
1143

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / June 25

is nothing so difficult in all of human affairs
than to change the established order of things.
Because, he said, people who will be adversely
affected by the change know it, and they’ll fight
you like crazy. He didn’t use those words, but
I’m freely translating. [Laughter] My Italian is
not that bad. But he said, on the other hand,
the people who will benefit are always somewhat
uncertain about what the change will be, and
therefore, they won’t bring themselves into the
fight with the same gusto as those who are
afraid of the change. So it always is difficult
to change.

But we know that America is around here
after 214 years and more because we always
changed when we had to, because we have this
capacity to be faithful to our values and our
Constitution and our institutions, but to change.
And that’s what he hired on for, and that’s why
I ran for President.

I had a good life, and I was as happy as
I’d ever been in my life the day I entered the
race for President. And everybody told me that
my happiest days might be behind me. [Laugh-
ter] But I did not want to see my child grow
up in a country where things were coming apart
when they ought to be coming together. I did
not want her to be part of the first generation
of Americans to do worse than their parents.
And I did not believe that we were incapable
of solving these problems.

So I say to you tonight, my fellow Americans,
we glorify Harry Truman today because he

made us face our problems, and he said what
he thought. Everybody talks about how much
they miss him. I came from a family that was
for him when he was alive. [Laughter] And you
know what I’m talking about—we all—you
know, he’s practically a saint now in America.
But when he was alive he was usually low in
the polls for telling inconvenient truth and trying
to get people to face up to their responsibilities
at a time when we were tired of it. I mean,
it was at the end of the war, and we’d been
through all that, and nobody wanted to face
all that.

We cannot be tired today. We have a lot
to do. At the end of the cold war we’re faced
with a whole set of challenges and opportunities
that are different. And our children’s lives will
be measured by the extent to which we choose
to do and to pull together, instead of to talk
and to divide. We got to where we are today
by being a nation of believers and doers.

Dick Gephardt, your Congressman, is one of
our finest believers and doers. Let the rest of
us do as well on health care and all our chal-
lenges, and our country will go into the next
century in great shape.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:44 p.m. in the
St. Louis Ballroom at the Adams Mark Hotel. In
his remarks, he referred to August Busch III,
chairman and president, Anheuser-Busch, Inc.

The President’s Radio Address
June 25, 1994

Good morning. This morning I want to talk
about the progress we’re making in our drive
to provide real health care security to America’s
working families. But before I do, I’d like to
say a brief word about families who provide
real national security for the American people.

Earlier this week at Fairchild Air Force Base
in Washington State, six people died and more
than 20 others were injured when an unhappy
former airman brought an assault weapon onto
the base and opened fire. And now the men
and women at Fairchild grieve again. Yesterday
afternoon a B–52 bomber from the 12th Air

Combat Command crashed at the base during
a training mission. All four airmen aboard were
lost. Their deaths remind us again of the hazards
and risks involved in maintaining our security
and the debt of gratitude we owe each of our
military personnel. I want to send my condo-
lences and prayers to the families of the airmen
and the good people who will continue doing
the hard work of freedom at Fairchild.

After months of debate, health care reform
is very much alive. And we have an extraor-
dinary opportunity in the next few weeks to
make sure that America joins every other ad-
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vanced nation by guaranteeing health coverage
to each and every citizen, not through a Govern-
ment program but through private insurance and
real opportunities for small business people and
self-employed people to buy good insurance on
the same terms that those of us in Government
or people who work for big business can. I’m
committed to making sure we don’t miss this
urgent opportunity.

This week we had a historic development.
For the first time in American history and after
60 years of reform efforts, committees in both
Houses of Congress have approved bills that
guarantee universal health coverage, coverage to
all American families.

Anyone who doubts the significance of this
need only look at the last half century. President
Roosevelt first tried to reform health care but
couldn’t get this far. President Truman tried
several times and couldn’t do it. President Nixon
proposed universal health coverage with an em-
ployer-employee joint responsibility to pay for
insurance, and he couldn’t do it. President
Carter also tried without success.

These reform efforts never got to this point.
Now that we’ve come this far, we mustn’t turn
back. Momentum is building toward a solution
for the health care crisis. And as we settle on
one, we must make sure we go to the root
of the problems in the current system.

Half measures, quick fixes, things that sound
better than they actually will work, will only
make matters worse. We have to help middle
class Americans, whose economic success is the
key to America’s prosperity, know that they will
always have health security, even if they have
to change jobs or if they lose their jobs.

The whole purpose of our economic program
is to make it possible for hard-working Ameri-
cans to reap the potential of a vastly changing
world economy. We’re not proposing to hand
anybody anything but to help all Americans get
the tools they need to have good jobs and strong
families now and in the future.

