AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / July 17

Nomination for Posts at the Agency for International Development

July 15, 1993

The President today announced his intention
to nominate Margaret Carpenter, Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Asia and Douglas Stafford, Assist-
ant Administrator for Food and Humanitarian
Assistance at the Agency for International De-
velopment, U.S. International Development Co-
operation Agency.

“With their dual experience in the field of
foreign affairs and understanding of the good

global assistance can do, I am certain both Mar-
garet and Doug will work hard to fulfill AID’s
mission of providing economic and humanitarian
assistance to the developing world,” the Presi-
dent said.

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Inspector General of the United States Information Agency

July 16, 1993

The President today announced his intention
to nominate attorney Marian Bennett as Inspec-
tor General at the United States Information
Agency.

“I am pleased today to name Marian Bennett
to this important post at USIA,” the President
said. “I am certain she will work hard to ensure

USIA is a tight-run operation up to the task
of its mission to promote democracy and free-
dom abroad.”

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Interview With WGEM Radio, Quincy, Illinois

July 17, 1993

Disaster Assistance

Q. Good morning, Mr. President.

The President. Good morning.

Q. How are you, sir?

The President. Tm fine. As you know, I'm
now on Air Force One, on my way to St. Louis
to a meeting with the Governors of all the af-
fected States and a number of Cabinet-level offi-
cials. I think we have about seven or eight going
down today, as well as a number of Members
of Congress who have jurisdiction over the com-
mittees that are writing the relief legislation.

I wanted to call you, because your radio sta-
tion has done such a remarkable job of kind
of coordinating the information and keeping
people in touch and keeping them up in the
middle of this. I really respect what you've done,
and I appreciate it very much.

Q. Mr. President, this is Steve Cramblit. The
people that have really done the work are the
people who have been at the levees slinging
the sandbags on the Mississippi River water out
of their homes and out of their agricultural
lands. Theyre really the heroes in all of this.

The President. Yes, I've seen a lot of them
working, as you know, on my two previous trips.
It'’s been an amazing effort. And of course we're
not out of the woods yet. I know you lost a
dam there last night, and a lot of people on
the other side of the river had to evacuate.
And then the county down from that, Pike
County, I think the name of it is, is really con-
cerned. So we've got a few anxious days left
to go.

Q. Mr. President, this is Jeff Dorsey with
you now, and I was down in the Pike County
area yesterday. Are there any words that you
can give them, something to pick up their spirits
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at this point after 3 weeks of fighting the Mis-
sissippi off? Can you tell them anything? They're
all listening out there to you right now, sir.

The President. Well, first of all, let me say
that I think, you know, we may have a few
more days of this, but I think in a few days
it will be over. And as tough as things are,
we are doing everything we can to make sure
that we've got in place emergency relief help
and that we are planning for the long run to
stay with this process, the long run, to help
people get back on their feet and go on with
their lives. I've seen an awful lot of brave people
in the Midwest in the last 22 weeks, and I
just would urge the folks to hang in there and
not expect the worst but to prepare for it, and
then we’ll deal with whatever comes.

Q. Mr. President, this is Bob Turek. You have
already asked for $2.5 billion, and we under-
stand that Senator Paul Simon and some of the
others are saying that damage might be a lot
higher. Are you going to try and seek—allow
for emergency relief?

The President. Yes. As the evidence comes
in to support it, we decided that we really need-
ed to get a bill up to the Congress and start
moving it through. Now can you hear me? We
decided we needed to get a bill up to the Con-
gress and start moving it through. But as we
get new damage estimates, we’ll be giving them
to the congressional committees, and the bill
can be amended in the House and in the Senate
to reflect the new damage estimates. And then
if something comes in later, we can take new
legislation up there.

But we felt very strongly that we needed to
start getting the help out there just as quickly
as possible and that we ought not to wait an-
other month or so to present a bill. So that’s
why we're doing what we're doing. And I think
it’s the right thing to do. But it's not the end
of the road. The bill we presented will be modi-
fied, I think, in the Congress, if the evidence
comes in to support the need for more aid.
And I think we’ll fulfill our responsibilities. We
just want to be quick about it so that we can
really give people help, and they dont get
caught in the bureaucratic delay.

Q. Mr. President, this is Rich Cain. We've
had a number of listeners who are very con-
cerned over the National Guard troops who
have been in the area for quite some time now
who are becoming somewhat fatigued and have
been, in battling this fight, as well as a number
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of volunteers. The question is, Mr. President,
is there any consideration towards possible acti-
vation of troops on the Federal level?

The President. That's one of the issues that
I want to talk to the Governors about today.
I'm concerned that in some of the States in-
volved, they have used all their available
Guardspeople and they may be exhausted. Some
of them have been working virtually around the
clock. And I think that we need to look at
either bringing in Guard folks from other States
or maybe activating some Federal troops if, in
fact, all of the State resources have been ex-
hausted. And I'm going to take that up with
the Governors today.

