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I’ve said since the beginning of this debate,
I welcome—I need—good ideas and options
from everyone. No party, no person, no segment
of the health care community owns all the good
ideas. After all, it was a Republican President,
Richard Nixon, who first recommended over 20
years ago extending health coverage by asking
every employer to take responsibility for paying
some of his employees’ health care costs. A cur-
rent Republican Senator, Bob Packwood of Or-
egon, sponsored that bill 20 years ago.

Already the fruits of bipartisan cooperation
are visible. In just a few months, we’ve moved
from deep alarm over health care to designing
a proposal, to crafting a solution. As I said,
we don’t have all the answers, and we know
that. But we have to find them, and we do
have a plan.

I believe this plan will work. It will guarantee
comprehensive health benefits to every one of
you. It’s based on the notion of preserving and
protecting what is best about American health
care and fixing what has gone wrong.

My goal is to make the world’s finest private
health care system work better and work for
everyone. We’ve rejected a big Government so-
lution. We’ve rejected broad-based taxes. We’ve
insisted that small business be protected. And
I embrace the compassionate American view
that no one should go without health care.

This plan will drastically cut the paperwork
that now clogs the American health care system.
It will maintain the highest quality health care,
and it will retain your right to choose your doc-
tors. In fact, for most of you, your choices in
health care will increase, not decrease, if this
plan passes.

The plan will keep health care costs down
by controlling spending, by providing free pre-
ventive care that keeps us healthy and saves
money in the long run. It also asks all of us
to take more responsibility for paying for a
health care system that all of us use but only
some of us pay for.

We also ask everyone, every American, to take
more responsibility for personal behavior. Just
as insurance companies and doctors and lawyers
and the Government must take more responsi-
bility upon themselves to make the system work
better, so must each individual. It is the com-
mon sense and shared values of our health secu-
rity plan that are bringing people of all political
persuasions to the cause.

I watched some of Hillary’s testimony. I wish
I could have seen more. We spent a lot of
time talking together about what she learned
from the Congress and how we can make health
care a reality for each of you. I think we’ve
done the responsible thing by accepting this
challenge, a challenge too long delayed, and by
beginning a truly constructive bipartisan debate
on what many have characterized as the most
important piece of domestic legislation in a gen-
eration.

And I believe that once we succeed in pro-
viding health security to each of you, every fam-
ily will have a chance to prosper and dream
again, freed from today’s fears: freed from the
fear that if you lose your job, you’ll lose your
health care; if your business goes down, you’ll
never have health care coverage; if you get sick
and you really need it, you won’t have health
care. Those fears have to be done away with.

As we move forward we’ll continue to carry
with us the indelible memory of the thousands
of people we’ve talked to who have tangled with
the health care system and lost, of the thousands
who live in fear of losing their health care, and
to the plight of so many of you who have played
by the rules and lost to a system that often
doesn’t follow them. Once heard, no one forgets
those voices.

Thank you for making this a great beginning,
and thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters on Russia
October 3, 1993

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, I have
received a rather extended briefing on what we

know about what is going on in Russia, and
I want to make a couple of comments about
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it. First of all, it is clear that the violence was
perpetrated by the Rutskoy-Khasbulatov forces,
that there has been significant violence today
in Moscow. It is also clear that President Yeltsin
bent over backwards to avoid the use of force,
to avoid excessive force from the beginning of
this, and I still am convinced that the United
States must support President Yeltsin and the
process of bringing about free and fair elections.
We cannot afford to be in the position of waver-
ing at this moment or of backing off or giving
any encouragement to people who clearly want
to derail the election process and are not com-
mitted to reform in Russia. So we are following
events moment by moment. As you know, we
have access to television coverage there so you
are also pretty current on it. But that is the
most I know now, and that is our position.

Q. Do you think that Yeltsin can survive, Mr.
President, and will you cut off aid if he is de-
posed?

The President. Well, I don’t expect him to
be deposed. I wouldn’t overreact to this, now.
I think the people clearly stand far more sup-
portive of him than the Rutskoy-Khasbulatov
and they seem—they don’t have any organized
military support that we’re aware of. So we’ll

just have to wait for developments, but I have
no reason to believe that he would be deposed.

Q. Mr. President, have you spoken to Presi-
dent Yeltsin?

The President. No. I’m sure he’s got more
important things to do right now than to talk
to me, and I don’t think the United States
should be involved in the moment-to-moment
management of this crisis, but I do want him
to know of my continued support and the sup-
port of the United States.

Q. What can the U.S. Government do right
now?

The President. Well first of all, we can get
as much intelligence, as quickly as possible,
about what’s going on, and we can do our best
to look after the safety of the Americans who
are there and the security of the Embassy,
which has received some attention from our
folks, and so far the reports on that are good.

Q. Do you have any plans to cancel your
trip or postpone your trip in any way?

The President. No.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:09 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks to the Community in Sacramento, California
October 3, 1993

Thank you very much. Thank you for coming.
Thank you for being here. Thank you for doing
what you have done for the United States. It’s
wonderful to be here. It’s wonderful to be in
Sacramento, and it’s great to be at McClellan,
and I thank you for all being here with me
today.

I’d like to say a special word of thanks to
General Phillips and the people at this base
for the work they have done and the work they
did with your Mayor and others to keep this
base alive. You are a good testimony to the
wisdom of that decision, and I thank you for
that.

I also want to thank General Yates, the Com-
mander of the Air Force Materiel Division, for
flying all the way across the country to be with
us today. And I want to tell you one thing,
he made a real sacrifice because this is his birth-

day, and I thank him for spending it with us
today.

I want to say, also, a special word of thanks
to Congressman Hamburg, Congressman Mat-
sui, and Congressman Fazio——

[At this point, audience members interrupted the
President’s remarks.]

You all ignore them. They don’t want you
to hear, but you want to hear it. Just come
on. Most people in this country still believe in
free speech. That’s one of the things worth
fighting for. I also want to say a very special
word of thanks to these Members of Congress
who have supported our efforts to deal with
the problems of America.

I got interested in making that long and chal-
lenging race for President because I was worried
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