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Message on the Observance of Christmas

December 8, 1992

During the Christmas season, millions of
people around the world gather with family
and friends to give thanks for their blessings
and to recall the events that took place in
Bethlehem almost 2,000 years ago. As we
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, whose
life offers us a model of dignity, compassion,
and justice, we renew our commitment to
peace and understanding throughout the
world. Through His words and example,
Christ made clear the redemptive value of
giving of oneself for others, and His life
proved that love and sacrifice can make a
profound difference in the world. Over the
years, many Americans have made sacrifices
in order to promote freedom and human
rights around the globe: the heroic actions
of our veterans, the lifesaving work of our
scientists and physicians, and generosity of
countless individuals who voluntarily give
of their time, talents, and energy to help
others—all have enriched humankind and
affirmed the importance of our Judeo-
Christian heritage in shaping our govern-

ment and values. This Christmas we are
especially grateful for the expansion of de-
mocracy and hope throughout the former
Soviet Union, Eastern Europe, and else-
where—progress that is being encouraged
by the help of many Americans.

In some regions, however, the joy and
peace that normally mark the Christmas
season are marred this year by violence that
is rooted in ethnic hatreds and nationalist
rivalries. Our prayers go out especially in
behalf of the victims of such fighting—just
as our thoughts are with those who are help-
ing to provide humanitarian relief. Their
selfless, caring efforts are a wonderful exam-
ple of the true meaning of Christmas.

Barbara joins me in wishing all of our
fellow Americans a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year.

GEORGE BUSH

Note: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 9.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Situation in Somalia

December 10, 1992

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Beginning in January of this year with
the adoption of U.N. Security Council Res-
olution 733, the United Nations has been
actively addressing the humanitarian crisis
in Somalia. The United States has been as-
sisting the U.N. effort to deal with a human
catastrophe. Over 300,000 Somalis have
died of starvation. Five times that number
remain at risk, beyond the reach of inter-
national relief efforts in large part because
of the security situation. As a result, vol-
untary relief organizations from the United
States and other countries have appealed
for assistance from outside security forces.
On November 29, 1992, the Secretary
General of the United Nations reported to
the Security Council that the deteriorating

security conditions in Somalia had severely
disrupted international relief efforts and
that an immediate military operation under
U.N. authority was urgently required. On
December 3, the Security Council adopted
Resolution 794, which determined that the
situation in Somalia constituted a threat to
international peace and security, and, invok-
ing Chapter VII of the U.N. Charter, au-
thorized Member States to use all necessary
means to establish a secure environment
for humanitarian relief operations in Soma-
lia. In my judgment, the deployment of U.S.
Armed Forces under U.S. command to So-
malia as part of this multilateral response
to the Resolution is necessary to address
a major humanitarian calamity, avert related
threats to international peace and
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security, and protect the safety of Ameri-
cans and others engaged in relief oper-
ations.

In the evening, Eastern Standard Time,
on December 8, 1992, U.S. Armed Forces
entered Somalia to secure the airfield and
port facility of Mogadishu. Other elements
of the U.S. Armed Forces and the Armed
Forces of other Members of the United
Nations are being introduced into Somalia
to achieve the objectives of U.N. Security
Council Resolution 794. No organized re-
sistance has been encountered to date.

U.S. Armed Forces will remain in Somalia
only as long as necessary to establish a se-
cure environment for humanitarian relief
operations and will then turn over the re-
sponsibility of maintaining this environment
to a U.N. peacekeeping force assigned to
Somalia. Over 15 nations have already of-
fered to deploy troops. While it is not pos-
sible to estimate precisely how long the
transfer of responsibility may take, we be-
lieve that prolonged operations will not be
necessary.

We do not intend that U.S. Armed Forces
deployed to Somalia become involved in
hostilities. Nonetheless, these forces are
equipped and ready to take such measures
as may be needed to accomplish their hu-

manitarian mission and defend themselves,
if necessary; they also will have the support
of any additional U.S. Armed Forces nec-
essary to ensure their safety and the accom-
plishment of their mission.

I have taken these actions pursuant to
my constitutional authority to conduct our
foreign relations and as Commander in
Chief and Chief Executive, and in accord-
ance with applicable treaties and laws. In
doing so, I have taken into account the
views expressed in H. Con. Res. 370, S.
Con. Res. 132, and the Horn of Africa Re-
covery and Food Security Act, Public Law
102274, on the urgent need for action in
Somalia.

I am providing this report in accordance
with my desire that Congress be fully in-
formed and consistent with the War Powers
Resolution. I look forward to cooperating
with Congress in the effort to relieve human
suffering and to restore peace and stability
to the region.

Sincerely,

GEORGE BUSH

Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and Robert C. Byrd, President pro
tempore of the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Determination Not To
Prohibit Fish Imports From Colombia

December 10, 1992

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Pursuant to section 8(b) of the Fisher-
men’s Protective Act of 1967, as amended
(22 U.S.C. 1978(b)), generally known as the
Pelly Amendment, I am notifying you that
on November 3, 1992, in accordance with
section 101(a) of the Marine Mammal Pro-
tection Act (MMPA), the Secretary of Com-
merce certified to me that a denial of an
affirmative finding and resulting embargo
of yellowfin tuna and products derived from
yellowfin tuna harvested in the eastern trop-
ical Pacific Ocean (ETP) by Colombian flag
vessels has been in effect since April 27,
1992.
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By the terms of the MMPA, such certifi-
cation is deemed to be a certification for
the purposes of the Pelly Amendment,
which requires that I consider and, at my
discretion, order the prohibition of imports
into the United States of products from the
identified country, to the extent that such
prohibition is sanctioned by the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. The Pelly
Amendment also requires that I report to
the Congress any actions taken under this
subsection and, if no import prohibitions
have been ordered, the reasons for this ac-
tion.

After thorough review, I have deter-
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