think we can make it as a country—in my old
age, when I want to be retired and taken care
of by somebody else—unless all of you do well.
And we are going to have to reinvigorate our
education system, our job system, our criminal
justice system, and our health care system, at
least, if you all are going to do that. And that’s
what I work for all the time, so that you’ll have

the freedom to make whatever you want of your
life.

I mean, I don’t like the fact that a lot of
young people like you wake up every day and
look in the mirror and don’t believe that they
could do whatever they want to do. The best
thing that could ever happen to us is if tomor-
row you and everybody like you got up and
got ready for school and looked in the mirror
and said, ‘‘You know, whatever I really want
to do, I can go as far as my God-given abilities
will take me. I’m not going to be burdened
by violence. I am not going to be interfered
with by drugs. I’m not going to be interfered
with by bigotry. I’m not going to do anything
stupid to mess myself up. I’m going to hold
on and make my life something. And it’s never
too late to get a second chance. No matter
what’s happened before, I can do better.’’ That
would be the best thing that ever happened
to this country, if all of you believe that and
acted on it. And I’m just trying to create an
environment where it’s true enough so that all
of you can believe it.

Are we done?
Principal Poles. Thank you, Mr. President.

This concludes our question-and-answer series.
The President. Thank you. You guys have

been great. Good luck. God bless you. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in the
auditorium. In his remarks, he referred to Carlotta
Harper, president, student government associa-
tion.

Remarks on Lifting the Trade Embargo on Vietnam and an
Exchange With Reporters
February 3, 1994

The President. Thank you very much. I want
to especially thank all of you who have come
here on such short notice. From the beginning
of my administration, I have said that any deci-
sions about our relationships with Vietnam
should be guided by one factor and one factor
only: gaining the fullest possible accounting for
our prisoners of war and our missing in action.
We owe that to all who served in Vietnam and

to the families of those whose fate remains un-
known.

Today I am lifting the trade embargo against
Vietnam because I am absolutely convinced it
offers the best way to resolve the fate of those
who remain missing and about whom we are
not sure. We’ve worked hard over the last year
to achieve progress. On Memorial Day, I
pledged to declassify and make available virtually
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all Government documents related to our
POW’s and MIA. On Veterans Day, I an-
nounced that we had fulfilled that pledge. Last
April, and again in July, I sent two Presidential
delegations to Vietnam to expand our search
for remains and documents. We intensified our
diplomatic efforts. We have devoted more re-
sources to this effort than any previous adminis-
tration. Today, more than 500 dedicated military
and civilian personnel are involved in this effort
under the leadership of General Shalikashvili,
Secretary Aspin, and our Commander in the
Pacific, Admiral Larson. Many work daily in the
fields, the jungles, the mountains of Vietnam,
Cambodia, and Laos, often braving very dan-
gerous conditions, trying to find the truth about
those about whom we are not sure.

Last July, I said any improvement in our rela-
tions with Vietnam would depend on tangible
progress in four specific areas: first, the recovery
and return of remains of our POW’s and MIA;
second, the continued resolution of discrepancy
cases, cases in which there is reason to believe
individuals could have survived the incident in
which they were lost; third, further assistance
from Vietnam and Laos on investigations along
their common border, an area where many U.S.
servicemen were lost and pilots downed; and
fourth, accelerated efforts to provide all relevant
POW/MIA-related documents.

Today, I can report that significant, tangible
progress has been made in all these four areas.
Let me describe it. First, on remains: Since
the beginning of this administration, we have
recovered the remains of 67 American service-
men. In the 7 months since July, we’ve recov-
ered 39 sets of remains, more than during all
of 1992. Second, on the discrepancy cases: Since
the beginning of the administration, we’ve re-
duced the number of these cases from 135 to
73. Since last July, we’ve confirmed the deaths
of 19 servicemen who were on the list. A special
United States team in Vietnam continues to in-
vestigate the remaining cases. Third, on coopera-
tion with Laos: As a direct result of the condi-
tions set out in July, the Governments of Viet-
nam and Laos agreed to work with us to inves-
tigate their common border. The first such in-
vestigation took place in December and located
new remains as well as crash sites that will soon
be excavated. Fourth, on the documents: Since
July, we have received important wartime docu-
ments from Vietnam’s military archives that pro-
vide leads on unresolved POW/MIA cases.

