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ours. We had the basis to go forward. I'm very
happy about it.

Yes, Wolf [Wolf Blitzer, CNN]. Go ahead.

Q. There will be critics, as you well know,
who will argue that once again the North Kore-
ans have succeeded in stalling, and clandestinely,
this will give them an opportunity while their
negotiators talk to U.S. negotiators in Geneva
to pursue their nuclear ambitions, which they’re
not about to give up. How do you verify that
they are sincere in this effort?

The President. Well, that was a big part of
the statement, of course, of the letter that we
got, not just that there would be an agreement
to freeze the program but that the agreement
be verifiable. The IAEA inspectors and the mon-
itoring equipment on the ground can be and
will be used to verify the commitment not to
reprocess and not to refuel.

If we didn’t have some way of verifying it
you and I wouldn’t be having this conversation
at this moment.

Yes, one last question.

Q. Mr. President, could you tell us, beyond
just the focus of the talks, could you tell us
what your longer range view is? Do you see
the Koreas being reunified? What do you see
happening, coming out of all this?

The President. Well, T think, first of all, that
is a decision for the peoples and their leaders
in South and North Korea to resolve. What the
United States wants is for the agreement that
the Koreas made in 1991 to make the Peninsula
nonnuclear to be carried through.

The United States wants the NPT to be a
success with regard to North Korea. The United
States wants North Korea, in whatever relation-
ship it pursues with South Korea—that is up
to them—to move toward becoming an integral
and responsible member of the international
community. That will auger well for the peace
and prosperity of the peoples of north Asia as
well as for the security interest of the United
States. That is what we have pursued with great
diligence, and I'm very hopeful that these talks
will bring us closer to that.

As T said, this does not solve the problem,
but it certainly gives us the basis for seeking
a solution. And I'm quite pleased.

Thank you very much.

Q. Have you called Jimmy Carter?

The President. Oh, I have. I called him, talked
to him about the letter. We had a very good
talk, told him again I was glad he went, and
I thought it was a trip worth taking, a risk worth
taking, and I was very pleased.

Q. You didn’t mind his criticism of your sanc-
tions policy? He was pretty blunt, wasn't he?

The President. No. No, as long as the agree-
ment—like I said, we've been friends a long
time. The agreement was that he would faith-
fully communicate our position. I am absolutely
convinced he did it, and I'm absolutely con-
vinced now that they have met the agreement.
And I feel good about it.

NoTE: The President spoke at 5:34 p.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House.

Statement on the White House Conference on Africa

June 22, 1994

The challenges facing Africa and American
policy towards the continent will draw on the
participation and combined efforts of all Ameri-
cans. This meeting is an important opportunity
for leaders who care deeply about Africa to
share ideas and experiences.

NOTE: This statement was included in a statement
by the Press Secretary announcing that the
White House will host a Conference on Africa
June 26-27.
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