That’s exactly what we have been doing.
We’ve worked hard to get our economic house
in order with tough deficit reduction and new
investments in education, training, new tech-
nologies, the jobs of the 21st century. We’ve
helped to restore the economy, and more than
3 million new jobs have been created since I
took office last year. We’ve made a dramatic
proposal to move people from welfare to work.
We’re creating educational and job training op-

portunities that will enable people to embrace
change. We have a tough crime bill about to
pass that will put 100,000 more police officers
on the street, with tougher punishment, better
prevention for our young people, a ban on as-
sault weapons. We’ll have 3 years of deficit re-
duction in a row for the first time since Harry
Truman was President.

But unless we address the health care crisis,
these other measures will not do all they should
for our people. Unless we provide coverage for
all Americans, our economy will continue to suf-
fer and more and more Americans will lack the
security they need to take advantage of the op-
portunities that lie ahead.

We’ve heard a lot about measures lately that
wouldn’t provide coverage to all families. But
make no mistake, measures that are half-hearted
would at best, at best, guarantee that things
stay only about as good as they are now. The
poor would get health care. The wealthy would
get health care. The middle class would get
it sometimes and not get it sometimes, but they
would be either left out into the cold or remain
constantly at risk of losing coverage.

Our strength in the world has always been
the imaginative ingenuity of our middle class.
But the lack of security about health coverage
is putting a roadblock in the way of middle
class Americans as more and more people have
to change jobs more often. Today, 81 million
Americans live in families with preexisting con-
ditions that could keep them from taking better
jobs or creating new businesses and already
mean that millions of them either don’t have
health insurance or pay too much for it. If mid-
dle class Americans are held back by worries
about their health care and the health of their
families, they often can’t do what they must
to succeed.

And people on welfare, who ought to become
productive members of society, won’t take jobs
if it means giving up their health benefits. Just
yesterday in Missouri, I met a woman who has
moved from welfare to work but who says that
when she loses her health benefits for her chil-
dren, she’s not sure she can stay working and
may go back to welfare. We’ll be telling our
people that working hard doesn’t count anymore
when we ask people who leave welfare to go
to work to pay taxes so that those who stayed
on welfare can have health care for their chil-
dren while they give it up. I know you believe
we can’t afford to send that message.
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We shouldn’t assume that doing nothing will
protect what we have today, either. Nothing is
what we have done for years. And just this week,
a new report showed that the percentage of
Americans without insurance has gone from 12
percent to 15 percent of our population in the
last 12 years. Now, that’s over 12 million Ameri-
cans who don’t have health insurance. In the
last 3 years alone, more than 3 million Ameri-
cans have been added to the rolls of the unin-
sured. Even those with insurance today can’t
count on having it tomorrow unless we fix our
system and fix it now.

Actually, not all Americans face this kind of
risk. Members of Congress, along with the Presi-
dent and all Federal Government employees,
we have a great deal right now. We work for
you, the taxpayers of America, and you reward
us with health coverage that can’t be taken away,
even if we get sick. Not only that, we have
a requirement that employers contribute most
of the cost of our health plan—that’s you, you’re
our employers—and we contribute some.

Now, I believe every working American de-
serves these same benefits and that same guar-
antee. I think you ought to tell Congress that
you believe the same thing.

In the weeks ahead, special interests will again
be spending millions of dollars, tens of millions,
to block reform. I’m going to do everything I
can to make sure that the concerns of hard-
working Americans don’t get drowned out.

Harry Truman said it best about 50 years
ago when he said, ‘‘There is no other way to
assure that the average American family has a
decent chance for adequate medical care.
There’s no way to assure a strong and healthy
nation.’’ I believe 50 years is long enough to
wait to make good on that promise. Let’s do
it this year.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Address to the People of the Baltic Nations
June 27, 1994

On July 6th, I will be coming to Riga. On
that day, I will have the great honor of being
the first American President to visit the Baltic
nations. The honor will be even greater because
now Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania are free de-
mocracies once again.

In recent years, the United States observed
every June 14th as Baltic Freedom Day, a day
that reminded all Americans of the courage and
determination of the Baltic peoples in your
struggle against Soviet occupation. The Amer-
ican people never recognized that occupation,
and we rejoiced with you in August 1991, when
your three countries were reborn as inde-
pendent, sovereign states. We have worked with
you to achieve the early and complete with-
drawal of foreign troops from your soil. And
we look forward to rejoicing with you again this
year when the final soldier has departed.

When I come to Riga, I will meet with Presi-
dent Ulmanis, President Meri, and President
Brazauskas. Together we will discuss how Amer-

ica can work with the Baltic countries to help
bolster your security and prosperity into the next
century. One of the most important moments
of my trip will come when I speak at an outdoor
gathering in Riga to the people of all the Baltic
countries. I invite all who can to come and
join me for that historic occasion.

I look forward to meeting the people of your
countries in a few weeks. And until then, let
me leave you with three wishes: Long live the
Republic of Estonia! Long live the Republic of
Latvia! And long live the Republic of Lithuania!

NOTE: The address was videotaped on June 22
at approximately 6:30 p.m. in the Library at the
White House, and it was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 27. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
address.
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