I know you're going to carry the meeting live
on your radio station, which is something I very
much appreciate, and so we'll get some answers
from them and then Tl give an appropriate
response. But I appreciate your bringing that
up and I will check into it—in particular, in
your area.

Q. Mr. President, we appreciate taking your
valuable time, and I know that you are preparing
for that meeting today. We thank you very
much. And would you give us one final word
to the people of this area from the President
of the United States?

The President. 1 just want you to know that
we're thinking of you, we’re praying for you,
we're pulling for you, and we’re working. All
of us are working as hard as we can with your
Governors and your local representatives to try
to make this crisis pass as quickly as possible.
We're not in control of this situation entirely,
because Mother Nature is having its way with
us, as periodically happens. But I do believe
that were going to be able to get our way
through this, and the courage and the good
humor of the people of the Midwest has been
the key element, if we can keep people thinking
positively, looking toward the future, preparing
for whatever might happen. We'll do our best
to be there as your partners. And the rest of
the country is thinking about you and really
is determined, I think, to have the National
Government do what it takes to help you put
your lives back together and get back on track
here.

Thank you so much. Goodbye.

[At this point, the telephone interview ended,
and the President then took questions from re-
porters aboard Air Force One.]
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Q. What are the chances of Federal troops?

The President. 1 need to ask. It’s something
I thought about in Iowa the other day, where
the Guardsmen there obviously have been work-
ing around the clock. What we need to do—
of course the folks there, we have no way of
knowing whether they are—have they mobilized
the entire State Guard, can they send other
Guardsmen there? You know, I need to ask
about the facts, but I will, because they brought
it up and because they also brought it up in
Des Moines last week. We will raise that with
the Governors today in the meeting. But I don’t

The President’s Radio Address
July 17, 1993

Good morning. These past 2 weeks as I've
traveled across our Nation and our world, I've
been reminded that Americans can rise to any
challenge. The Vice President and I have visited
communities in the Midwest where floodwaters
have destroyed farms and businesses and homes,
reaching historic levels. We've seen much that
is heartbreaking but also a lot that is heartlifting.

The natural disaster is bringing out the best
in our people. I saw that when I visited Des
Moines on Wednesday. People there have been
going without tapwater, but they still remember
what it means to be Americans. Volunteers from
all over the State and around the country are
there distributing food and water, filling sand-
bags, and helping older people, the sick, and
neighbors whose livelihoods have been washed
away.

Already I've declared disaster areas in Iowa,
Illinois, Missouri, Wisconsin, and Minnesota.
And Federal officials are now in South Dakota,
North Dakota, Kansas, and Nebraska, reviewing
the extensive flood damage in those States. I've
directed all the appropriate Federal agencies to
work together as a team to help the victims
of these floods. And I've been especially pleased
with the work of Secretary Espy and the Agri-
culture Department and the sterling efforts of
the Federal Emergency Management Agency
and its Director, James Lee Witt.

Now I'm asking Congress to approve emer-
gency assistance to help the families, farmers,
businesses, and communities who’ve been hurt.

think it’s appropriate for me to make that deci-
sion. They may have a lot of other Guard troops
within the States that can be mobilized.

Q. What's the—[inaudible]—decisions?

The President. 1 have nothing to add to what’s
been said or speculated about. I think the Attor-
ney General—I would refer you to her on that.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:30 a.m. from Air
Force One en route to St. Louis, MO. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this interview.

And today T'll be heading back to St. Louis
to meet with Governors from the Midwest and
several Members of the Congress to plan short-
term disaster relief and long-term economic re-
covery. At a time like this, people who have
worked hard all of their lives deserve a helping
hand. With that helping hand, the people of
the Midwest will get back on their feet. After
all, they're Americans. They're facing this crisis
with grit and courage and generosity.

That indomitable American spirit is recog-
nized as far away as Tokyo and Korea. In Tokyo,
I attended a summit of the world’s seven leading
industrial nations. In Korea, I visited our service
men and women serving along the Demilitarized
Zone and standing up to the nuclear threats
that the North Koreans have presented to us
in the last several weeks.

In Tokyo, at the economic summit, my hand
was strengthened because of everything the
American people have been doing, working to
change our economic policies and pushing to
cut our deficit and increase investment in Amer-
ican jobs. For the first time in more than a
dozen years, an American President was able
to go to one of these summits and look at the
leaders of the other great economic powers and
say, “We are putting our own house in order.”
Your commitment to change has helped me to
come home with job-creating agreements to
lower trade barriers worldwide and to reduce
our trade deficit with Japan. These agreements
will make life better for America’s workers,
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