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Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by President Boris Yeltsin of
Russia in Moscow
January 2, 1993

President Yeltsin and members of the
Russian Government, friends, all, Ameri-
cans and Russians, we are here for an his-
toric occasion. I believe that this is a mo-
ment that history will record most positively
as we sign that treaty. As I prepare to leave
the Presidency, I bid farewell to a man
for whom I have enormous respect, a man
whose courage captured the imagination of
every single American as he stood on a Rus-
sian tank and straddled Russian history,
steering it toward a democratic future. His
voice spoke loudly for freedom through the
chaos of change, and it spoke softly of
friendship through the static of a long dis-
tance telephone line, a patriot who silenced
the guns of August, President Boris Yeltsin.

Mr. President, as you so eloquently stat-
ed, there is now a new U.S.-Russian part-
nership built together, affirming our dedica-
tion to a democratic peace in Europe and,
indeed, to a global peace. The two powers
that once divided the world have now come
together to make it a better and safer place.
Mr. President, we’ve come together again
this weekend amid a Moscow winter to sign
the most significant arms reduction treaty
ever.

All of us, sir, wish you and your colleagues
well on the bold reforms that you’ve under-
taken. Reform is never easy, and this we
understand. But your people do not run
away from a challenge. And in this chal-
lenge, America will stay with you, shoulder
to shoulder.

May I simply say a word about my succes-
sor, President-elect Clinton. I am confident
that what we do tomorrow is of tremendous
importance to him, and I am confident that
you will find him a 100-percent partner in
working for this U.S.-Russian relationship
that we treasure so much.

I salute everybody in this room and else-
where who had a hand in completing this
historic treaty. I raise my glass to toast a
strong future between Russia and the
United States, to toast President and Mrs.
Yeltsin, dear friends, and to toast this new
year, a new year of hope, freedom, and
peace for the Russian people.

Good luck and may God bless you all.

Note: The President spoke at approximately
7:05 p.m. in the Winter Garden Room at
the Kremlin. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

The President’s News Conference With President Boris Yeltsin of
Russia in Moscow
January 3, 1993

Mr. Kostikov. Ladies and gentlemen, let
us consider that the press conference is
open.

First, we’ll give the floor to the Presidents
of Russia and the United States for brief
statements, and then we’ll hold our press
conference. The first floor is to President
Yeltsin.

START II Treaty
President Yeltsin. President George Bush,

Mrs. Bush, members of the delegations,

representatives of mass media, ladies and
gentlemen:

It is not every century that history gives
us an opportunity to witness and participate
in the event that is so significant in scale
and consequences. Today, the Presidents
of the two great powers, the United States
and Russia, have signed the treaty on fur-
ther radical cuts in strategic offensive arms
of Russia and the United States, START
II.

In its scale and importance, the treaty
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goes further than all other treaties ever
signed in the field of disarmament. This
treaty is the triumph for politicians and dip-
lomats of Russia and the United States. It
is also an achievement for all mankind and
benefits all peoples of the Earth. The
START II treaty becomes the core of the
system of global security guarantees.

The scale of this treaty is determined by
a number of factors. Its historical factor
is that in the course of all its previous his-
tory, mankind was arming itself and just
dreamed of beating the swords into plow-
shares. The treaty signed today represents
a major step towards fulfilling mankind’s
centuries-old dream of disarmament.

Its political factor is that the treaty we
have signed today belongs to a new epoch.
This treaty was concluded by two friendly
states, by partners who not only trust each
other but also assist each other. It testifies
to our joint and determined movement to-
wards a new world order.

From the very outset the new democratic
Russian state has been pursuing a policy
of building equal partnership with the
United States. Today, we have every right
to say that relations between the two major
powers have undergone a genuine revolu-
tion. Its political factor lies also in the fact
that during the last decade of the 20th cen-
tury and at the turn of the 21st century,
the START II treaty will affect policies not
only of the United States and Russia but
of other countries of the world as well. The
START II treaty established parameters of
possible political agreements in other
spheres of interaction among states.

Thus, the military factor is determined
by the scale of mutual reductions in nuclear
arms. By comparison with the START I
Treaty, every state will have to reduce and
destroy the number of strategic offensive
warheads by approximately a threefold mag-
nitude. The deepest cuts will affect those
categories of arms which are of greatest
concern to the parties and the world. For
the United States these are submarine-
launched ballistic missiles and heavy bomb-
ers, and for Russia, land-based interconti-
nental ballistic missiles, ICBM’s. This re-
duces drastically the level of danger, mili-
tary mistrust, and suspicion.

