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munity of market democracies.

This bill also contains vital support for Israel
and Egypt and other measures related to the
Middle East peace process. The Congress’s
timely passage of these provisions, soon after
the dramatic advances of the past few weeks,
shows our Nation’s commitment to peace in the
Middle East.

The elements of the bill supporting Russia,
Ukraine, Armenia, and the other new inde-
pendent states include: the U.S. contribution for
a multilateral Special Privatization and Restruc-
turing Program, a G-7 initiative that will support
the privatization of large Russian enterprises; fi-
nancing for joint projects in the energy and en-
vironmental sectors, including programs to in-
crease the safety of nuclear reactors; expansion
of the President’s Democracy Corps initiative
begun at the Vancouver Summit; and humani-
tarian assistance for those parts of the former

Soviet Union where food and medicines are still
desperately needed.

Recent events in Moscow highlight the ur-
gency of helping Russia and the other states
of the former Soviet Union sustain the momen-
tum of democratic and economic reform. This
bill makes a solid investment in our own na-
tional security and prosperity, enabling us to
reduce the amount we spend for national de-
fense while offering a hand of partnership to
former adversaries who are making the difficult
transition to the institutions of market democ-
racy.

WILLIAM |. CLINTON
The White House,
September 30, 1993.

NotE: H.R. 2295, approved September 30, was
assigned Public Law No. 103-87.

Statement on Signing the Continuing Appropriations Resolution

September 30, 1993

Today I have signed into law House Joint
Resolution 267, a Continuing Resolution that
funds the operations of the Federal Government
during October 1-21, 1993.

A Continuing Resolution is necessary at this
time in order to keep the Government func-
tioning while the Congress completes the appro-
priations process.

I commend the Congress for presenting me
with a funding measure that provides for a sim-
ple, temporary extension of normal Government
operations and is free of extraneous amend-

ments. I urge the Congress to complete the
regular appropriations process by October 21
so that a second Continuing Resolution can be
avoided.

WILLIAM |. CLINTON
The White House,
September 30, 1993.

NoOTE: H.]. Res. 267, approved September 30, was
assigned Public Law No. 103-88.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a Meeting With Members of Congress

October 1, 1993

NAFTA

Q. What are you going to tell them to con-
vince them on NAFTA?

The President. We're going to have just a
free-flowing conversation about NAFTA. I'm
going to make the arguments that I think are
important, and try to answer some questions
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and try to identify the continuing concerns of
these Members. I'm very heartened, I must say,
by the article in the Los Angeles Times today,
showing that public opinion has had a rather
marked shift in favor of the agreement in the
last 10 days. And I think the more people think
about what happens if you don’t do it as com-
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pared to what happens if you do, the problems
that people associate with the agreement will
seem to be associated with the status quo more
than with the agreement. And that’s what I be-
lieve. So were going to talk about that, and
we're just going to keep working on it, to see
if we can pass it.

Middle East Peace Process

Q. Mr. President, how did you manage to
convince Crown Prince Hassan and Foreign
Minister Peres to come over to the White
House this afternoon and have this open meet-
ing? There have been secret meetings before,
but this is the first time they've met at that
kind of an open level. How important is it?

The President. 1 think it's quite important,
because I think it’s important that their people

see them working together. As you know, I had
hoped we would see some more states, Arab
states, willing to lift the embargo. And right
now, were not making a lot of progress on
that, but I think we will. T think this is an
important next step. We just have to get these
folks comfortable dealing with each other and
being seen dealing with each other among their
own people. That was the donors conference
that we’re having in Washington today. I think
it will give a real boost to the peace process.

NoOTE: The exchange began at 11:08 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. During the
exchange, the President referred to Crown Prince
Hassan of Jordan and Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres of Israel. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters on the Middle East Peace

Process
October 1, 1993

The President. Good afternoon, ladies and
gentlemen. I have a brief statement and then
I want to give the Crown Prince and the For-
eign Minister an opportunity to make a few
remarks.

I have just had the privilege of hosting what
to date has been an unprecedented meeting in
the Oval Office between His Royal Highness
Crown Prince Hassan of Jordan and Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres of Israel. This meeting
is another important step on the road toward
a comprehensive peace in the Middle East.

With me in the Oval Office were Shimon
Peres, a principal architect of the pathbreaking
Israel-PLO agreement, and Crown Prince Has-
san, a leader who has literally devoted his life
to the promotion of peace and a better future
for his entire region. I am grateful to both of
them for accepting my invitation to further the
cause of peace.

On September 13th we bore witness to an
event that should serve as a turning point in
the history of the Middle East. Then I spoke
of my commitment to help build a new future
for the Middle East and all its people. Today
we have taken two additional steps to turn that
hope into reality.

This morning at the State Department, in an
extraordinary demonstration of international sup-
port for peace, 43 nations from every region
of the world helped to usher in this new era
by providing their political and financial backing
to those who would make peace in the Middle
East. They pledged more than $600 million in
immediate needs of the Palestinians and over
$2 billion over the next 5 years to help establish
Palestinian self-government.

And now this meeting has just taken place
in the Oval Office, coming as it does some 2
weeks after Jordan and Israel signed their agree-
ment on a common agenda to guide their nego-
tiations. This symbolizes a new relationship be-
tween Jordan and Israel, marked by dialog and
acceptance rather than confrontation and rejec-
tion.

The special relationship between the United
States and Israel is central to the pursuit of
peace, and I want to emphasize the great impor-
tance the United States attaches to Jordan’s crit-
ical role in achieving lasting peace in the region.

In our meeting, both the Crown Prince and
the Foreign Minister spoke of their hopes for
the future of peace and prosperity for Israelis,
Palestinians, Syrians, Lebanese, and Jordanians
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