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Mr. Johnson. Well, you know a little bit about
perseverance yourself, so I understand.

The President. Well, I really admire what you
did. And this is a great night for you, and I
want you to get back to your players. I just
wanted to say hello and we’re proud of you.

Mr. Johnson. Thank you a lot, Mr. President.

The President. Goodbye, Jimmy.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:59 p.m. from the
State Floor at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones
and head coach Jimmy Johnson.

Remarks Following Entertainment at a State Dinner for the Nation’s
Governors
January 31, 1993

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, first I
think we ought to acknowledge the musicians:
Peter Howard, John Beal, Martin Erskine, John
Redsecker, and Wally Harper. Let’s give them
a hand. [Applause] I’d also like to thank the
people who put this wonderful program to-
gether: Marty Bell, Beverly Camhe, Phyllis
Newman, and my good friend Bobbie Handman,
who’s here with her husband, Len, tonight and
whose daughter and son-in-law have been so
instrumental in our political life, Harold Ickes
and Laura Handman. Let’s give all of them a
hand. [Applause] I want to thank Ms. Handman
and Ms. Newman, in particular, for writing this;
and for Peter Howard for his musical direction
tonight.

And now let me say that I hope that we
can take good care of this house and that this
house will always be a house of America’s fam-
ily. I can’t help but note, I don’t want to embar-
rass Phyllis, but Phyllis and her husband, Adolph
Green, who sang a little tonight—stand up, Ad-
olph—[applause]—they’re celebrating their 33d
wedding anniversary. As you can see, he had
to get not only her parents’ permission but the
law’s as well to marry her at that young age.
[Laughter]

Phyllis Newman. That’s the nicest thing you’ve
said. [Laughter]

The President. I understand that this is Gov-
ernor Dean’s wedding anniversary tonight, too,
and I want to acknowledge that. This is Gov-
ernor Mickelson’s birthday.

This is also a very important birthday: Tonight
is Carol Channing’s birthday. I want all of us
to sing ‘‘Happy Birthday’’ to her in just a mo-
ment, but I want to tell you that she performed
here with George Burns for President and Mrs.
Kennedy. She performed here when President
Johnson was here. She made President Nixon’s
hate list, so she didn’t perform then. [Laughter]
We all knew about her in ‘‘Hello Dolly’’ and
‘‘Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,’’ where she immor-
talized that song that you heard about being
a little girl from Little Rock. I wish she had
been.

I’d like to ask us all now to stand and sing
‘‘Happy Birthday’’ to her. George, you come
up here to lead the singing.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House.

Remarks Following a Meeting With the Nation’s Governors
February 1, 1993

The President. Well, I want to say good morn-
ing to the members of the press who are here
from Washington and many of you from around
the Nation.

I’d like to read a statement and then call
on the Governors, Romer and Campbell, to

make a statement about the meeting we had
here today and the actions which I will take
today as a result of this meeting and the work
that I have been doing over the last couple
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of months.
The day before my Inauguration, on one of

the last days people called me Governor, I had
lunch with many of the Governors here and
many others with whom I have served over the
past 14 years. I pledged to them a partnership
between the country’s Governors and this ad-
ministration, rooted in our common experience
on the front lines of people’s lives.

I’ve told my friends, my colleagues, that the
one thing I hoped that I could actually demand
from them was a commitment to keep me root-
ed in that common experience and the real
problems of real people. The White House, after
all, only works when it is the people’s house.

Today we have continued our partnership in
earnest. We agreed to challenge together the
one obstacle that could keep us from success
in virtually every arena of national endeavor:
the twin monsters of spiraling health care costs
and the agony of having no access to health
care, no health care coverage, or living in fear
of losing it.

Left unaddressed, the health care crisis has
had devastating impacts on families, businesses,
the fiscal conditions of State and local govern-
ment, and the economic performance of the
United States. For 12 years our national Govern-
ment has ignored the problem, partisan gridlock
has prevented action, and Americans are paying
the price. The amount we spend on health care
has more than tripled. Now we spend far more
than any other nation on Earth, about 30 per-
cent more of our income, and we get less for
it.

We send American companies out into the
world with this 30 percent handicap simply be-
cause of high health care costs. The average
American car alone includes over $1,000 in
health care costs, twice as much as its Japanese
competitor. You know as well as I do that the
real people of this country are paying the price:
working families who live in fear of losing their
insurance; small businesses who have to choose
between dropping coverage or going broke;
State and local governments who have to bal-
ance their books every year and are now choos-
ing between cutting education, raising taxes, or
cutting other needed investments just to pay
more for the same health care bills.

If every person striving to overcome this chal-
lenge will bring to that work the same depth
of drive and determination that our Nation’s
Governors have brought here to the White

House today with their policy position, the
American people will have the commitment it
takes to solve this problem.

