AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / July 12

in our private meeting, and President Yeltsin
promised that for the first time he would actu-
ally meet personally with President Meri and
make a good faith effort to work this out. I
still think that the troops could be able to be
withdrawn from Estonia, as well, by the end
of August if the last remaining disputes—there
are three areas of disputes—could be resolved.
And we will continue to stay on top of that.
We have agreed to work together on encour-

Remarks to the Citizens of Berlin
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Citizens of free Berlin, citizens of united Ger-
many, Chancellor Kohl, Mayor Diepgen, Ber-
liners the world over, thank you for this wonder-
ful welcome to your magnificent city.

We stand together where Europe’s heart was
cut in half and we celebrate unity. We stand
where crude walls of concrete separated mother
from child and we meet as one family. We stand
where those who sought a new life instead
found death. And we rejoice in renewal. Ber-
liners, you have won your long struggle. You
have proved that no wall can forever contain
the mighty power of freedom. Within a few
years, an American President will visit a Berlin
that is again the seat of your government. And
I pledge to you today a new American Embassy
will also stand in Berlin.

Half a century has passed since Berlin was
first divided, 33 years since the Wall went up.
In that time, one-half of this city lived encircled
and the other half enslaved. But one force en-
dured: your courage. Your courage has taken
many forms: the bold courage of June 17th,
1953, when those trapped in the East threw
stones at the tanks of tyranny; the quiet courage
to lift children above the wall so that their
grandparents on the other side could see those
they loved but could not touch; the inner cour-
age to reach for the ideas that make you free;
and the civil courage, civil courage of 5 years
ago when, starting in the strong hearts and can-
dlelit streets of Leipzig, you turned your dreams
of a better life into the chisels of liberty.

Now, you who found the courage to endure,
to resist, to tear down the Wall, must found

aging a resolution to that, and I think it can
be done.

NoTE: The President’s 66th news conference
began at 11:15 a.m. in the East Hall at the Reichs-
tag where he met with Chancellor Helmut Kohl
in his capacity as President, European Council,
and Jacques Delors, President, European Com-
mission. Chancellor Kohl spoke in German, and
President Delors spoke in French, and their re-
marks were translated by an interpreter.

a new civil courage, the courage to build. The
Berlin Wall is gone. Now our generation must
decide, what will we build in its place? Standing
here today, we can see the answer: a Europe
where all nations are independent and demo-
cratic; where free markets and prosperity know
no borders; where our security is based on
building bridges, not walls; where all our citizens
can go as far as their God-given abilities will
take them and raise their children in peace and
hope.

The work of freedom is not easy. It requires
discipline, responsibility, and a faith strong
enough to endure failure and criticism. And it
requires vigilance. Here in Germany, in the
United States, and throughout the entire world,
we must reject those who would divide us with
scalding words about race, ethnicity, or religion.
I appeal especially to the young people of this
nation: Believe you can live in peace with those
who are different from you. Believe in your
own future. Believe you can make a difference
and summon your own courage to build, and
you will.

There is reason for you to believe. Already,
the new future is taking shape in the growing
chorus of voices that speak the common lan-
guage of democracy; in the growing economies
of Western Europe, the United States, and our
partners; in the progress of economic reform,
democracy, and freedom in lands that were not
free; in NATO’s Partnership For Peace where
21 nations have joined in military cooperation
and pledge to respect each other’s borders.
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It is to all of you in pursuit of that new
future that I say in the name of the pilots whose
airlift kept Berlin alive, in the name of the sen-
tries at Checkpoint Charlie who stood face-to-
face with enemy tanks, in the name of every
American President who has come to Berlin,
in the name of the American forces who will
stay in Europe to guard freedom’s future, in
all of their names. I say, Amerika steht an ihrer
Seite, jetzt und fur immer. America is on your
side, now and forever.

Moments ago, with my friend Chancellor
Kohl, T walked where my predecessors could
not, through the Brandenburg Gate. For over
two centuries in every age, that gate has been

a symbol of the time. Sometimes it has been
a monument to conquest and a tower of tyranny.
But in our own time, you, courageous Berliners,
have again made the Brandenburg what its
builders meant it to be, a gateway. Now, to-
gether, we can walk through that gateway to
our destiny, to a Europe united, united in peace,
united in freedom, united in progress for the
first time in history. Nothing will stop us. All
things are possible. Nichts wird uns aufhalten.
Alles ist moglich. Berlin ist frei. Berlin is free.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 1:15
p-m. at the Brandenburg Gate.
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Thank you, General Maddox, Chancellor and
Mrs. Kohl, Mayor and Mrs. Diepgen, General
Joulwan, General Yates, Ambassador Holbrooke,
members of the Berlin Brigade.

Let me first say a word of appreciation to
those who have spoken before: to General Yates
for his moving statement of commitment and
a shared experience you have had here in pro-
tecting freedom and in your work since the end
of the cold war in Iraq and Turkey and Mac-
edonia and elsewhere; General Maddox for his
leadership and continuing commitment to our
presence in Europe; and especially to my friend
Chancellor Kohl, for it is what has happened
in the last few years since the Wall fell which
has proved that your enduring sacrifice was
worth it. We are marking the end of a half
a century of sacrifice on freedom’s frontier. But
we are celebrating a new beginning. Chancellor
Kohl, I thank you for being America’s great
friend and for proving in the inordinate sac-
rifices made by the German people and the
German Government since the Wall came down
that unification can be a reality, that Germany
can be whole and one and a full partnership
in leading the world to a better tomorrow.
America is in your debt, sir.

In 1945, at the dawn of the cold war, Presi-
dent Truman came here to Berlin. From atop
the American headquarters he raised high the
Stars and Stripes and stated then his hope that
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one day Berlin would be part of what he called
a better world, a peaceful world, a world in
which all the people will have an opportunity
to enjoy the good things in life.

Well, today Berlin is free; Berlin is united;
Berlin has taken its rightful place in that better
world. The symbolic walk that the First Lady
and I and Chancellor and Mrs. Kohl took
through the Brandenburg Gate and the symbolic
ceremony held for the first time with an Amer-
ican President on the eastern side of that gate,
gave full evidence to the success of those efforts.

And now, with the cold war over, we gather
to honor those Americans who helped to bring
it to an end, who helped to unite Berlin, who
helped to make it possible for us to walk
through the Brandenburg Gate, the men and
women of the Berlin Brigade. Few moments
in the life of a nation are as proud as when
we can thank our sons and daughters in uniform
for a job well done. Today we share such a
moment. We case your colors as you prepare
to bid farewell to this place you have done so
much to secure. And I say to all of you, the
members of the Berlin Brigade, America salutes
you; mission accomplished.

From Checkpoint Charlie to Doughboy City
to Tempelhof Airport and beyond, more than
100,000 American men and women have served
in Berlin. More than anyone, they showed the
patience it took to win the cold war. More than
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