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the future. And as we face a more turbulent
and unpredictable world, and as our military
forces are being reduced, I just don’t think
that we ought to be contemplating signifi-
cant reductions in the intelligence budget.
I'm going to be glad to convey that on to
those who follow General Scowcroft and
Bob Gates and me.

So let me just say that the work you've
done has always been hard. There’s no
question about that. I think of the oper-
ations side, particularly, but it’s true on the
intelligence side, everything. The dangers
that we face as a country are real. I still
get emotionally convinced of that when I
see the stars out in the hall of this building.
I just think that the Nation is very fortunate
to have the service of everybody here. You
don’t get to sit at the head table quite as
much as I have in my last incarnations, and
you don’t get saluted as much as perhaps
others in different Departments, but you
deserve a great deal of credit. So I came
to say, thank you.

And now before I depart, I have one last
matter that I want to do. And I would like
to—I don’t know—Bob, is Becky out here?
Where is she? Right in front. Becky, come

on up here, and the kids as well. T want
to get the Gates family here. And it gives
me great pleasure, particularly surrounded
by people who have worked with Bob, to
honor him here as a distinguished public
servant by awarding him the National Secu-
rity Medal. This is the highest medal that
a President can give for national security.

I have a long list here that some very
thorough speechwriter wrote out about Bob
Gates” accomplishments, his record, his
service to his country, but I expect people
here know this better than most. But you
ought to know how much I trust him, ad-
mire him, and respect him. I will ask
[applause]

So this is the National Security Medal.
And if there’s ever been one that’s been
well deserved or well earned, it’s the one
I present now with great pride to Bob
Gates, Director of Central Intelligence.

Is that it? We're out of here. Thank you
all very much. Thanks a lot.

Note: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. at
the Central Intelligence Agency head-
quarters.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Alaska’s

Mineral Resources
January 8, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I transmit herewith the 1992 Annual Re-
port on Alaska’s Mineral Resources, as re-
quired by section 1011 of the Alaska Na-
tional Interest Lands Conservation Act
(Public Law 96-487; 16 U.S.C. 3151). This
report contains pertinent public information
relating to minerals in Alaska gathered by
the U.S. Geological Survey, the Bureau of
Mines, and other Federal agencies. This re-
port is significant because of the importance
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of the mineral and energy resources of Alas-
ka to the future well-being of the Nation.
Sincerely,

GEORGE BusH

Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the
Senate.
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