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Statement on Announcing the Forest Conference
March 10, 1993

Planning and good long-term management
can help us protect jobs and the unique old-
growth forests that are as much a part of our
national heritage as the Grand Canyon or Yo-
semite. It is time to break the gridlock that
has blocked action and bring all sides together

to craft a balanced approach to the economic
and environmental challenges we face.

NOTE: The President’s statement was included in
a White House statement announcing the Forest
Conference scheduled for April 2 in Portland, OR.

Remarks to Westinghouse Employees in Linthicum, Maryland
March 11, 1993

Thank you very much. I want to say a special
word of thanks to the people from Westinghouse
who greeted me when I arrived: Gary Clark,
who introduced me, Dick Linder, Gladys Green,
Rich O’Leary, and Gary Eder. And thank you
to all of you who made this tour possible.

I want to thank the Members of the United
States Congress who are here, who have worked
very hard for a long time and before I became
President to help to design a plan to strengthen
our economy even as we reduce military spend-
ing. Your Senators, Barbara Mikulski and Paul
Sarbanes, are here. Your Congressman, Ben
Cardin, is here. Senator Jeff Bingaman of New
Mexico; Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne
Feinstein of California; Senator Bill Cohen of
Maine; Senator Claiborne Pell of Rhode Island;
Congressman Martin Frost of Texas; Congress-
woman Jane Harman of California; and Con-
gressman Tom Foglietta of Pennsylvania. I think
that is the entire delegation here, along with
Mayor Kurt Schmoke of Baltimore and Gov-
ernor Schaefer. I’m glad to see all of them.
I have to note here, you can tell who the best
politician is. Of all these people I’ve introduced,
only Senator Mikulski found a seat. [Laughter]

I’d also like to thank the members of my
Cabinet who have helped to work on the state-
ment that I will announce today who are here:
the Defense Secretary Les Aspin, Labor Sec-
retary Bob Reich, Veterans Affairs Director
Jesse Brown, Energy Secretary Hazel O’Leary,
Commerce Secretary Ron Brown. I want to
thank all of them for their work.

All of you know from personal experience how
much American industry has been changed by

the cutbacks in defense. Defense spending
peaked in 1985. And by 1997, it will have been
reduced approximately 40 percent, perhaps
more, from its 1985 peak. These changes have
led not only to reductions in military personnel
abroad and closings of bases at home but dra-
matic changes in military contracting that have
affected companies like this one and which have
affected the economies of the States of Califor-
nia, Connecticut, Texas, and many others.

It has been said that while change is certain,
progress is not. And that certainly is true when
it comes to the challenge of meeting the na-
tional economic goals that we have in the face
of cutbacks in military spending. As I said, these
cutbacks have been made since 1985; more are
to come. They are essential in a world in which
we need funds to be reinvested in the domestic
economy and in which the security threats we
meet today, while very serious, are different and
clearly less expensive than those we faced when
the Soviet Union and the United States faced
each other across the Berlin Wall with the bar-
riers of the cold war and the imminent prospect
of nuclear war. So these changes had to come.
But if we do nothing in the face of change,
we have learned the hard way that we are its
victims. If we take bold action, we can be the
beneficiaries of change.

All of you here at Westinghouse Electronic
Systems Group are proof that you can make
change your friend. In 1986, just 16 percent
of the work done here was nondefense. Today,
it’s 27 percent. By 1995, half or more of your
work will be nondefense. What you have done
here is what I wish to do nationally: take some
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