We opened up real prospects for coopera-

tion based on trust between people in mili-
tary uniform, between people with military
discipline and military thinking. Thus, the
START II treaty will change and gradually
replace the very psychology of confronta-
tion.

At the same time, as President and su-
preme commander in chief, I can say with
absolute certainty the signed treaty
strengthens the security of Russia rather
than weakens it. I think that President Bush
can make a similar statement concerning
the security of the United States.

The implementation of the new treaty will
not be economically destructive for Russia.
We have made most of our calculations,
and they show that the proposed reductions
would cost us much less than the mere
maintenance of nuclear weapon systems in
a safe condition. We save seriously on ver-
ification and inspections, two of the most
expensive, to put it mildly, items of expendi-
tures. The new character of Russian-U.S.
relations makes it possible for us to substan-
tially simplify verification procedures while
ensuring their reliability.

We expect to cut and to cut considerably
the cost of the physical destruction of arma-
ments. We have agreed with the United
States to cooperate in developing and apply-
ing appropriate technologies. Thus, the ex-
penditures under this then will in fact be
shared equally. This will enable us to elimi-
nate our nuclear weapons not with a delay
of several years but in parallel with the
United States in accordance with the sched-
ule provided for in the treaty. In the context
of the present economic crisis, it would be
difficult for us to keep the pace without
outside assistance. The U.S. Congress has
made a decision to support Russia in the
destruction of these nuclear warheads.

Its moral factor will manifest itself in the
fact that the treaty gives all mankind the
hope for a nuclear-weapons-free world. The
high moral value of the treaty is that we
will be able to hand over to our children,
the children of the 21st century, a more
secure world. I would call this treaty a treaty
of hope.

As to the purely diplomatic aspect of this
START II treaty that has just been signed,
it will undoubtedly go down into the history
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1 START II (White House correction).

of diplomacy as an example of using the
potential of the partners who are waiting
to overcome the heritage of animosity and
confrontation. As you may recall, it took
15 years to prepare the first START Treaty.
The elaboration of START II, which is of
considerably great magnitude, took several
months. But there was absolutely no rush
in the process. Naturally this reflects, above
all, the high level of confidence and mutual
understanding achieved between the
United States and Russia, between the
Presidents of the two countries. It gives
great impetus to the world diplomacy as
well.

Today, I would like to express the hope
that the diplomatic services of the United
States and Russia, diplomats of European
countries, will double or even triple their
efforts in order to settle conflicts that are
of concern to the world.

I would like to focus on another impor-
tant aspect, the personal stand of President
George Bush, who is our guest, being on
a working visit with us. I would like to pay
tribute to my colleague and friend, George.
His remarkable personal and political quali-
ties and competence have contributed to
a successful transition from the cold war
to a new world order. I am grateful to him
for all he has done to establish new relations
between Russia and the United States, for
his solidarity and support during the push
for the FREEDOM Support Act, for the
START II treaty. Thank you, George.

I consider it of fundamental importance
that the future President of the United
States, Mr. Clinton, fully supported the con-
clusion of the START II treaty. We can
without delay proceed to the direct imple-
mentation of this instrument and consider
further steps to strengthen global stability,
the system of global protection, and inter-
national security.

President Bush and I have maintained
regular contacts with President-elect Clin-
ton. Today’s signing ceremony would not
have taken place had there been the slight-
est reason to doubt his solidarity with our
endeavors.

I would like to personally thank the most
active participants in this process and above
all the President of the United States, who
personally took part in the elaboration and

polishing of the text of the treaty. And I
would say we spoke often. And it was a
rare week that we did not speak on the
phone in the last few weeks.

I am also grateful personally to Mr. Scow-
croft, who took an active participation in
the consideration of this subject, and to
Jimmy Baker, of course, who treated glob-
ally the entire subject of the treaty and was
mainly responsible for this breakthrough.
And finally, I am grateful to Mr.
Eagleburger, who on the finishing line dart-
ed with boldness and practically initialed
the draft treaty there.

I’m thankful also to the experts, to ana-
lysts and consultants, and also to the leaders
of our delegation, to Mr. Kozyrev and
Grachev and the other 48 experts who work
very hard for us to come today to the sign-
ing of this treaty, the SALT II 1 treaty.

I’m also grateful to all the journalists,
press people, who kept their hand con-
stantly on the pulse of this subject and who
did not manage to criticize the treaty before
it was signed.

I do believe that there is no reasonable
alternative to the policy of friendly partner-
ship between Russia and the United States.
Strategic partnership relations serve the
fundamental national interests of the two
countries and of the international commu-
nity as a whole. I am deeply confident that
the signing of the START II treaty opens
new, promising prospects for the peoples
of our countries. I’m certain that this day
will be a milestone in this process.