The progress achieved on unresolved ques-
tions is encouraging, but it must not end here.
I remain personally committed to continuing the
search for the answers and the peace of mind
that families of the missing deserve.

There’s been a substantial increase in Viet-
namese cooperation on these matters over the
past year. Everyone involved in the issue has
affirmed that. I have carefully considered the
question of how best to sustain that cooperation
in securing the fullest possible accounting. I’ve
consulted with my national security and veterans
affairs advisers, with several outside experts,
such as General John Vessey, the former Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who has been
an emissary to Vietnam for three Presidents
now. It was their view that the key to continued
progress lies in expanding our contacts with
Vietnam.

This was also the view of many distinguished
Vietnam veterans and former POW’s who now
serve in the Congress, such as Senator Bob
Kerrey and Congressman Pete Peterson, who
are here. And I want to say a special word
of thanks to Senator John Kerry—is he here?
There he is. He just came in—and Senator John
McCain, who had to go home on a family matter
and could not be here. But I thank the two
of you so much for your leadership and your
steadfastness and all the rest of you, Senator
Robb and so many others, especially those who
served in Vietnam, for being counted on this
issue and for taking all the care you have for
such a long time.

I have made the judgment that the best way
to ensure cooperation from Vietnam and to con-
tinue getting the information Americans want
on POW’s and MIA’s is to end the trade embar-
go. I’ve also decided to establish a liaison office
in Vietnam to provide services for Americans
there and help us to pursue a human rights
dialog with the Vietnamese Government.

I want to be clear: These actions do not con-
stitute a normalization of our relationships. Be-
fore that happens, we must have more progress,
more cooperation, and more answers. Toward
that end, this spring I will send another high-
level U.S. delegation to Vietnam to continue
the search for remains and for documents.

Earlier today I met with the leaders of our
Nation’s veterans organizations. I deeply respect
their views. Many of the families they represent
have endured enormous suffering and uncer-
tainty. And their opinions also deserve special
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consideration. I talked with them about my deci-
sion. I explained the reasons for that decision.
Some of them, in all candor, do not agree with
the action I am taking today. But I believe we
all agree on the ultimate goal: to secure the
fullest possible accounting of those who remain
missing. And I was pleased that they committed
to continue working with us toward that goal.

Whatever the Vietnam war may have done
in dividing our country in the past, today our
Nation is one in honoring those who served
and pressing for answers about all those who
did not return. This decision today, I believe,
renews that commitment and our constant, con-
stant effort never to forget those until our job
is done. Those who have sacrificed deserve a
full and final accounting. I am absolutely con-
vinced, as are so many in the Congress who
served there and so many Americans who have
studied this issue, that this decision today will
help to ensure that fullest possible accounting.

Thank you very much.

Vietnam
Q. Mr. President, aren’t you giving up some

leverage, though? Could we ask about that? And
what do you anticipate in terms of American
trade? What’s the size of the market? What do
you think the opportunities are?

The President. I have no idea. I wanted to
make sure that the trade questions did not enter
into this decision. I never had a briefing on
it, and we never had a discussion about it. I
thought it was very important that that not be
a part of this decision.

I don’t think we’re giving up anything. It was
the consensus of all those who had been there,
who had worked there that we had gotten so
much more cooperation that we needed to keep
moving the process forward and that we would
lose leverage if there were no forward move-
ment. Have we given up anything? I don’t think
so. Nothing we are doing today is irreversible
if the cooperation ceases. So I am convinced
we are moving in the right direction for the
right reasons.

Q. Mr. President, you mentioned people who
had been to Vietnam, had served; you did not.
Did this have any role in your decision, and
did it make it more difficult for you to reach
this decision?

