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well, he certainly had a stunning victory. It was
a real referendum in Canada. The way the press
characterized it this morning, I think, is fairly
accurate. People want a job-generating strategy,
and they want the deficit dropped down, and
those are the two things that he ran on. And
obviously because he has a big parliamentary
majority, he has some flexibility there. But I
don’t think it would be right for me to charac-
terize, in any way, his attitude, position. It's
just not the right thing to do. We had a really
good conversation. Our two countries are as
close probably as any two countries in the world.
We have differences from time to time; we al-
ways will. But I feel very good about my con-
versation. And I think it’'s a good thing that
now that he’s been elected, he’ll have the sup-
port he needs in the Parliament to govern. I
think that’s a good thing.

Spending Cuts

Q. Did you make your commitment to Sen-
ator Kerry this morning, Mr. President, with
the spending cuts? Did you meet your commit-
ment to Senator Kerry?
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The President. They’ll have another announce-
ment about that. That was a whole different
issue. The administration promised House Mem-
bers; there weren’t any Senators involved in
that. There were House Members who wanted
a chance to vote on at least $10 billion more
in spending reductions before the end of the
calendar year, without regard to what we're
going to be doing next year in trying to finish
the implementation of the reinventing Govern-
ment report. And so, that's what we did today.
And we gave them more than that because we
also would like to have some cuts to fund an
expansion of the crime bill to pay for more
police officers and to make sure that we fully
implement that.

Q. Did he ask you about

The President. We didn’t talk about that.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:46 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister-elect Jean
Chretien of Canada. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.
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