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America’s problems and promise, is the glass
half empty, or is the glass half full? You
wouldn’t be here if you didn’t think the glass
was half full, if you didn’t believe in yourselves,
your communities, and the future of your coun-
try.

What I want to say to you goes way beyond
any kind of partisan politics or issue. It is that
this country has now been around for a very
long time, 218 years since the Declaration of
Independence, 11 years less than that since the
Constitution. We have been around for a very
long time. And the way we have survived is
by believing in the future and by coming to-
gether, not being driven apart. And we’ve had
to redefine over and over and over again what
coming together means. Upstairs in the next
floor up here, in 1863, Abraham Lincoln signed
the Emancipation Proclamation, in this house,
liberating the slaves. Before that, coming to-
gether meant what all the white folks decided
to do. He redefined that forever. It took us
another 100 years and more to figure out how
to live together. We haven’t quite got it all
worked out yet, but we’ve made a lot of
progress.

Now what we have to do is to figure out,
how are we going to restore our economy? How
are we going to make it work for all Americans?
How is all this racial and other diversity we
have in our country going to make us stronger
and more united? How do we stand up for
what we believe in our religion and our politics
and still respect people who are totally different
from what we are? How can we live together?
Los Angeles County alone has 150 different ra-
cial and ethnic groups, one county. Can we be
an American family?

I can tell you this. If we figure it out, nobody
can stop this country because in a world where
the global economy gets smaller and smaller and
smaller, having somebody in your country who’s

an American first but who understands every
other culture in the world is a huge plus. It
is a big deal we should be happy about.

So, can we be a community again? How can
we rescue all these kids that are in trouble?
How can we drive the crime rate down and
the graduation rate up? How can we empower
people so that they don’t think the Govern-
ment’s doing something for them but the Gov-
ernment is doing something with them to give
them the skills to take responsibility for their
own lives? These are the great questions. How
can we live in a world where we promote peace
and prosperity by taking care of the remaining
nuclear threats, stopping the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction, promoting democ-
racy, and at least trying to limit chaos and
human suffering as we are doing in Rwanda?

And it is clear, as we move toward the next
century, to me, that a major, a major, major,
major factor in what it looks like, whether the
American dream is alive for you and your chil-
dren, is whether we believe we can do these
things.

And so, that’s what I want to leave you with.
Whatever your politics, whatever your philos-
ophy, whatever your party, do not participate
in this movement that happens at the end of
every great era to be cynical, to be negative,
to be divisive, to look down on your friends
and neighbors, to see the glass as half empty,
not half full. This is America. The glass is half
full, and you can fill it up the rest of the way
if you are determined to do it.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:08 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Jack Mercier, director of activities,
and Dr. George Blume, legislative program direc-
tor, Boys Nation; and Ronald A. Engel, deputy
director for Americanism, American Legion.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Health Care Reform
Legislation
July 29, 1994

Hard working middle class Americans have
moved a step closer to real health security today.
House Speaker Foley and Majority Leader Gep-

hardt said they would put forward a bill that
achieves universal coverage and controls costs.
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They have met their goal and the goal of the
American people.

The House bill tells the American people that
they have been heard. The bill is simpler, more
flexible, and more sensitive to the needs of small
business. Gone is the bureaucracy they didn’t
like. Protections for small businesses have been
strengthened. And the bill is being phased in
over a longer period. All Americans can keep
their health plan and doctor, and everyone will
have coverage.

The bill also recognizes that shared responsi-
bility is the best way to achieve universal cov-
erage. It works. Building on the current system
where 9 out of 10 Americans receive private
insurance through the workplace just makes

sense. It works abroad, and it’s supported here
at home by the AMA, AARP, AFL–CIO, hun-
dreds of thousands of big and small businesses
and a majority of the American people.

Speaker Foley, Majority Leader Gephardt, the
committee and subcommittee chairs and many
Members of the House should be commended
for their tireless work to fashion a bill to go
to the House floor. They chose a pragmatic and
more moderate path; they’ve achieved the
shared goal of universal coverage, and it works
for ordinary Americans.

The time has come to pull together and work
in a bipartisan manner to deliver guaranteed
health care coverage to all Americans.

Statement on the Death of John Britton and James Barrett
July 29, 1994

I strongly condemn the senseless shootings
today which abruptly ended the lives of two
men and seriously wounded a third in Pensacola,
Florida.

The safety, freedom, and protection of all our
citizens is paramount in guaranteeing the health
and vitality of our Nation. I am strongly com-
mitted to ending this form of domestic terrorism
that threatens the fabric of our country. I en-
courage a quick and thorough investigation into
this tragic incident as the local officials work

closely with the resources of the Federal law
enforcement community.

Hillary and I extend our deepest sympathy
to the friends and family of Dr. John Britton
and Mr. James Barrett on their tragic loss today,
and I speak for all Americans in expressing my
hope for a full and complete recovery for Mrs.
June Barrett.

NOTE: Dr. Britton and his escorts, Mr. and Mrs.
Barrett, were attacked as they arrived at an abor-
tion clinic where the doctor worked.

Message to the Congress Reporting on the Continuation of Export Control
Regulations
July 29,1994

To the Congress of the United States:
1. On September 30, 1990, in Executive

Order No. 12730, President Bush declared a
national emergency under the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (‘‘IEEPA’’)
(50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) to deal with the threat
to the national security and foreign policy of
the United States resulting from the lapse of
the Export Administration Act of 1979, as
amended (50 U.S.C. App. 2401 et seq.), and

the system of controls maintained under that
Act. In that order, the President continued in
effect, to the extent permitted by law, the provi-
sions of the Export Administration Act of 1979,
as amended, the Export Administration Regula-
tions (15 C.F.R. 768 et seq.), and the delegations
of authority set forth in Executive Order No.
12002 of July 7, 1977, Executive Order No.
12214 of May 2, 1980, and Executive Order
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