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battle of my life, and that is Jim Baker
of Houston, Texas, our great Secretary of
State. And I remind you that time and again
our political journeys, we've defeated the
odds. And time and again we’ve proved the
naysayers wrong. I think America likes a
comeback. I think they like somebody that
fights for what he believes in. And that’s
what I am doing, right here, right down
to the wire.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Did you see the dispatch
out of Baghdad a couple of days ago? Sad-
dam Hussein is said to be planning a party
in the streets of Baghdad for 500,000 Iraqis
if we lose. But tonight I have a message
for my friend Saddam Hussein: Cancel.
Cancel the celebration. Cancel the celebra-
tion. We are going to win, and we are going
to make you adhere to every single resolu-
tion passed by the United Nations.

You know, I will readily contend that I've
never been too hot with words, and I think
you know that. In fact, some of the more
elite pundits say I can’t finish a sentence.
Well, they may be right from time to time.
But I'll tell you something, though. I think
you also know, I think especially the people
here do, that I care very deeply about our
Nation. And I believe that we must treat
this precious treasure with great care.
America is something that has been passed
on to us. And we must shape it. We must
improve it. We must help people and be
kind to people. And then we must pass
that on to our kids and to our grandkids.

And tomorrow you participate in a ritual,
a sacred ritual of stewardship, a ritual that
was conceived by liberty and nurtured by
freedom and defended by the blood of

those who came before. And when you walk

alone into the voting booth, you will not
spend more than a couple of minutes, but
your voice will echo down the corridors of
history. And with your vote, you are going
to help shape the future of this, the most
blessed, special nation that man has ever
known and God has helped create. And so,
look at your vote—especially the young peo-
ple—look at your vote as an act of power,
a statement of principle. And tonight I ask
only that you think deeply about our Nation
and about its needs, because tomorrow the
polls don’t matter. The pundits don’t count.
On election day, only conscience should be
your guide.

And when America votes their con-
science, we will unleash a great power, a
power stronger than any tank, faster than
any airplane. This power will sweep past
the cynics and the pundits and the pollster,
and it will sweep us into office. And it will
lift America up. It will lift us up to new
heights for all. Don’t listen to those critics
and those pessimists who can only win by
telling you how bad things are. We can
solve the problems. But we are the greatest,
fairest, freest nation on the face of the
Earth. And I ask for your trust and your
support to lead our great country for 4 more
years.

Thank you—a most magnificent welcome
home. And may God bless you all. May
God bless our great country, the United
States of America. Thank you all very much.
Now let’s go do it.

Note: The President spoke at 9:42 p.m. at
the Houston Astro Arena. In his remarks,
he referred to entertainer Bob Hope. A tape
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.
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Today I am signing into law H.R. 2152,
the “High Seas Driftnet Fisheries Enforce-
ment Act.”
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H.R. 2152 calls for a number of measures
in support of United Nations General As-
sembly Resolutions 44/225, 45/197, and 46/



215, which pertain to large-scale driftnet
fishing and its impact on the living marine
resources of the world’s oceans and seas.
The Act also calls for measures to address
unregulated fishing in the area of the Cen-
tral Bering Sea that is beyond the jurisdic-
tion of the United States and the Russian
Federation.

As a principal cosponsor of all three Reso-
lutions, the United States has demonstrated
strong leadership to address the problems
of wastefulness and harm to the ecosystem
caused by this fishing technique. I am grate-
ful for the cooperation and support of many
concerned countries that contributed to the
successful adoption of the Resolutions. The
United States has a particular interest in
the effective implementation of the Resolu-
tions because of the threat that driftnet fish-
ing poses to living marine resources on the
high seas.

It was appropriate that the United Na-
tions General Assembly, by its Resolution
46/215, called upon all members of the
international community to ensure that a
global moratorium on all large-scale driftnet
fishing is fully implemented by December
31, 1992. The Resolution is consistent with
our treaty commitments under the Welling-
ton Convention done on November 24,
1989.

Through this Act, the United States rein-
forces its commitment to cooperate with
all concerned nations to ensure that the
moratorium is implemented on time. The
United States urges that all nations take
appropriate measures to prohibit their na-
tionals and fishing vessels flying their flags
from undertaking any activities contrary to
Resolution 46/215, and to impose appro-
priate penalties for such activities.

For its part, the United States has already
taken steps, through the enactment of Pub-
lic Law 101-627 on November 28, 1990,
to prohibit any U.S. national from engaging
in large-scale driftnet fishing in areas sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the United States,
as well as in areas beyond the 200-nautical
mile exclusive economic zone of any nation.

With respect to problems posed by un-
regulated fishing in the Central Bering Sea,
the United States is pleased with the suc-
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cess achieved with other concerned coun-
tries, including the Russian Federation, in
securing an agreement voluntarily to sus-
pend fishing in the area during 1993 and
1994. The Administration intends to con-
tinue actively to pursue a longer term con-
servation and management regime for this
area.

Contrary to long-standing Administration
policy, this Act unfortunately requires the
Government to charge access fees for mari-
time freight rate information that exceed
the cost of disseminating the information.
It also imposes fees on private sector resale
of Government information. These provi-
sions impede the flow of public information
from the Government. They run counter
to Federal information policy and the tradi-
tions of the Copyright Act and the Freedom
of Information Act.

Some provisions of the Act could be con-
strued to encroach upon the President’s au-
thority under the Constitution to conduct
foreign relations, including the unfettered
conduct of negotiations with foreign na-
tions. To avoid constitutional questions that
might otherwise arise, I will construe all
of these provisions to be advisory, not man-
datory. With respect to section 203, which
states the “sense of the Congress” concern-
ing trade negotiations, I note that my Ad-
ministration has taken the initiative in
bringing environmental issues into our over-
all trade agenda.

Finally, I note that section 101 of the
bill will be interpreted in accord with the
recognized principles of international law.
Those principles recognize the right of in-
nocent passage of ships of all states through
the territorial sea, a right that shall not be

hampered.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
November 2, 1992.

Note: H.R. 2152, approved November 2, was
assigned Public Law No. 102-582.
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