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Hillary and I just wanted to comment and say
hello to you and ask you just to take a few
minutes and visit with us about this year and
what we’re going to be doing next year on the
health care issue, because our efforts to change
the health care system affect senior citizens
about as much as any group in the country.

And the most important things that I wanted
to emphasize about what we’re trying to do is
first, we don’t mess up what’s all right now.
We leave Medicare alone, the way it is, except
that we add for senior citizens as well as for
working people a prescription drug benefit for
the first time. When I ran for President—and
I spent so much time in the New Hampshire
area when I was running and I went to countless
little meetings like this—the number one thing
that people would tell me who were on Medi-
care is that they wanted a prescription drug
benefit, that it was a terrible burden. So the
way that this benefit will work is that every
year there will be a $250 deductible after which
everyone’s Medicare policy will cover the drugs
that they are prescribed plus a modest copay,
a small one.

The other thing that this does that I think
is so important is to provide some options under
long-term care. Today, there are a couple of
problems with long-term care. One is that often-
times people can’t get it unless they spend
themselves from Medicare down into the Med-
icaid eligibility, and then often the only option
they have is a nursing home. So, what we want
to do is to keep the nursing home option but
to add in-home care, to add community-based—
like boarding home—care to the nursing home
option. And we will phase that in over a few
years as we achieve savings from the other

changes in the program. But those are the things
that I think are very, very important to our
country.

The fastest growing group of Americans are
people over 80. And we know that with proper
medication people of all ages actually are more
likely to stay out of hospitals, more likely to
stay healthy, more likely to have lower health
care costs over the long run. But that’s especially
true of senior citizens. We also know that with
the fastest growing group of people being over
80, not everybody will be in the same condition.
And more and more people will want to have
the option to stay at home or maybe to leave
for a few hours a day and be in some sort
of community-based care system. So, we think
it’s really important to move away from an
undue bias on nursing homes to let people have
broader options. So, that’s basically what this
health care plan does.

And we’re going to do our best to try to
pass it next year and bring about some real
security for people who are—for younger people
who don’t have Medicare, the most important
thing about it is it will give them a package
of health care benefits that they can never lose.
That’s the biggest problem for people who are
insured in the system today: they can lose their
benefits. And about 100,000 Americans a month
lose it permanently. A lot of Americans are in-
sured at work, but their children aren’t insured.
There are all these problems, and those will
be fixed. But for senior citizens, the number
one benefit will be the prescription drugs and
the change in the coverage of long-term care.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Jean-Bertrand Aristide and
Prime Minister Robert Malval of Haiti and an Exchange With Reporters
December 6, 1993

The President. I would like to make a state-
ment first. I want to welcome President Aristide
back to the White House and also welcome
Prime Minister Malval here for the first time
and the other people associated with the effort
to bring democracy back to Haiti.

I want to reaffirm the support of the United
States for the democratic impulses of Haiti and

for the return of President Aristide. I’d also
like to compliment Prime Minister Malval on
his announcement today of his intention to re-
main on after December 15th as Acting Prime
Minister and to try to revitalize and broaden
the talks in Haiti within the framework of the
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Governors Island Agreement. The United States
will support this Haitian initiative and seek the
support of the U.N. and the OAS. We have
no reason to believe that they will not also be
supportive, and so we are looking forward to
discussing that. They just got here, and we’re
going to have discussion about that.

Haiti
Q. Besides the sanctions, what steps are you

willing to take to help restore democracy to
Haiti?

The President. Well, let’s wait until we have
a meeting here. We’re going to have a discussion
about all those things, and there will be more
to say about that.

North Korea
Q. How about North Korea then, Mr. Presi-

dent? Did you come to any decision in your
meeting today?

The President. We worked through the prob-
lem, and at the end of the meeting I authorized
our folks to go back to the South Koreans and
our allies, and I expect to have a talk with
President Kim sometime in the next 24 hours.
We’ll talk a little more about it then. I want
to talk to them before I say more.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:45 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Sanctions Against the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro)
December 6, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On May 30, 1992, in Executive Order No.

12808, President Bush declared a national emer-
gency to deal with the threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States arising from actions and policies
of the Governments of Serbia and Montenegro,
acting under the name of the Socialist Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia or the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia, in their involvement in and sup-
port for groups attempting to seize territory in
Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina by force and
violence utilizing, in part, the forces of the so-
called Yugoslav National Army (57 FR 23299,
June 2, 1992). The present report is submitted
pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c) and 1703(c). It
discusses Administration actions and expenses
directly related to the exercise of powers and
authorities conferred by the declaration of a na-
tional emergency in Executive Order No. 12808
and to expanded sanctions against the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro)
(the ‘‘FRY (S/M’’) contained in Executive Order
No. 12810 of June 5, 1992 (57 FR 24347, June
9, 1992), Executive Order No. 12831 of January
15, 1993 (58 FR 5253, January 21, 1993), and
Executive Order No. 12846 of April 26, 1993
(58 FR 25771, April 27, 1993).

1. Executive Order No. 12808 blocked all
property and interests in property of the Gov-

ernments of Serbia and Montenegro, or held
in the name of the former Government of the
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia or the
Government of the Federal Republic of Yugo-
slavia, then or thereafter located in the United
States or within the possession or control of
U.S. persons, including their overseas branches.

Subsequently, Executive Order No. 12810 ex-
panded U.S. actions to implement in the United
States the U.N. sanctions against the FRY (S/
M) adopted in United Nations Security Council
Resolution No. 757 of May 30, 1992. In addition
to reaffirming the blocking of FRY (S/M) Gov-
ernment property, this order prohibits trans-
actions with respect to the FRY (S/M) involving
imports, exports, dealing in FRY-origin property,
air and sea transportation, contract performance,
funds transfers, activity promoting importation
or exportation or dealings in property, and offi-
cial sports, scientific, technical, or other cultural
representation of, or sponsorship by, the FRY
(S/M) in the United States.

Executive Order No. 12810 exempted from
trade restrictions (1) transshipments through the
FRY (S/M), and (2) activities related to the
United Nations Protection Force
(UNPROFOR), the Conference on Yugoslavia,
or the European Community Monitor Mission.
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