The President. No. I do think, however, every-
body my age, whether they were in Vietnam
or not, knew someone who died there, knew

someone who was wounded there. And I think
people in our generation are perhaps more in-
sistent on trying to get a full accounting, more
obsessed with it than perhaps people who are
younger and people who are older, except those
who had children there. I think that was the
only thing.

I have spent an enormous amount of time
on this issue. I got a personal briefing when
I was in Hawaii last summer. I have talked
to some of the young people who were there
digging in the jungles for the remains. I have
really thought about this, and I have tried to
listen hard. When Senator Kerry and Senator
McCain and their delegation came back, we had
a long meeting here about it. I think the people,
all the people my age just want to know we’ve
done everything we can. And I think this is
consistent with doing that.

Immigration
Q. Mr. President, on another subject, what

do you hope to achieve with the immigration
crackdown that was announced today? And do
you have any concerns that people’s rights will
be violated?

The President. Well, we’re going to do our
best not to violate anybody’s rights. What we
hope to achieve is a continued environment in
which America will be open for legal immigra-
tion—we are a nation of immigrants—but in
which we can do our best to protect our bor-
ders.

Health Care Reform
Q. You’ve had, sir, two influential business

groups say that they prefer other plans than
yours for health care. Does that hurt you?

The President. [Inaudible]—what the Cham-
ber of Commerce said.

Q. Does their stand, saying that other direc-
tions are the way to go, particularly the Business
Roundtable, does that hurt you in negotiations
as you move forward?

The President. I don’t want to make too much
of it, because the people who came in here
to see me said it was a negotiating strategy.
And I said, ‘‘Well, if all of you are providing
health care coverage to your employees, I don’t
think you want to come out for a position
against providing guaranteed health insurance to
all American workers.’’ So I don’t know what
to make of it, but I wouldn’t read too much
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into it. This is the beginning of what will be
a protracted legislative discussion.

Former President Ronald Reagan
Q. Tonight, sir, Ronald Reagan is apparently

going to take issue with some of your criticisms
of him. Do you feel that you have been unfairly
savaging his record in the 1980’s?

The President. Gee, I don’t think I’ve been
very critical of him at all. You know, I disagreed
with the economic policy, I said so. I think

if you go back over the rhetoric of this last
year, it’s been fairly free of obsession with the
past. I’m not much into that. I’m looking toward
tomorrow.

Q. You hired Gergen, after all. [Laughter]
The President. What greater compliment

could I pay President Reagan?

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:06 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Implementation
of the Privacy Act
February 3, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I am pleased to forward the enclosed report

on the Federal agencies’ implementation of the
Privacy Act of 1974, as amended (5 U.S.C.
552a). The report covers calendar years 1990
and 1991.

In addition to the data required to be re-
ported by the statute, the report also describes
agencies’ efforts in training their employees to
carry out the provisions of the Privacy Act re-
sponsibly and reliably.

While agencies continue to meet their respon-
sibilities under the Act, they are becoming in-

creasingly concerned about how the Act’s provi-
sions will work in a computerized environment.
A challenge for the years ahead will be to har-
monize the provisions of the Privacy Act with
the technologies that are now coming into play.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Great Egg Harbor Study
February 3, 1994

To the Congress of the United States:
I take pleasure in transmitting the enclosed

report on the Great Egg Harbor River in the
State of New Jersey. The report is in response
to the provisions of the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act, Public Law 90–542, as amended. The Great
Egg Harbor Study was authorized by Public Law
99–590, approved on October 30, 1986.

The study of the Great Egg Harbor River
was conducted by a task force made up of rep-
resentatives of affected municipalities, State and
Federal agencies, organizations with river-related
interests, and local residents under the leader-
ship of the National Park Service. The National

Park Service, together with the task force, iden-
tified the outstandingly remarkable resources
within the study area, analyzed existing levels
of protection for these values, investigated major
issues and public concerns, assessed the attitude
of riparian landowners, reviewed and analyzed
the impact of existing and potential develop-
ment, and developed alternative plans and man-
agement strategies.

The National Park Service determined that
129 miles of the Great Egg Harbor River and
its tributaries are eligible for inclusion in the
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