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dom Square in Riga, Latvia, waving American
flags and looking to us with hope and admira-
tion. We should see ourselves as they see us,
a nation of doers, of optimists, a nation with
a future, leading the world to a future of peace
and prosperity.

Visiting Eastern Europe reminds us of the
remarkable changes that we must deal with
every day. The global economy has the power

to remake our lives for the better, if we make
those changes work for our people. If we move
forward with our successful strategy for eco-
nomic growth, we’ll do just that.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:02 p.m. on
July 8 in the Hotel Vesuvio in Naples, Italy, for
broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 9.

Exchange With Reporters on North Korea in Naples, Italy
July 9, 1994

The President. Good morning.
Q. Where do we go from here on North

Korea?
The President. Let me say, first of all, I have

extended sincere condolences to the people of
North Korea on behalf of the people of the
United States after the death of Kim Il-song,
and I have expressed my deep appreciation to
him for his leadership in enabling our two coun-
tries to resume our talks. We hope the talks
will resume as appropriate. We believe it is in
the interest of both countries to continue.

Obviously, the people there are preoccupied
with their surprise and their grief at this mo-
ment. But we have no reason to believe that
they will not continue at this time.

Q. Do you have any sign of any foul play?
The President. No. All we know is what was

reported. And it was reported that he died of
a heart ailment, and that’s all we know. We
believe, as I said—first of all, we believe that
Kim Il-song’s leadership in starting these talks
again was a very good thing, and we believe
it remains in the interest of both countries to
continue them, and we hope they will as appro-
priate.

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately 9:15
a.m. at the Hotel Vesuvio. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of this exchange.

Statement on the Death of President Kim Il-song of North Korea
July 9, 1994

On behalf of the people of the United States,
I extend sincere condolences to the people of
North Korea on the death of President Kim

Il-song. We appreciate his leadership in resum-
ing the talks between our Governments. We
hope they will continue as appropriate.

The President’s News Conference in Naples
July 9, 1994

The President. Thank you very much. First,
I would like to thank Prime Minister Berlusconi
for his able leadership of this meeting over the
last day and an evening and to say that Secretary

Christopher and Secretary Bentsen will also be
here to answer your questions in a few mo-
ments.
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