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experienced in their daily lives. He fought to
expand economic opportunity, to remind citizens
that our rights are accompanied by responsibil-
ities. He sought to close the gap between work-
ing class whites and African-Americans when
others tried for political advantage to keep them
apart.

Most of all, Robert Kennedy reminded us that
whatever our differences with our leaders are
and our differences with our policies, we can
and should all love our country. And that is
why, even as we remember his life and mourn
his loss, we must celebrate his spirit because

his example is what we should be following
today.

I will keep fighting for a society filled with
opportunity for every American, free of discrimi-
nation, full of the hopes and dreams that Bobby
Kennedy fought for. Realizing these dreams
would be the greatest tribute we could offer
him and the greatest gift we could give to our
children.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks at the Memorial Mass for Robert F. Kennedy in Arlington,
Virginia
June 6, 1993

Father Creedon, Mrs. Kennedy, the children
of Robert Kennedy, and the Kennedy family,
to all the distinguished Americans here present,
and most of all, to all of you who bear the
noble title, citizen of this country: Twenty-five
years ago today, on the eve of my college grad-
uation, I cheered the victory of Robert Kennedy
in the California primary and felt again that
our country might face its problems openly,
meet its challenges bravely, and go forward to-
gether. He dared us all. He dared the grieving
not to retreat into despair. He dared the com-
fortable not to be complacent. He dared the
doubting to keep going.

As I looked around this crowd today and saw
us all graced not only by the laughter of children
but by the tears of those of us old enough
to remember, it struck me again that the mem-
ory of Robert Kennedy is so powerful that in
a profound way we are all in two places today.
We are here and now, and we are there, then.

For in Robert Kennedy we all invested our
hopes and our dreams that somehow we might
redeem the promise of the America we then
feared we were losing, somehow we might call
back the promise of President Kennedy and
Martin Luther King and heal the divisions of
Vietnam and the violence and pain in our own
country. But I believe if Robert Kennedy were
here today, he would dare us not to mourn
his passing but to fulfill his promise and to
be the people that he so badly wanted us all

to be. He would dare us to leave yesterday
and embrace tomorrow.

We remember him, almost captured in freeze-
frame, standing on the hood of a car, grasping
at outreached hands, black and brown and
white. His promise was that the hands which
reached out to him might someday actually
reach out to each other. And together, those
hands could make America everything that it
ought to be, a nation reunited with itself and
rededicated to its best ideals.

When his funeral train passed through the
gritty cities of the Northeast, people from both
sides of the tracks stood silent. He had earned
their respect because he went to places most
leaders never visit and listened to people most
leaders never hear and spoke simple truth most
leaders never speak.

He spoke out against neglect, but he chal-
lenged the neglected to seize their own destiny.
He wanted so badly for Government to act,
but he did not trust bureaucracy. And he be-
lieved that Government had to do things with
people, not for them. He knew we had to do
things together or not at all. He spoke to the
sons and daughters of immigrants and the sons
and daughters of sharecroppers and told them
all, ‘‘As long as you stay apart from each other,
you will never be what you ought to be.’’

He saw the world not in terms of right and
left but right and wrong. And he taught us les-
sons that cannot be labeled except as powerful
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proof. Robert Kennedy reminded us that on any
day, in any place, at any time, racism is wrong,
exploitation is wrong, violence is wrong, anything
that denies the simple humanity and potential
of any man or woman is wrong.

He touched children whose stomachs were
swollen with hunger but whose eyes still spar-
kled with life. He marched with workers who
strained their backs for poverty wages while har-
vesting our food. He walked down city streets
with people who ached, not from work but from
the lack of it. Then as now, his piercing eyes
and urgent voice speak of the things we all
like to think that we believe in.

When he was alive, some said he was ruthless.
Some said he wasn’t a real liberal, and others
claimed he was a real radical. If he were here
today, I think he would laugh and say they were
both right. But now as we see him more clearly,
we understand he was a man who was very
gentle to those who were most vulnerable, very
tough in the standards he kept for himself, very
old-fashioned in the virtues in which he be-
lieved, and a relentless searcher for change, for
growth, for the potential of heart and mind that
he sought in himself and he demanded of oth-
ers.

Robert Kennedy understood that the real pur-
pose of leadership is to bring out the best in
others. He believed the destiny of our Nation
is the sum total of all the decisions that all
of us make. He often said that one person can
make a difference, and each of us must try.

Some still believe we lost what is best about
America when President Kennedy and Martin
Luther King and Robert Kennedy were killed.
But I ask you to remember, my fellow Ameri-

cans, that Robert Kennedy did not lose his faith
when his own brother was killed. And when
Martin Luther King was killed, he gave from
his heart what was perhaps his finest speech.
He lifted himself from despair time after time
and went back to work.

If you listen now you can hear with me his
voice telling me and telling you and telling ev-
eryone here, ‘‘We can do better.’’ Today’s trou-
bles call us to do better. The legacy of Robert
Kennedy is a stern rebuke to the cynicism, to
the trivialization that grips so much of our public
life today. What use is it in the face of the
aching problems gripping millions of Americans,
the American without a job, the American with-
out health care, the American without a safe
street to live on or a good school to send a
child to? What use is it in the face of all the
divisions that keep our country down and rob
our children of their rightful future?

Let us learn here once again the simple, pow-
erful, beautiful lesson, the simple faith of Robert
Kennedy: We can do better. Let us leave here
no longer in two places, but once again in one
only: in the here and now, with a commitment
to tomorrow, the only part of our time that
we can control. Let us embrace the memory
of Robert Kennedy by living as he would have
us to live. For the sake of his memory, of our-
selves, and of all of our children and all those
to come, let us believe again, we can do better.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:13 p.m. at Arling-
ton National Cemetery. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Rev. Gerard Creedon, missionary to the
Dominican Republic and celebrant of the Mass.

Remarks to the League of Women Voters
June 7, 1993

The President. Thank you very much, Becky,
for that wonderful introduction. I want to thank
you and Gracia Hillman and all the leaders of
the State and local chapters of the League of
Women Voters from around the country who
are here. I know there are at least three mem-
bers from my home State here. I’m glad to
see you all. Karen Stevens, Bobbie Hill, and
Linda Polk, I thank them for coming. This is

your house. And I’m glad to have you back
here.

When I ran for President, I did so with the
conviction that we had to create a new season
of opportunity and a new climate of responsibil-
ity in America so that together we could rebuild
the American community. And there were some
very specific commitments that I made in that
regard: an economic program that would be
good for America’s families and working people;
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