Thank you.
Mr. Kostikov. I thank you. And now I

pass the floor to the President of the United
States, George Bush.

President Bush. Mr. President and Mr.
Vice President, Mr. Prime Minister, Min-
ister of Justice, Minister of Defense, Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, representatives of
the Russian and American delegations, and
distinguished guests:

We meet at the beginning of a new year,
at a moment that is also a new era for
our two nations and for the world. For half
of this century, the Soviet Union and the
United States stood locked in a nuclear
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standoff. For our two nations and for the
world, cold war, hot words, and the constant
threat of war seemed imminent, indeed, at
times inevitable. The time that we might
meet as friends and the time that we might
meet in freedom seemed distant, indeed
a dream.

Today, the cold war is over, and for the
first time in history an American President
has set foot in a democratic Russia. And
together we’re now embarked on what must
be the noblest mission of all: to turn an
adversarial relationship into one of friend-
ship and partnership.

We stand together today in this great city
at the threshold of a new world of hope,
a widening circle of freedom for us and
for our children. This historic opportunity
would simply not have been possible with-
out our combined common effort.

Mr. President, I salute you for your un-
wavering commitment to democratic reform
and for the history you’ve written since the
heroic day in August ’91 when you climbed
atop that tank to defend Russia’s democratic
destiny. And I also want to salute the hero-
ism of the Russian people themselves, for
it is they who will determine that Russia’s
democratic course is irreversible.

Today, as we meet on Russian soil, home
to 1,000 years of heritage and history, to
a people rich in scientific and creative tal-
ent, I want to assure the Russian people
on behalf of all Americans, we understand
that Russia faces a difficult passage. We
are with you in your struggle to strengthen
and secure democratic rights, to reform
your economy, to bring to every Russian
city and village a new sense of hope and
the prospect of a future forever free.

Let me say clearly, we seek no special
advantage from Russia’s transformation.
Yes, deep arms reductions, broader and
deeper economic ties, expanded trade with
Russia, all are in the interest of my country.
But they’re equally in the interest of the
Russian people. Our future is one of mutual
advantage.

We seek a new relationship of trust be-
tween our military forces. They once con-
fronted each other across Europe’s great
divide, and let them now come together
in the cause of peace. We seek full coopera-
tion to employ our collective capabilities

to help resolve crises around the world. We
seek a new cooperation between the U.S.
and Russia and among all states to prevent
the spread of nuclear weapons and other
weapons of mass destruction.

The world looks to us to consign the cold
war to history, to ratify our new relationship
by reducing the weapons that concentrate
the most destructive power known to man.
The treaty we signed today builds on the
strong beginning we made with START I,
and, together, these treaties will reduce by
more than two-thirds the strategic arsenals
in place today. And just as important,
START II will bring much better stability
to remaining forces.

This agreement represents a common ef-
fort to overcome the contentious dif-
ferences and complexities that surround nu-
clear weapons. In the face of many who
doubted Russia and America’s intentions
and our energy, it vindicates our insistence
that arms control must do more than simply
freeze the arms race in place.

The START Treaty, START I, reduced
a quarter century of growth in our nuclear
arsenals and reversed the course that caused
many to fear that nuclear conflagration was
inevitable. The treaty that we signed today
goes much further in a way that few be-
lieved possible just one year ago.

May I congratulate Messrs. Kozyrev and
Grachev and Eagleburger for their out-
standing work to bring this treaty to fruition.
And I also want to congratulate former Sec-
retary of State Jim Baker for his important
work on the treaty during the spring and
summer.

In closing, let me tell you what this treaty
means, not for Presidents or Premiers, not
for historians or heads of state but for par-
ents and for their children: It means a fu-
ture far more free from fear.

So, as we sign today this treaty, let us
pledge also to move forward together
throughout this decade and into the next
century toward common aims: for Russia,
a democratic peace; for our two nations,
a strong partnership between our people
and the lasting friendship that springs from
a common love of freedom.

And Mr. President, may I wish you and
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the Russian people at this critical moment
in history a new year rich with hope and
peace.

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, both of you, each of

you spoke about moving on to other areas
of concern as a result of having achieved
this kind of a treaty. Can you give us in
some detail what your discussions were with
regard to the situation in Bosnia, what you
see achievable there and what differences
separate you?

President Bush. Well, we discussed that
question in some detail. Our prime common
objective is to see the suffering stop and
see the fighting stop. I can’t go into—I cer-
tainly wouldn’t want to quantify what dif-
ferences we may have, but I came away
with the feeling that we were very close
together, these two countries, in wanting
to see peace restored to that area.

