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Appointment of White House Liaison to the Metropolitan Washington

Council of Governments
Apm'l 14, 1993

The President has named Loretta Avent, his
Special Assistant for Intergovernmental Affairs,
to be the White House Liaison to the Metro-
politan Washington Council of Governments, the
White House announced today.

“Too often in the past, the Federal Govern-
ment has not been a very good neighbor to
the rest of the Washington area,” said the Presi-

dent. “T am committed to changing that relation-
ship and have full confidence in Loretta’s ability
to act effectively to make the White House a
full partner in the affairs of the region where
we live.”

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks to Law Enforcement Organizations and an Exchange With

Reporters
April 15, 1993

The President. Good afternoon. Ladies and
gentlemen, 2 months ago I presented a com-
prehensive plan to reduce our national deficit
and to increase our investment in the American
people, their jobs, and their economic future.
The Federal budget plan passed Congress in
record time and created a new sense of hope
and opportunity in the country. Then the short-
term jobs plan I presented to Congress, which
would create a half a million jobs in the next
2 years, passed the House of Representatives
2 weeks ago. It now has the support of a major-
ity of the United States Senate.

All of these Members of Congress know it’s
time to get the economy moving again, to get
job growth going again, to get a fast start on
the investments we need to build a lasting pros-
perity. Unfortunately, a minority of the Mem-
bers of the United States Senate have used grid-
lock tactics to prevent their colleagues from
working the will of the majority on the jobs
bill.

When Congress returns, I ask every Senator
from every State and from both parties to re-
member what is at stake. The issue is not poli-
tics, it’s people. Sixteen million of them are
looking for full-time jobs and can’t find them.
These men and women don’t care about who’s
up or down in Washington. They care about
paying the rent and meeting the mortgage pay-
ment, about putting food on the table and buy-
ing shoes for their children, about regaining a

sense of dignity that comes from doing a day’s
work and supporting their families and drawing
a paycheck. They're asking those of us who have
the privilege of serving to put aside politics and
do something now to move our economy for-
ward.

I am prepared to do that. And I have been
working with the Senate to come up with an
adjusted package that meets some of the con-
cerns of those who've been blocking action on
the jobs plan. I'm willing to compromise, so
long as we keep the focus on jobs, keep the
focus on growth, and keep the focus on meeting
unmet national needs.

Our opponents have been asking for a smaller
package. Today I ask them to join me in deter-
mining exactly what kind and what size package
Congress can approve that actually meets the
needs of the American people.

But even as we make those reductions, and
the package will be smaller, I believe we must
address problems that are on the minds of mil-
lions of Americans, and one in particular, and
that is the need to toughen law enforcement
in our society to deal with the dramatic rise
in violent crime.

So I will ask, even in this reduced package,
for an additional $200 million in Federal funding
to help local communities to rehire police offi-
cers who have been laid off because of the
fiscal problems caused by the national recession.
Together with a matching effort by local govern-
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