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which are good and positive be known, because
we can never develop a constituency for change
in this country until people imagine that it will
make a difference. And the level of knowledge,
frankly, is pretty low, except when something
really horrible happens; then it just cuts through
our heart, and it seems so overwhelming that
we can’t do anything about it. And so that also
gives you an excuse to walk away. You get the
best of all worlds, “I really care about this, but
lamentably there’s nothing I can do.”

And so I say to all of you, I will do what
I can. I will never know as much as those of
you who have committed your professional lives
to the development of Africa, those of you who
have friends and family members there, those
of you who have ties of passion and history
there. But I do know we need a new policy.
I do know we need a policy. I do believe Africa
matters to America. I do know there are a lot
of good people there leading and making good
things happen. I do know there are a lot of

visionaries there. And I do know my child and
my grandchildren’s future depends upon recon-
structing the environmental and social fabric of
that continent. I know that.

And so I say to you, let’s build a constituency.
Let’s remind people there are things to hope
about as well as things to fear. And let’s go
to work and make this the beginning, just the
beginning, of a new American commitment to
a better future for all our peoples.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:55 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to Wangari Muta Maathai,
founder of Kenya’s Green Belt Movement; Presi-
dent Nelson Mandela of South Africa; and Rev.
Jesse Jackson, head of the U.S. delegation to ob-
serve the South African elections. The related
memorandum on assistance for South Africa is
listed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Message on the Observance of Independence Day, 1994

June 27, 1994

As we celebrate July 4, a momentous and
magnificent day in our nation’s history, we give
thanks for the liberties that our courageous
Founders struggled to secure. Declaring the
American colonies independent and free, these
brave patriots risked everything they held dear
to ensure a better future for their children and
grandchildren. Today, we fiercely defend the
once radical notion that each individual pos-
sesses rights that our government is obliged to
respect and to guarantee. The powerful ideals
for which the Founders fought have become
standards of citizenship around the world.

Our country’s Founders gave of themselves
to create a better future. As heirs to their legacy,

we can do no less. If we are truly to pay tribute
to them, we must rededicate ourselves to using
our precious freedoms with renewed responsi-
bility. We must work together to rebuild our
neighborhoods and bring healing to our torn
families and communities. We must strive to
end the violence that plagues our society and
to give our children the chance to grow up
in safe and supportive environments. On our
nation’s birthday, let us rededicate ourselves to
making those choices in the same way Thomas
Jefferson and his compatriots did so many years
ago—with a hopeful eye toward the future.

Best wishes to all for a wonderful holiday.

BiLL CLINTON

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Reception in New York City

June 27, 1994

Thank you very much. Boy, he was hot to-
night, wasn’t he? [Laughter] I think he’s great.

Thank you, Chairman Wilhelm, for your out-
standing leadership and for your extraordinary
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