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ing for a dozen years. And I must say, it is
much easier to tell people that I’m going to
cut your taxes and spend more money on every-
thing than to say we’re going to have to raise
some money and spend less money on most
things.

A lot of the easy things have been done, but
I want you to believe that we can do it. We
have made a good beginning. Here’s something
that can affect you. After years of arguing, we
finally passed the family leave bill that says you
can get some time off when a baby is born
or somebody’s sick without losing your job. I
signed last week the motor voter bill, which
opens up the political process to easier registra-
tion, because another young student from New
Hampshire got me to sign a card when I was
here saying that I’d do my best to pass it if
I got elected President.

But changing this economy is a hard job. It
requires a lot of discipline, and it requires our
patience and concentrated effort, yours and
mine, over a long period of time. But we can
do it. We can do it.

The work of change is never easy. But you
have proved you weren’t afraid to change. The
average student here is 30 years old. I can re-
member when I was your age, a lot of people
would have been embarrassed to go back to
school when they’re 30. Now we’ve got people

going back to school when they’re 70. And let
me tell you something: You must remain
unafraid to change. You must remain unafraid
to change. Many of you will have to go through
retraining programs when you’re in your mid-
to late fifties. You should look at that as a great
opportunity to live a rich and diverse and inter-
esting life. If we can do what we should do
at the national level to reward the efforts you
are making, then change can be your friend
and not your enemy.

The heartbreaking thing I saw in New Hamp-
shire all during the primary season last year
and in 1991 was how many people had been
victimized by change. I cannot repeal the laws
of change. No person can. Our common chal-
lenge is to preserve the values of work and
family and community and reward for effort in
the midst of all this change.

You have done your part. You should be
proud of yourselves today, and you should com-
mit yourselves to continue to work to make sure
that change is your friend and that you are
rewarded for the extraordinary and courageous
efforts you have made.

God bless you, and good luck.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to college president Jane
Power Kilcoyne.

Remarks on Bosnia and an Exchange With Reporters in Manchester, New
Hampshire
May 22, 1993

The President. First of all, I’m very pleased
by the agreement that has been reached by Sec-
retary Christopher and the foreign ministers
from Russia, France, the United Kingdom, and
Spain. I think it puts us back together with
a common policy. I think that is a very good
thing. I think it does some important work in
confining the conflict to Bosnia so it doesn’t
spread into Macedonia and Kosovo or other
places. I think that it takes a step toward ending
the ethnic cleansing and slaughter by staking
out the safe havens without doing what I was
opposed to, which is basically agreeing that
those folks were going to be in camps there.
In other words, we’re still pushing for a political

settlement that has reasonable land for the Bos-
nian Muslims. So I think it’s a real step forward.
I think it has a chance to do some good. I’m
glad we’re working together again, and I applaud
all the foreign ministers for this work.

Q. You were a little skeptical yesterday after
the meeting with Foreign Minister Kozyrev. Has
something happened in the last 24 hours?

The President. Well, what happened was two
things. Number one, the safe havens were de-
fined in a way that was clearly designed to end
the slaughter, provide safety and humanitarian
aid. And number two, they’re willing to use the
safe havens to build on, that is to build a reason-
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able territorial settlement instead of just confin-
ing folks to camps forever. And finally, they
also agree explicitly to leave stronger measures
on the table if these fail. So I feel much better
about the position than I did yesterday. I ap-
plaud Mr. Kozyrev. He’s done a lot of work
on this. And I will say this: President Yeltsin
said to me that after the elections and after
they began work on their own constitutional re-
form, that Russia would come back in and be
a full partner in this. And he has kept his word.
So we’ve worked together, and I feel good about
it.

Q. [Inaudible]—the risk of the United States
forces being drawn into a Vietnam-type quag-
mire that you’re concerned about?

The President. No, it actually decreases that
risk. You can see from the statement where
we are on this. We have reaffirmed our previous
agreement to protect the forces that are there
working for the United Nations if they are at-
tacked. We have said explicitly that we would

talk to the government in Macedonia about the
United Nations strengthening its presence there
and about whether it would be advisable for
us to have a small force there. We are clearly
not going to get involved there either unilater-
ally or multilaterally in the conflict on one of
the sides of one of the combatants in a civil
war. That’s what happened to us in those other
places. So the American people should be reas-
sured that we have limited the possibility of
quagmire and strengthened the possibility of
ending the ethnic cleansing and the possibility
of limiting the conflict. I think this is a signifi-
cant step. And we’re back in harness again,
which is where we ought to be. We’re all work-
ing together. I’m encouraged by it.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:25 p.m. at the
Manchester Institute of Arts and Sciences. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks to the National Commission to Ensure a Strong Competitive
Airline Industry
May 24, 1993

Thank you very much. First of all, I want
to just thank all of you for your willingness
to serve. I think I should say, because of the
coverage that this initial meeting is getting, that
the American people should know that this is
not an ordinary commission; there’s only a 90-
day time window. It will require an enormous
sacrifice of your personal time and effort to do
all the massive work that needs to be done,
and I very much appreciate your willingness to
do it.

I’d also like to say a special word of apprecia-
tion to the Congress because of the bipartisan
nature of the support that this Commission had.
We all made efforts to appoint people without
regard to party and instead based upon their
knowledge of this issue and their commitment
to doing something about it. And I think there
is a real consensus in America that the people
who make airplanes and equipment and the peo-
ple who run our airlines are critical to our eco-
nomic future. It’s a big part of our trade surplus.
There are millions of people whose jobs depend
upon it.

In his most recent book, ‘‘Head to Head,’’
the economist Lester Thurow argues that there
are seven major areas of technology which will
produce the lion’s share of the high-wage, high-
growth jobs of the 21st century, at least as far
as we can see into that century, that aerospace
is one of those areas, and that a nation with
a stake in any of these technologies gives it
up only at its peril.

We have enjoyed an enormously positive posi-
tion in aerospace for a long time now. But if
you look at our airlines, the airlines alone have
lost as much money in the last 4 years as they
made in the previous 60. We have got to take
a look at what that means for us. If you look
at the fabulous manufacturers and suppliers that
we built up, there’s no question that the part-
nership that those manufacturers were able to
develop, not simply with the private airline com-
panies but also with the Defense Department,
made the economics of what they were doing
work. As we build down our defense budget
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