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Q. Mr. President, are you satisfied with the
level of military activity in Somalia, or do we
need to add the Marines that are heading that
way?

The President. Well, let me just say that for
now I think I should say that I've been fully
briefed on what has happened to date. I'm en-
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Somalia

The President. Good evening, ladies and gen-
tlemen. First I want to speak with you about
a situation that all of us have followed very
closely in the last week, and that is the United
Nations action in Somalia.

General Powell reported to me this afternoon
that this operation is over and that it was a
success. The United Nations, acting with the
United States and other nations, has crippled
the forces in Mogadishu of warlord Aideed and
remains on guard against further provocation.
Aideed’s forces were responsible for the worst
attack on U.N. peacekeepers in three decades.
We could not let it go unpunished.

Our objectives were clear: The U.N. sought
to preserve the credibility of peacekeeping in
Somalia and around the world, to get the food
moving again, and to restore security. I want
to congratulate the American and the United
Nations forces who took part in this operation.
In this battle, heroism knew no flag. And in
this era, our Nation must and will continue to
exert global leadership as we have done this
week in Somalia.

Economic ngmm

Here at home, America is on the move. These
past few days have been an impressive and im-
portant series of victories for the American peo-
ple. Congress has taken major steps to limit
the influence of special interests and their
money in our lawmaking and in our campaigns.
Congressional committees have also approved

couraged, and I may have more to say about
it this evening.

NotE: The exchange began at 4:40 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House, prior to a meet-
ing with White House fellows. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

my plan for more college loans for the American
people and to enable tens of thousands of them
to pay their loans off by community service to
their States and Nation. But the most important
thing I want to discuss is the progress that is
being made, the remarkable progress, on the
economic plan.

Last month the House of Representatives
passed the plan to reduce the deficit, the first
step toward creating jobs and increasing in-
comes. Yesterday the Senate Finance Commit-
tee cleared the way for action by the full Senate.
Make no mistake about it, this means that we
are putting our economic house in order. Get-
ting the economy back on track depends upon
Congress passing this economic plan. It's nec-
essary, it’s fair, and it will work.

I propose, indeed I have insisted upon, $500
billion in deficit reduction to be locked away
in a deficit reduction trust fund. We will be
making historic cuts in the deficit by making
historic cuts first in Government spending, then
by making high-income Americans pay their fair
share so middle class Americans will be treated
fairly in the tax burden for a change. Seventy-
five percent of the new taxes proposed fall on
the top 6 percent of the American people, those
with incomes above $100,000. Now, some of
the critics of this plan in Congress prefer instead
to cut Social Security or health care or tax bene-
fits for elderly people just above the poverty
line or working people just above the poverty
line so that the wealthy won't pay so much.
I'm here tonight to say to you and to the Amer-
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