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Nomination for Posts at the Departments of Education and Energy
April 28, 1993

The President announced today that he in-
tends to nominate former San Francisco super-
intendent of schools Ramon Cortines to be As-
sistant Secretary of Education for Intergovern-
mental and Interagency Affairs and Jay Hakes,
a top aide to Senator Bob Graham of Florida,
to be Administrator of the Energy Information
Administration.

‘‘Ramon Cortines and Jay Hakes have both
distinguished themselves as public servants in
their own States and at the national level,’’ said
the President. ‘‘I am grateful that they have
agreed to continue their service as part of my
administration.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Chairman of the Securities and Exchange Commission
April 28, 1993

The President today announced his intention
to nominate Arthur Levitt, Jr., owner of the
Capitol Hill newspaper Roll Call and formerly
chairman of the American Stock Exchange, as
a member of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission. Once Mr. Levitt is confirmed as a
member, the President intends to designate him
Chairman of the SEC.

‘‘Backed by 20 years of experience in high
finance and newly introduced to the workings

of Capitol Hill, Arthur Levitt is well prepared
to take the helm at the SEC,’’ the President
said. ‘‘I have full confidence he will use his
office wisely to strengthen public confidence in
our country’s financial agencies.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Members of the House Ways and Means
Committee and an Exchange With Reporters
April 29, 1993

The President. Let me just make a brief re-
mark, and then I’ll answer your questions.

First, I want to thank these members of the
Ways and Means Committee for coming in for
this meeting. This morning’s economic figures
on the performance of the United States econ-
omy in the first 3 months of the year clearly,
I think, support the policies of this administra-
tion. They support filling out and implementing
the budget commitment that the Congress has
made to reduce the deficit and to increase tar-
geted investments and to generate jobs.

It also plainly proves, I think, that the admin-
istration was right in trying to hedge against
this economic slow growth by passing the jobs
bill that the House of Representatives passed
and that the Senate wanted to pass. It proves

that we were right in both reducing the deficit
and in trying to create some jobs right now
in this economy. But it also proves that the
long-term interests of the country will be served
if we fulfill our commitments on the budget.

The budget, I think, is well under way. The
Ways and Means Committee had a good day
yesterday. And I think we can continue to show
our commitment to bring the deficit down and
to target our investments in areas that will cre-
ate jobs. We’ll have a long-term plan that’s good.
But it also proves, I think clearly, beyond any
doubt, that the strategy of the administration
to create some more jobs right now was the
right strategy. The American people still need
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more employment, and we’re going to do our
best to give it to them.

The First 100 Days

Q. Mr. President, 100 days, have there been
mistakes? Are there things you would do dif-
ferently? What have you learned, what lessons?

The President. Well, I learned that things are
not going to change quite as fast as I wanted
them to. But I noticed there was—one col-
umnist a day or two ago in one of the major
papers pointed out that at least the American
people know that the Democratic Party is seri-
ous and the President is serious about deficit
reduction. They know we’re going to do some-
thing about health care reform. They know
we’re going to try to be partners with the private
sector in rebuilding the economy. And they
know we’re trying to make the Government
work again, with the national service program
that I will announce tomorrow and a whole
other range of issues to try to give people edu-
cational and other opportunities. So I feel basi-
cally quite good about what’s happened.

But this country has some serious problems,
and we’re going to have to get everybody serious
about dealing with the problems. Now, I am
very impressed so far with the work that we’ve
been able to do with the House and with the
majority in the Senate in getting the deficit
down and in focusing on the investment needs
of our people. But we’ve got a lot of work
to do.

I don’t know that 100 days is a rational cat-
egory, but if you look at how much we’ve done
and how much is well underway now as com-
pared with most previous administrations in a
similar time period, I think we’re doing pretty
well.

Q. Did you take on too much, Mr. President?

Bosnia

Q. Have you reached a decision on Bosnia
yet, Mr. President?

The President. Helen [Helen Thomas, United
Press International], I have not. As you probably
know, General Powell was away for most of

the week in Europe. And I want to see and
talk with him personally and have some other
consultations on some of the military issues. And
I have not. But we will do so soon, and then
we’ll begin some pretty aggressive consultations
with our allies.

President’s Agenda

Q. [Inaudible]—took on too much, Mr. Presi-
dent? Do you have some concerns about that?

The President. No, I will. You know, it’s a
question of—the Vice President has a word for
it, sequence and timing, I think he calls it. I
believe I got hired to try to do something about
the economy and the health care issue, and to
try to promote political reform and many other
things we’re trying to do. When we put all these
things out here, I don’t expect them all to be
resolved right away. But I think we’re going
to focus on the budget first. That’s what we’re
doing today. Then we’re going to take up, we’re
going to focus on health care.

But this country still needs to remember that
we’ve got to do these things to put people back
to work and to solve their economic problems.
That is the issue, the economy. And that is
what we are spending—I’m spending two-thirds
of my time or more on the economy and health
care. And that’s what I hope we can do in
the Congress in the few weeks ahead.

Q. So you’re more optimistic than Mr. Pa-
netta? You’re more optimistic than Mr. Panetta?

The President. I have more faith in Mr. Panet-
ta’s colleagues than he does. [Laughter]

I think we’re going to bring this deficit down,
and I think we’re going to get some investments
passed. I think we’re going to turn this economy
around. I wish we could have done it faster.
I still think we ought to create some jobs now.
I think that was a mistake. But I think we just
keep going. We’ll make the progress we can
and go on.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.
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