President Yeltsin. I would like to continue
the answer of President Bush, because the
question was raised to both Presidents. We
discussed a very wide range of issues, and
I would say we have cleaned up all of the
problems remaining after the conclusion of
this important agreement, and the conclu-
sion of this important period which is
crowned with an historic event and the visit
by President Bush to our country.

We also considered the course of the re-
forms in Russia and the problems related
to the new government, whether it will con-
tinue along the road of reforms. And I as-
sured the President that this is not a new
government, and it is the old composition
government. And the chairman of the gov-
ernment himself will go on the same road
of reforms.

We have also considered the problems
of bilateral relations and the foreign debt
of the former Soviet Union, the grain sup-
plies, international conflicts, including the
conflict in the former Yugoslavia, and our
positions are close. We previously sup-
ported the United States in adopting the
U.N. resolution on the subject, and we shall
continue this line and try at the same time
to continue the line for establishing peace
among all parties and to be more active
in this area than we have been heretofore.

We have also discussed military issues,

including the issue of whether the SALT
II Treaty is harmful to anyone or at anyone’s
disadvantage. Then we came to the conclu-
sion that it does not harm either side and
does not harm any third party. It is only
to the advantage of everyone. Thus, our
negotiations were businesslike, respectful,
and open, as always.

START II Ratification

Q. Boris Nikolayevich, you have just
signed the START II treaty, and you will
have to ratify it into Parliament. If in the
past there were difficulties mainly in the
U.S. Congress, now you may face certain
difficulties on the part of certain delegates
or a number of Russian deputies. So, what
are in your view the prospects for the ratifi-
cation of the treaty?

President Yeltsin. I am not going to con-
ceal from you that a certain part of the
deputies is against the treaty. And they are
against anything positive that should take
place in Russia. So, complete negation is
their position. You could consider what they
are, because they support Iraq and its ag-
gression. So you understand who they rep-
resent. And finally, I would say that fortu-
nately they do not represent the majority
of the Supreme Soviet, as most of the Su-
preme Soviet deputies believe in reason,
and of course, they believe in the signifi-
cance of this treaty.

Many delegates, deputies, were in Gene-
va themselves. They took part in the nego-
tiations. And the chairman of the Foreign
Relations Committee has always been here
with us. So if there are any difficulties with
the ratification of this START II treaty, still
I am certain that the Supreme Soviet will
ratify it.

President-Elect Clinton

Q. Mr. President, how confident are you
that the treaty that you’re now going to
be turning over to a new administration
will be—that it will be ratified by the Sen-
ate? And Mr. Yeltsin, I’d like to know your
thoughts on how awkward is it for you to
find yourself suddenly having to deal with
a new President in Washington?

President Bush. Clearly, I’m not in a posi-
tion to commit President-elect Clinton, but
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I can confidently predict that this treaty
will be quickly ratified by the Congress.

Butting in on the second part of your
question, I’ve talked to President-elect Clin-
ton enough to know that he is most inter-
ested in keeping this U.S.-Russia relation-
ship on the high plane at which it stands
right now. And I’ve told President Yeltsin
that I think he will enjoy working with Gov-
ernor Clinton and that I know that Gov-
ernor Clinton is committed to the general
theory of these arms reductions that START
II takes on.

President Yeltsin. I met with President-
elect Clinton when I was on my official
state visit to the United States and when
Mr. Clinton at that time was a Presidential
candidate. We discussed in our meetings
different things. The discussions were nor-
mal, interesting, and he voiced his support
for Russia, for the democratic reforms in
Russia, and for our movement along the
democratic road.

Two days ago I sent him a letter where
I proposed that there should be no lull in
our relations with the new administration,
because any lull in bilateral relations be-
tween the superpowers would give cause
for concern.

I suggested on the phone to President
Bush that after the 20th of January, we—
that is, myself and President-elect Clin-
ton—should meet somewhere in a neutral
place for a working meeting to consider
different international problems and bilat-
eral relations. And I hope that he will take
over the baton that was given to him with
such grace by President Bush.

Russian Nuclear Shield
Q. This is the question to, mainly, the

Russian President. I ask you, Boris
Nikolayevich, to expand a little bit on that
part of your statement where you say that
the signing of the treaty will not be harmful
to the strategic and military balance existing
between the United States and Russia, as
certain of our conservatives assert, and that
the nuclear shield of Russia will not be
weakened. This is a question to you not
only to the President of the country but
also as to the commander in chief.

