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Today I am pleased to sign into law S.
2572, the “Arkansas-Idaho Land Exchange
Act of 1992.” My approval of this bill enacts
the Administration’s proposal to benefit our
Nation’s wetlands through an equal value
exchange of lands in the States of Arkansas
and Idaho between the United States and
the Potlatch Corporation.

This exchange will add nearly 41,000
acres to the Cache River and White River
National Wildlife Refuges. The Refuges, to-
gether with nearby State conservation areas,
protect nearly 185,000 acres of wetlands,
one of only ten areas in the Nation recog-
nized internationally as a “Wetland of Inter-
national Importance.” The United States
has only a handful of such large wetland
conservation areas and few if any opportuni-
ties for establishing new ones.

The lands to be protected as part of the
National Wildlife Refuge System contain
some of the most productive fish and wild-
life habitat in North America. The area pro-
vides wintering habitat for a variety of mi-
gratory waterfowl and is home for a number
of threatened or endangered species, in-
cluding the bald eagle and the least tern.

In exchange for this environmentally sen-
sitive land, the Potlatch Corporation will
receive scattered tracts of Federal land in
Idaho. The company will then be able to
use the land to create jobs and expand the
local tax base, making money available for
important local tasks, such as education and
economic development. This transfer of
land to private ownership is crucial in a
State like Idaho where much of the land
is federally owned.

Protection of such wetland areas has been
a high priority of my Administration, and
enactment of this proposal clearly dem-
onstrates our commitment to the environ-
ment. This Act enhances not only our envi-
ronment, but also our economy, underscor-
ing my strong belief that we can and must

do both.

GEORGE BuUsH
The White House,
November 2, 1992.

Note: S. 2572, approved November 2, was
assigned Public Law No. 102-584.

Remarks in Houston on the Results of the Presidential Election

November 3, 1992

The President. Thank you. Thank you
very, very much. Hey, listen, we’ve got to
get going. Thank you. Thank you very
much. Hey, listen, you guys.

Audience members. Thank you, Georgel!
Thank you, George! Thank you, George!

The President. Hey, thank you very much.
Look, thank you so much. Well, here’s the
way I see it. Here’s the way we see it and
the country should see it, that the people
have spoken. And we respect the majesty
of the democratic system.

I just called Governor Clinton over in
Little Rock and offered my congratulations.
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He did run a strong campaign. I wish him
well in the White House. And I want the
country to know that our entire administra-
tion will work closely with his team to en-
sure the smooth transition of power. There
is important work to be done, and America
must always come first. So we will get be-
hind this new President and wish him well.

To all who voted for us, voted for me
here, especially here, but all across the
country, thank you for your support. We
have fought the good fight, and we’'ve kept
the faith. And I believe I have upheld the
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