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We shouldn’t assume that doing nothing will
protect what we have today, either. Nothing is
what we have done for years. And just this week,
a new report showed that the percentage of
Americans without insurance has gone from 12
percent to 15 percent of our population in the
last 12 years. Now, that’s over 12 million Ameri-
cans who don’t have health insurance. In the
last 3 years alone, more than 3 million Ameri-
cans have been added to the rolls of the unin-
sured. Even those with insurance today can’t
count on having it tomorrow unless we fix our
system and fix it now.

Actually, not all Americans face this kind of
risk. Members of Congress, along with the Presi-
dent and all Federal Government employees,
we have a great deal right now. We work for
you, the taxpayers of America, and you reward
us with health coverage that can’t be taken away,
even if we get sick. Not only that, we have
a requirement that employers contribute most
of the cost of our health plan—that’s you, you’re
our employers—and we contribute some.

Now, I believe every working American de-
serves these same benefits and that same guar-
antee. I think you ought to tell Congress that
you believe the same thing.

In the weeks ahead, special interests will again
be spending millions of dollars, tens of millions,
to block reform. I’m going to do everything I
can to make sure that the concerns of hard-
working Americans don’t get drowned out.

Harry Truman said it best about 50 years
ago when he said, ‘‘There is no other way to
assure that the average American family has a
decent chance for adequate medical care.
There’s no way to assure a strong and healthy
nation.’’ I believe 50 years is long enough to
wait to make good on that promise. Let’s do
it this year.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Address to the People of the Baltic Nations
June 27, 1994

On July 6th, I will be coming to Riga. On
that day, I will have the great honor of being
the first American President to visit the Baltic
nations. The honor will be even greater because
now Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania are free de-
mocracies once again.

In recent years, the United States observed
every June 14th as Baltic Freedom Day, a day
that reminded all Americans of the courage and
determination of the Baltic peoples in your
struggle against Soviet occupation. The Amer-
ican people never recognized that occupation,
and we rejoiced with you in August 1991, when
your three countries were reborn as inde-
pendent, sovereign states. We have worked with
you to achieve the early and complete with-
drawal of foreign troops from your soil. And
we look forward to rejoicing with you again this
year when the final soldier has departed.

When I come to Riga, I will meet with Presi-
dent Ulmanis, President Meri, and President
Brazauskas. Together we will discuss how Amer-

ica can work with the Baltic countries to help
bolster your security and prosperity into the next
century. One of the most important moments
of my trip will come when I speak at an outdoor
gathering in Riga to the people of all the Baltic
countries. I invite all who can to come and
join me for that historic occasion.

I look forward to meeting the people of your
countries in a few weeks. And until then, let
me leave you with three wishes: Long live the
Republic of Estonia! Long live the Republic of
Latvia! And long live the Republic of Lithuania!

NOTE: The address was videotaped on June 22
at approximately 6:30 p.m. in the Library at the
White House, and it was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 27. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
address.
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