President Yeltsin. Shall I give you the
numbers? As of January 1st, we have 9,915

strategic nuclear warheads. According to
the new START II treaty, there will be
3,000, 3,500 warheads left, 3,000 to 3,500
warheads. This number is not possessed by
any other single state, only by the United
States and Russia. I express—not a single
other state, including nuclear powers like
China, Great Britain, and France. This is
a powerful shield which is capable of de-
fending Russia in case of an unexpected
aggression from any site.

President Bush. May I simply add that
we do not view this as a one-sided treaty
at all. We view it as balanced, and I think
that history will record it as such.

Mr. Fitzwater. Let’s have a final question
from Ann Compton [ABC News].

U.S. Assistance to Russia

Q. President Bush, do you think that the
START II—START I and II can be ratified
and implemented if the United States
doesn’t come forward with or even increase
the amount of aid that some of the other
countries need to actually dismantle the
weapons they’ve got?

President Bush. I think the ratification
will stand on its own two feet. The Congress
will look at it, and in my view they’ll have
hearings, and they’ll ratify it. And clearly,
we all have a stake at helping and being
sure that the materials are properly dis-
posed of, and the United States will be
ready to assist to the best of our ability.
But I don’t see a resolution to that second
question being required before this treaty
is ratified.

I’m sorry, what was the second question?
Q. Can it be implemented? Doesn’t the

United States have to come up with more
money to actually have the missiles at the
silos?

President Bush. The treaty and the proto-
cols speak for themselves. But clearly, I
think the new administration will be as in-
terested as we have been in helping Russia
in every way we possibly can. I expect that
it’ll get to that subject as well as it will to ag
credits and a lot of other things. So I think
that the treaty will be ratified, and I think
it will be implemented. And to the degree
the United States can be of assistance when
times are tough for Russia, that will demon-
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strate our interest in this partnership when
we help.

Note: The President’s 141st news conference
began at 12:15 p.m. in Vladimir’s Hall at
the Kremlin. President Yeltsin spoke in Rus-
sian, and his remarks were translated by
an interpreter. Vyacheslav Kostikov, Presi-
dential Press Spokesman for President

Yeltsin, served as moderator. During the
news conference, the following persons were
referred to: Andrey Kozyrev, Russian Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, and Pavel Grachev,
Russian Minister of Defense. The question-
and-answer portion of this news conference
could not be verified because the tape was
incomplete.

Recess Appointment of Gregory Stewart Walden as a Member of
the Interstate Commerce Commission
January 4, 1993

The President today announced the re-
cess appointment of Gregory Stewart Wal-
den, of California, to be a member of the
Interstate Commerce Commission. Mr.
Walden would succeed Edward Martin Em-
mett.

Since 1990 Mr. Walden has served as an
Associate Counsel to the President at the
White House. Prior to this, he was Chief
Counsel of the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration at the Department of Transpor-

tation, 1988–90. Mr. Walden has served in
various capacities at the Department of Jus-
tice including: Associate Deputy Attorney
General, 1987–88; Deputy Associate Attor-
ney General, 1986–87; Special Assistant to
the Assistant Attorney General in the Civil
Division.

Mr. Walden graduated from Washington
and Lee University (B.A., 1977) and the
University of San Diego (J.D., 1980). He
currently resides in Alexandria, VA.

Remarks at the United States Military Academy in West Point, New
York
January 5, 1993

Thank you all very much. Good luck.
Please be seated. Thank you, General
Graves, for that very kind introduction. Bar-
bara and I are just delighted to be here
and honored that we could be joined by
our able Secretary of the Army, Mike Stone;
of course, the man well-known here that
heads our Army, General Sullivan, General
Gordon Sullivan; and Gracie Graves, Gen-
eral Robert Foley, General Galloway;
Shawn Daniel, well-known to everybody
here, been our host, in a sense; and a West
Point alum who has been at my side for
4 years, over here somewhere, General
Scowcroft, graduate of this great institution
who served his country with such distinc-
tion. May I salute the members of the

Board of Visitors. I see another I have to
single out, General Galvin, who served his
country with such honor. And, of course,
save the best for last, the Corps of Cadets,
thank you for that welcome.

Let me begin with the hard part: It is
difficult for a Navy person to come up to
West Point after that game a month ago.
Go ahead, rub it in. [Laughter] But I
watched it. Amazing things can happen in
sports. Look at the Oilers, my other team
that took it on the chin the other day.
[Laughter]

But I guess the moral of all of this is that
losing is never easy. Trust me, I know some-
thing about that. [Laughter] But if you have
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