This meeting was a model of everything I
want my relationship with our Governors to be.
It wasn’t scripted or staged. It was simply an
honest discussion where real work was done,
real opinions were argued and a room filled
with women and men who left their partisan
banners outside the door. And in that spirit and
what I hope is the first of a series of announce-
ments we will make together, I want to an-
nounce that I am taking the following steps to
help them meet the health care needs of their
people in their States.

For years the Nation’s Governors have been
arguing that the process through which waivers
from the Medicaid mandates imposed on them
by the Federal Government is Byzantine and
counterproductive. They are right. I have today
directed the Department of Health and Human
Services and its Health Care Financing Agency
to take immediately a series of actions designed
to streamline the Medicaid waiver process to
enable the States of our country to serve more
people at lower costs. These include a require-
ment that from now on the Health Care Financ-
ing Agency and its regional centers will have
only one opportunity to ask for additional infor-
mation and clarifications on States’ waiver re-
quests. I also want the Health Care Financing
Agency to examine the development of a list
of standard initiatives for automatic approval for
State action.

In consultation with the National Governors’
Association, I want a rapid review of the entire
waiver request process that produces a list of
additional streamlining recommendations within
60 days. And I am directing the Health Care
Financing Agency to reopen negotiations with
the National Governors’ Association to issue new
regulations related to how they can use provider
taxes and disproportionate share reimbursement
to meet the needs of the people in their State.

Finally, I am directing the Department of
Health and Human Services to conduct a similar
review of the non-Medicaid waiver submissions
not addressed in the matters I have just dis-
cussed.

I’m also happy to announce that Hillary and
the leadership of the National Governors’ Asso-
ciation have agreed on a formal process for the
Governors to have input into the Health Care
Task Force. Their input, their advice, their per-
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spective is essential to our success. When all
this is said and done, the health care problems
of this country can only be met if we have
a good partnership.

And for those of you in the press and the
general public who may not understand all the
language that I have used about Medicaid and
waivers, if I could put it in simple terms, it
amounts to this: The Federal Government re-
quires the States to provide a certain number
of health services in a certain way to people
who are poor enough to qualify for Medicaid.
The States very often believe that they can pro-
vide more services at lower cost if we don’t
impose our rules and regulations on them.

For years and years and years, Governors have
been screaming for relief from the cumbersome
process by which the Federal Government has
micromanaged the health care system affecting
poor Americans. We are going to try to give
them that relief so that for lower costs we can

do more good for more people. This will be
one big step on a long road to giving this coun-
try the kind of health care system it needs.

Governor Romer.

[At this point, Gov. Roy Romer and Gov. Car-
roll Campbell made statements on cooperation
with the administration on health care reform.]

The President. That’s our statement. I know
a lot of you here want to take pictures of your
Governors, so have at it.

Governor King, of all of the people of Amer-
ica, they know you from behind as well as from
the front, but turn around. I think you ought
to turn around. How about giving them a pro-
file, at least, that sort of tough western profile?
[Laughter]

Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:23 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Statement on Revocation of Certain Executive Orders Concerning Federal
Contracting
February 1, 1993

Today I am taking two actions to restore a
needed balance in America’s workplace. I be-
lieve that these steps, by reducing unnecessary
Federal Government intrusion into workplace
relations, ultimately will promote the shared
goals of American workers and management and
strengthen the ability of this country’s businesses
and industry to compete in the world economy.

First, I am revoking Executive Order No.
12818. This order, issued on October 23, 1992
by President Bush, prohibits contractors that
have entered into project agreements with
unions from bidding on Federal construction
contracts. American taxpayers and the Federal
Government are not well-served by this restric-
tion. Such agreements establish labor standards
for work early in the process. They reduce in-
stances of cost overruns by permitting contract
bidders to make more reliable cost estimates
before bidding. They promote completion of
projects in a timely manner by assuring a stable
supply of skilled workers. And they promote safe
working conditions. By revoking Executive
Order No. 12818 today, such project agreements

will again be allowed in Federal construction
contracts.

Second, I am revoking Executive Order No.
12800, issued on April 13, 1992. This order re-
quired unionized Federal contractors to post a
notice in the workplace that workers are not
required to join or support a union and threat-
ened sanctions against contractors who did not
comply. The effect of this order was distinctly
antiunion as it did not require contractors to
notify workers of any of their other rights pro-
tected by the National Labor Relations Act, such
as the right to organize and bargain collectively.
By revoking this order, I today end the Govern-
ment’s role in promoting this one-sided version
of workplace rights.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
February 1, 1993.

NOTE: The Executive order revoking Executive
Orders 12800 and 12818 is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.
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